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Has ta'cn with equal thanks; and blest sie they 
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That they are not a pipe fi>r Portane^ finger« 
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CHAP. I. 

''In Btrag;^liug witli misibrtaDQi 
Lies tbe proof of virtue : od sinooth leai 
How many bawble boats dare set their sails. 
And make an equal way with firmer Tessels! 
But kt the tempest once enrage the sea, 
Aud then behold the Htroug:-ribb*d Argorie 
Boundinpr between the ocean and the air^ 
Like Perseui mounted on his Pegatu$f 
Tben where are those weak rivals of the main ! . 
Or to aroid the tempenl fled to port, 
Or made a prey to Neptmie. Even thna 
Do empty show and true prizM worth divide - 
In storms of fortune.'* Shakspeare. 

That the race is uot always to the swift, 
jior the battle to the stroi^ ; neither bread 
to the wise, nor yet riches to the men of 
understanding, nor favour to men of skill 
— all ages, all countries have furnished^ lis 
with instances. Of these, Captain Mmu-o 
perhaps was not the least striking ; gifted 
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*' Id Btraggliug witli miBftirtanei 
Uefl the proof of virtue : oo nnooth seas 
How many iMwble boats dare set their sails, 
And make an eqaal way with firmer yessels ! 
But let the tempest once enrage the sea, 
And then behold the Htroug:-ribb*d ArgoHe 
Bounding between the ocean and the air^ 
Like Peneus mounted on his Peganu: 
Then where are those weak rivals of the main ! 
Or to avoid the tempenl fled to port, 
Or made a prey to Neptune, Even thwi 
Do empty show and true prizM woith divide • 
In storms of fortune.** Shakspeare. 

* 

That the race is not always to the swift, 
nor the battle to the strong ; neither bread 
to tiie wise, nor yet riches to the men of 
understanding, nor favour to men of skill 
— all ages, all countries have fumished'iis 
with instances. Of these, Captain Munro 
perhaps was not die least striking ; gifted 
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3 THB DISCARDED SON. 

by nature with all that was requisite to ren- 
der him amiable — ^possessed of every ad- 
vantage that education and foitune could 
bestow— -bom tinder the happiest auspices, 
and surrounded on his outset in life by 
friends affectionate and anxious in the ex- 
treme for his advancement in it ; he had not 
advanced fer in his career ere he found 
himself Rapidly descending* into the vale of 
adversity, and others as rapidly ascending 
to the ^nmiit of prosperity, who, from the 
early disadvantages under which tliey had 
laboured, he eould not have supposed 
would have h^ti able to have made a suc- 
cessful elSbrt to approach it. 

Of these, the chances and clmnges of this 
mortal state, th^ little fortitude man Ivould 
have to support himself beneath tliem, but 
for the strength and coti^lation derived 
from religion, Captiain Munro deeply pen- 
defred, as he journeyed 'from Glehgary 
Castle, the residence of his fitther, towards 
his own. 

The day was far advtoced when be rei 
mounted hi» horse at flie ancient gateway 
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of the casrtfe, for the last time he was in- 
clined to l3eKeve, as no consideration what- 
ever ' shonld' induce him again he deter-i 
mined to seek a reconciliation widi ' his 
father, so cmelly, so insultingly had hie? 
overtures for one been now rejected. 

Rain also fell in torrents, and the wind 
swept in hollow gust^ over the heath, driving 
before it the withered burrs, and making the 
old trees, that scantily dotted the soil, groan 
beneath its fury. 

But notwithstanding the resentment 
which glowed in his breast — ^notwithstand- 
ing the violence of the tempest to Which he 
was ejcposed. Captain Munro, on reaching 
the top of a hill that afforded a view of his 
native home, could not prevent himself from 
checking his horse, in order to indulge him- 
self witii another view of it — ^yes, indulge'; 
for though it no longer afforded him a shel- 
ter, he could not forget the happy days in 
which it had done so; and the remem- 
brance of these made him feel something 
of that kind of pleasure in gazing on it, he 
would* have done in contemplating the fea- 

B 2 
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tures of an old friend. The idea of bis 
departed mother, the tenderest of parents, 
the most amiable of women, was associated 
with every ww, with every recollectioa 
of it. He sighed as her memory now 
revived in his mind^ And involuntarily 
thought .what she must suffer, if departed 
spirits were allowed to review the tnansac- 
tions of this world, at the sham.eless scenes 
now passing in tHe mansion to which she 
had given consequence and estimation^ 

" But heaven," exclaimed he, suddenly 
and aloud, with an outstretched arm and 
uplifted eyes, " heaven would not be hea- 
ven, were the cares, the inquietudes of this 
life to gain admission to it. No — ^all there 
is peace and joy ; no teaa* is in the «ye, 
no son'ow in the heart, to engender one. 
Happy state of rest ; happy he, be his 
troubles what they may, whose conscience 
insures him such. — Oh God!" he con- 
tinued, witli increasing fervour, " let me 
never be deprived of this last consolation ; 
though happiness may be denied me here, 
let me never despair of it hereafter. — Nor 
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will I despair of it here," he added, after 
a pause; "for to despair, is to doubt the 
goodness of that Being who has promised 
to befnend those that put their trust in 
him. As the sun shall again look forth 
in all his beauty upon these now streaming 
fields ; as the clouds which veil the hea- 
vens will be dispersed, so will I hope for 
the restoration of prosperity, and the dis- 
persion of the clouds that now obscure my 
horizon.^' 

He cast another lingering lo6k at old 
Glengary (as he styled* the castle), and 
rode on. While he pursues his journey, we 
shall take a retrospective view of his life. 
^ Captain Robert Munro ww the only 
child of a Scotch gentleman of considera- 
ble property, and who. bestowed on him an 
education suitable to his prospects. Dis- 
liking a life of idleness for him, in conse- 
quence of the diaai^tion he had known 
such to occa^ri, he intended him for one 
of the learned professions: this intention 
proved by no means agreeable to the young 
gentleman ; he possessed an ardent temper, 
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an enthusiastic inmgination, had heard^ like 
Douglas, of batdes, and longed to follow 
to the field some warlike lewd — in short, 
he was too much fired, by what he had 
heard of the deeds of heroes, not to resolve 
on seeking, like them, to immortalize him- 
self in the fields of the valiant. His &1her 
warmly opposed this resolution ; but, al- 
though his mother dreaded the dangers 
attached to a military life, the constant and 
animated pleadings of this her adored son, 
by degrees obtained her acquiescence to 
,his wishes; she became his advocate, and 
8C>on prevailed on his ^ther to purchase 
a commission for him in a marching regi- 
ment, which, shortly after he ha/d entered, 
was ordered on foreign service. During 
the period of his continqance abroad, 
young Munro visited various climates, and 
had ample experience of the dangers and 
bai'dships incidental to his profession, but 
which neither damped his spirit, nor for 
an instaiit caused him to regret the one he 
had chos^. This, however, was; by no 
means the case with his parents ; they never 



ceased lamenting it, more especially when 
inteUi^ence reached thf^u of his having 
been dreadfully wounded in an engagement 
in one of: the West India islands ; intelli- 
gaiee which was speedily foHowed l^ his 
return to.bis native kingdcnn, owing to the 
adidpe of his phyndans, who, without €»ich 
^ n measure, protested his recovery was 
every thing hut impossible. 

His motb^ made use of the opportuuily 
Ihis ret^om ii6EQrd0d, ta endeav<Mur to pre^ 
iTfdli^a him io quit dae army, hut, though 
U^tu^Iy of a. yidding disposition, without 
avjtil, Iwaee be was now not only move at- 
tef^ejl iimi at^er to hts pro&ssion, but oo&* 
C^eived. his lea^iug at -Ais crisis would be 
ta owQfcjH^mise his honour, as be doubted 
not his doing so would be imputed to the 
dagger he. had been in. Finding Inm in* 
exoralde, sbe preirailed on his father to 
pm^chase ium a troop in a regimeit of 
dragocMis, in . consequence of being in- 
formed by some military friends the ca- 
valry waa not so liable to be ordered abroad 
9» the infantry. Of what she had done he 
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received no intimation, until his promo- 
tion appeared in the Gazette. The young 
captain would infinitely have preferred con- 
tinuing in his old re^ment, as in it he fen- 
cied he should have had a quicker oppor- 
tunity of reaping the laurels he was so am- 
bitious of obtaining— *that he would have 
done so, however, neither his filial duty or 
grateful nature, would permit his acknow- 
ledging to bis idolizing mother. 
. The monotonous life - to which he found 
himself doomed on joining his new r^- 
ment, .quartered in a country town in 
England, by no means accorded with his 
active spirit. He derived, however, one 
advantage fix^m it-— that of being able to 
renew the studies wliich the pressure of 
his professional duties while abroad had' 
obliged him to .suspend ; but he was not 
allowed to pursue them^withoitt interrup- 
tion — ^there were in this corps, as there are 
in. many others, several idle c^ipated cha- 
racters, disinclined to do good themselves, 
and equally so to let. others. These be- 
set Munro, and, by degrees, ^rew him 
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into the pernicious practice of gaming, 
in which he was too great a novice not 
to let them reap all the advantages they 
wishM for. In consequence his drafts 
upon his fether became so frequent, and so 
considerable, tiiat a serious investigation 
into the cause of them at length took place. 
Munro shrunk not from it ; he candidly 
answered the enquiries addressed to him, 
was admonished by his mother of the enor- 
mity of the vice he had been led intov^so- 
lemnly abjured it, and was forgiven, at 
least by her. The mind, however, which 
has been for any period dissipated, cannot 
immediately revert to rational pursuits-r— 
like the sea after a storm, it requires some 
time to subside into calmness: Munro 
•more eagerly, therefore, than ever, though 
always frt>m a lively and social temper so 
inclined, entered into company. Amongst 
the families in the neighbourhood in which 
he was quartered, who paid particular at^ 
tention to him and his brother officers, was 
that of a respectable merdiant, w ho, after 
making a handsome fortune in Cadiz, had 

b5 
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returoed to.^peml the fruits of his iodiifrtry 
ia his native country. As he was quitting 
Spain there was comHiitted to hiscare a 
young Spanish lady, for the. purpose of 
having her educated in England. Her 
education was completed just as Munro 
became acquainted with her, and i^. oiily 
delayed returning to her native country till 
she had acquired that perfect knowledge 
of the manners and customs of the people 
«he had been brought up amongst, which, 
while at school, it was impossible for her 
to do. Nothing could be mojre attractive, 
more engaging than she was ; but in place 
of giving a description of her, we will give 
the animated one the Chevaliar de Bour- 
goamie has given of her countrywomen in 
general, as one she perfectly accorded with. 
" Nothing,^^ says he, " is more engaging 
than a young female Spaniard at fifteen 
years of age — a face perfectly oval ; hair 
of a fine clear auburn, equally divided on 
the forehead, and only bound by a silk net; 
large black eyes ; a mouth full of gracas ; 
an attitude always modest ; a simple h»bit 






TBJi 0i9OAItl»«l> 8<W^ ]| 



boily, aQ(d^gea!tIy pr^ng &e wijgt; .a 
tittle bmd,: perfectly pmpm^nad ; iafioe^ 
every tbiiq^ diai:«)s i jpi jtbfge yioii#iiCttl yir- 
igjm\ Ifeey refcal it» our reoplle^n Ihe 
fin^iie^^s, bewly, 4i!es8, and i^mpUi^ty: of 
Aieyqiiog Grecian fi^oaaies, of whran aoti^ 
4«iity jbas left such ekg^nt mod^*— tihe 
iaugds f ki Spanish coiiMdy are always se- 
freseirted by yoiuKig giHs.? ' 

The heart of our ywug scddier waa sua* ^ 
oeptil^le ia the extreme of the power tif 
Itieauty, particularly when combiued, as 
was the case in the f^'aseut iiistance, wi^ 
elegance^ modesrty, aitid j^teUigehce; in 
fhf>rt9 h^ scxHi became the captive of the 
ftir:lbreiguer, m>r did she seem insensible 
to bis merits ; but, enamoured 8& he was, 
lie did not sedc to inspire her with a reci- 
procal paesion. There were obstacles he 
feared in the way of their union, which 
would prove insurmcmntabie ; honour, 
therefore, forbade his endeavouring to 
create too . lively wl* interest for himself in 
her beart^^tb^^e obstacles were the nation- 
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ality aiul bigotry of his Either: he deter- 
mined, howeyer, not to dei^pair altogether 
of overcoming them, till he had applied to 
his mother on the subject. Just as he bad 
made up his mind to do this, an express 
arrived to inform him she was given ovar : 
•he instantly set off for Scotland, but, not- 
-withstandiug his travelling without inter- 
missi(»i, he only reached home time enough 
to assist in paying the last sad duties to her 
remains. Her death overwhelmed him 
with the most poignant grief; in losing 
her, he lost not only the tenderest of pa- 
rents, but the most faithfUl of friends, one 
to whom upon all occasions he could safely 
open his heart, with conficfence of receiving 
both advice mid consolation, did he stand 
in need 6f either. But it was not simply 
•grief it excited, it also occasioned repent- 
ance, for he now began to think, that the 
anxiety she suffered, in consequence of 
his remaining in the army, had short^ied 
her days ; and, from the horror* he fek at 
the idea, he would Imve given worlds, had 
they been in his power, to have recalled 
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the period in 'which he had the power of 
cedkig his wishes to her's. But, alas! 
time will not return, neither will the grave 
give up its dead ; how scrupulous,, there- 
fere, should we be in our conduct t^ our 
relatives and friends, since, terrible to the 
heart of feeling is the remorse jt experi^ices 
for errors not to be repaired. 

" The woods, the wilds, the melancholy 
glooms,'^ by which his paternal hoi»6 was 
surrounded, too well suited his feelings at 
this juncture, not to make MM wish to con- 
tinue there some time ; - but, even if this 
had not been the case- he would still hacve 
felt this wi^ on account of his father, to 
whom, at this period, he conceived .his so- 
ciety absolutely indispensible ; he soon, 
however, found Hiat he was mistaken in 
thinking so— *that his fether had felt but a 
transient r^ret, if any, for his mother's 
loss, and that^ for the estimation in which 
he had been so long held in the neighbour- 
hood, he was solelv indebted to her. Mr. 
Munro was indeed the very reverse of what 
his amiable lady had made him appear. 
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defects in his dispoeiticm were uiU 
laaowitto her till they were lo^rried; but 
Aoiigh her uniting her &te with bis w^s 
in obedience to tb^ wishes of her felber,. 
not ^er own, sheas scrapulously conceal^ 
them as if he had been het own inunedia|€: 
^^icC) and she had consequently dreaded 
their discovery occasioning her judg^nent 
to be ddled i|i question. She did more 
than conceal, she tried to remove them, but 
to no purpose, — as he clearly demonstrated^ 
by marrying, a very few weeks after her 
death, a woman foimerly in her service, 
but whom he had seduced ^om it, and 
irom that period till the one he made her 
Us wife, kept in an obscure house in the 
vicinity of tbe cfistle. 

This event, of whidi he bad neither 
warning nor suspicion till it took place, 
excited feelii^ in the pure and noble 
mind of Munro, easier to be conceived than 
•described. It was not, however, so much 
on account of the ruin in which it threat- 
ened Id involve his prospects, for he was 
entirely dependant on his fatlier), and that 



be cm^d, Qs^ly 1^ wai3>6d from pecying ^t-. 
t^^imi /to the elaiios of nature, he .1^ 
gim^ ti9o ptrikiiig a proof to perwjt ^a 
doubt to be entertained on the subjeet, jm 
on-:^ecp\mt ef Jjie.idiarepect it evijiped to 
tbeiioeipipry of his mother, that he moifraed 
wA reputed jit. — That, ere tibeitosib was 
ivdl elo^ upon l^er, h^r place should l)e 
filled up, by.siii^ a ^opian too— -so vile t 
so al^act! so despicable! so every way 
unworljby of being* her successor, tilled him. 
with iiiidignsijtion too great for suppression ;^ 
in the first ^paroxysm of which, though his 
leave of absei^ce was not expired, he fled 
precipitately fi^om the house, with almost a 
determination never to enter it again. 

Dg'ected and unhappy, he rejoined his^ 
regiment ; but in place of seeking, as he 
had heretofore done, he now sedulously 
$hunned society, particularly that of the 
femiiy in which the lovely Spaniard re- 
sided ; Ibr since all hope of being united 
to her vfas at an end, now that he had lost 
die firieod, through whose interference alcme 
he had ever believed it possible his &ther^«^ 
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consent to their 'being* so could be ob- 
tained, he thought the sooner they ceased 
to have any communicatidh with one ano- 
ther the better. 

In his resolution of avoiding her he par- 
severed for some time, when one aAemoon, 
as he was returning, heated, i^tigued, and 
covered with dust, from a solitary excur- 
sion he had taken to some mountains in 
the neighbourhood, for Ihe piiipoee of 
amusing himself with his gun, he came 
suddenly upon a large party of ladies and 
gentlemen on horseback, amongst whom 
he soon discovered his fair Spaniard and 
the friends she resided with. The delight 
which these latter testified at seeing him, 
the kind reproaches they inade him ifor so 
long absenting himself from their society, 
and the earnest manner in which they 
pressed him to come again amongst them, 
overcame his honourable, his prudential 
resolutions. The consequence of his again 
becoming a visitor at their cheerful, hos- 
pitable mansion was, the renewal of his 
love for the beautiful Spaniard, which ab- 
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sence from her had begun a little to 
weaken. How he told his soft tale, or she 
replied to it, ^ is not necessary to mention ; 
suffice, one fine moonlight night, but whf- 
tfier tempted by Cinthia, by Cupid, or by 
both together, cannot, here at least, be de- 
termined, she sufiered him to hand her into 
a chaise-and-four, which stood most conve- 
niently, at the moment, near the garden of 
her guardian, step in him^f after her, and 
.bid the postilions fece to the North. Ere 
their matrimonial fetters were well rivetted, 
intellig'ence of this step was received by Mr. 
Munro, owing to the vigilant eye which 
his new helpmate kept upon his son, mider 
the hope of being able to detect him in 
some act, which should give her an oppor- 
tunity of completely ruining him vith his 
lather, and flius of gratifying the malice 
his reftising to notice her had engwidered 
in her heart against him ; as also of quiet- 
ing her fears of his yet regaining his wont- 
ed ascendancy at home, than which nothing 
she knew could be more inimical to the 
designs $he entertained upon the fortune 



/* 
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lie had so long been considered undoubted 
heir to. Had she been as well- acquainted 
ivith the disposition of her husband as her 
predecessor was, she would have spm^ 
herself half the pains she took to aggravate 
his i^ntment against his son, as she would 
then have known he wanted no stimulus 
to render him cruel aiad sev^^ to those 
who in the least offended him. But though 
ijm io^udent loaniage pf bis aqn^^ galled 
hip^, by ^i^ppoiqting, the ambitious ppx)^ 
jefsts berfaad foipKedr-for hiina, be fiftiU ^cQu}d 
sqfuro^. iii^et it, :^inoe it furui^h^d; lum 
wi^ha plausible iM-etei^t for ei^Ung him 
fcmlt^ society, and tbus frying bimself 
&pm.ar pecson .whose presence, fro^m. beixj^ 
ai^JZwas hatefS to him. 

The young Captain accordingly, in re* 
ply to the letter he wrote to acquaint him 
wi^ his marriage, and deprecate die re« 
sentment he knew it caloilated to excite, 
recdved one couched, in the most violent 
and virulent terms, informing him his noti-^ 
ficatipa on the subject was totally unneceSi^ 
gary, that no entreaty, no supplication should 
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ever obtain from him the forgiveness he re- 
quired, nor any share again of his &vour 
or fortune. Munro expected him to be 
violent in ^the first instance, and was not^ 
therefore, much disappointed by this letter ; 
notwithstaiiding it and his preceding con- 
duct, however, he could not, when he took 
a retrospective view of things, divest himr 
)9elf of a hope that time might yet bring 
abpvta recondliatiQn |)etween diem. Id 
(the iHe^m while, his wife made a samilar 
.application to her &ther, but to as little 
jmrpose — ^he was w>t only as national. and 
.bjgotted as pM Munro^ but /ten times more 
pi^ud ,aiid ambitious, looking for^vard to 
aiothing less than matching his donghler 
with spme great hidalgo. If therefore, the 
Squire was irritated here, the Don was iiw 
ritated tliere, and, in terms scarcely more 
civil than Munro had -expressed himself in 
to his son, declared his total and solemn 
renunciation of her. She endeavoured to 
pbtain the merchant's interference with 
him, but he was so exasperated at what he 
styled the slippery trick she had played 
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him, the bad example he conceived she 
had set his daughters, and the suspicious 
Kght in which she had made his character 
appear to her fiither, wlwm he had many 
I'easons for wishing to stand well with, that 
he positively refused either to aid her in 
tliis instance, or to have any farther com- 
municatipn witli her. 

Time, at length, that great dispeller of 
illusions, began to convince Captain Munro, 
that the hopes with which he had hitherto 
buoyed himself up, of yet obtaining his 
fiither 's forgivenesss, were completely fal- 
lacious. He was no sooner convinced of 
this, than he made up his mind to leave 
the army, for some situation that might 
give him a chance of being able to pro- 
vide for the family there m as a probability 
^rf'his having. After some little consultation 
with himself and his fair partner, a country 
life was decided on, as both were partial 
to Nature in her rural walks, and he besides 
had, he conceived, a sufficient knowledge 
of agriculture to undertake the management 
of a farm. 
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These plans for the future, once formed^ 
no time was lost in carrying them into effect. 
Munro retinwl from the service on half-pay, 
taking a difference, with which, and his 
bond for three hundred pounds, payable 
in the course of some years, he purchased 
a small farm, about t^^^enty miles from the 
place of his nativity, for which he had still 
something of that kind of attachment some 
believe the disembodied spirit to have for 
its deserted mansion of clay. 

For some years, during which he became 
the father of two fine children, a boy and 
a girl, he went on, pafectly satisfied at 
having, like Cincinnatus, turned his sword 
into a ploughshare, when a bad harvest, and 
the failure of some expensive speculative 
experiments in agriculture, which he had 
been induced to make by the example of 
others in the neighbourhood, so embarassed 
him, as to make him resolve on anotlier 
effort for a reconciliation with his father. 
To resolve and to execute were almost the 
same thing with him ; he accordingly, after 
very little deliberation on the subject, set 
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off early one morning for the ancient man- 
sion of hisr foirfefaAers. 

Various and affecting were the feeHrigs 
and reflections which arose in his mind, as 
he dr6w near it. He could not, without 
the HveKest emotion, review the haxmts of 
his youth, or Ihink of those halcyon days, 
in which tio clouds rested on his prospects, 
no care dwelt in his heart, that ihey brought 
to his remembrance; neyettlteless, he 
alighted at the castle with tolerable com- 
posure, but which the sight, or rather the 
emotion they evinced at seeing him, of some 
of the old domestics who had lived there 
during the lifetime of his mother, and whom 
her successor, partly for the sake of ap- 
pearances, partly for the sake of gratifying 
her pride, by being served" by those with 
whom sh^ had served, had befen induced to 
retain, nearly over caihe him. 

He imagined he should haVe found it a 
difficult matter to gain access to his father, 
but in this he was mistaken; since he had 
ibund the way to the castle again, the old 
gentleman doubted not his persisting in 



visifing it until he had seed him t he, 
there&irtj, concdved-it better art onc^ to 
^ve him an interview, in which opinion 
hi^ lady and oracle, as* with reason gfee 
nGiight be styled, since he appealed to her 
judgmait in every instartee, peffiscUy coin- 
cided — a concidence for which he was in*" 
debted to he^^ having no longer any appre- 
hension of his son's regaining any influence 
over 'him, as also to a wish of beholding 
him (the younger Munro) mortified and 
disappoittted-^he was accordingly admits 
ted. To detail die particulars of th^ 
interview werd superfluous; suffice, after 
much argument on one side, much alterca^ 
tion and invective on the other^ Mr. Munro 
agre^ to take his son again into fistvour, 
provided he endeavoured to repudiate his 
wife, or, at all events, consented to send her 
and her children to Spain. This inhuman, 
as well as infamous proposal, was received 
with the indignation it merited by the per- 
son to whom it was addressed — an in- 
dignation which nothing but its having 
t5ome from the lips of a parent could possibly 
hav^ restrained. 
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*^I am answered, Sir/^ said he, >vith 
forced calmness, but an ashy and qmrering 
lip ; ^' and tliat I may not forget what^ from 
the connexion which subsists between us, 
I still wish to feel for you^ } shall endea* 
vour to foi^et all that has , passed in this 
interview.*' 

He hurried to the hall — ^the old servants 
still lingered there, conjecturing and con- 
vei-sing — ^the pleasing exp^tations in which 
they had been rather indulging, from judg- 
ing a little of the heart of his fitther by 
their own, vanished the mcHuent, he ap- 
peared, as his countenance was a faitliful 
index to the volume within. He pressed 
forward to the door, but there was a inist 
in the air, and a mist in his eyes, at the 
moment, which prevented his imnlediutely 
seeing his horse was not tliere. The poor 
animal, iudeed, had met with a much bet- 
ter reception than he liad, having been 
taken into the stable and well fed . Munro, 
the instant he missed hini, requested he 
might be brought to him. He was obeyed ; 
but as the old groom (Miiimx)'s first in- 
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structor in the exercise of riding) held the 
stirrup for him to mount, he could not for- 
bear saying, he was sure there was a more 
perilous storm coming on than just then 
prevailed. 

" Aye, and so am I too, Andr^w,^^ cried 
the housekeeper, eagerly coming forward, 
xthough at the risk of having. the fine crim- 
son-coloured ribbon, with which her cap 
was bedecked, and on which she set no 
small store, in consequence of thinking it 
vastly becoming, completely spoiled by the 
ndnr-" so am I too ; it would be madness, 
therefore, for any one who could get shelter 
to go on.'^ . . 

Munro, as he settled himlself in his sad- 
dle, looked earnestly in her face, and ^^ but, 
my inend, I can get no shdter here,^^ 
nearly escaped him ; but though he could 
prevent his tongue from speaking, he could 
not his looks. 

** I have got a snug fire in my room,*^ 
resumed the housekeeper, who read his 
countenance quite as well as Lavater him- 
^self could have done, "and — and — 
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^ God bless you all, my good iSriends V^ 
cried Munro, in a broken and not very ar* 
tiGulate voice, his swinuning eyes glandng 
ba$tily round ; ^^God bless you sdl !'^ 1^ 
repeated more collectedly, and more em- 
phatically, as, kissing and Having Im hand, 
he rode off, leaving them, in defiance of 
the rain that fell, the wind that howled, 
riyefted to the spot on which he had parted 
&t>m them, till he was out of sight. 

" Ah, weel, wed !^' cried old Andrevi^ 
flhakmg his grey locks, when he could no 
Imiger see him, ^^ all in God's own good 
time — ^I dare to say you'll be comforted 
for all this/' 

"Oh, the savage! the barbarian!" ex- 
claimed the housekeeper, with a kind of 
wild stare, as if just awaking from a 
trance, " to send his own flesh and blood 
fix)tn the door in such an hour! An- 
drew," lowering her voice a little, "what 
do you think snch a body may expect in 
the next world ?" 

Andrew, from perhaps thinking this r»-' 
ther too delicate a subject to ^iter upon^ 
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declined answering the question ; but days, 
weeks, months, nay years, elapsed, ere this 
the last visit of their young master, as Ihey 
all persisted in calling him, to his native 
home, and the cruel treatment he had ex- 
perienced in it, ceased to be talked of by 
them. 

It was late when Munro reached Heath- 
wood Farm, the name of his little ptu*- 
chase ; so late, that he found all his fami- 
ly, but his wife, in bfed. She had deter- 
mined on not retiring to repose till all 
hope of his returning t^t night should 
be at an end. His doing so destroyed the 
hopes she was beginning to indulge, as he 
had said, if the issue of his journey was 
prosperous, he possibly, nay was almost 
positive he should remain for the night at 
Glengary. She endeavoured, however, to 
conceal the pangs which disappointment 
gave her, in order to prevent her husband 
from being more distressed than, with pun, 
with heartfelt grief, she already saw he 
was. ' In place of questioning him direcfly 
as to what had passed, as perhaps some of 
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the fair daughters of Eve might have done, 
slie hastened to assist him in changing his 
thoroughly soaked garments for dry ones, 
threw fresh wood upon the almdst expir- 
ing fire/ which soon began to sparkle, and 
send forth an animating bla^e, and spread 
the remaim of her fin:fgal dinner upon the 
board. Munro was afi^ted, even to tears, 
by her tender attentions — ^for, ^as the" glo- 
rious orb of day never appears' so br^ht, 
^ cheering, as immediately after a storm, 
60 kindni^ss never makes such an impres- 
sion upon the heart, as in the moment 
that it is smarting baieath a sense of the 
reverse. 

He cls^ped her to his bosom, he thanked 
her fcMT the comfort which, by her tenderr 
ness, she administered to his afflictions^ 

'^ Should I not be very cruel, very un- , 
kind, not to comfort you for what I have 
brought upon you?'' she fondly asked 
him, as. Bitting by him, her arm rerted <m 
his shoulder. 

" You ! you !'' cried Munro, with a de- 
gree of wildness, " you bring afflictions on 
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me !— No, no/* he passionately exclaimed, 
" it was my own imprudence, my own 
folly/^ . ' 

" r shall be angry, very angry indeed,'^ 
cried Mrs. Mmiro, feigning a gaiety fo- 
reign to her heart at the moment, and lay- 
ing her beautiful little hand upon his 
mouth, ^' if you say that again — what, ac- 
cuse yourself of folly for marryii]^ me !" '• 

^' Of something worse,^^ said he, with a 
kind of reproachful bitterness against him-, 
self; ^' for have I not marred all thy flat- 
tering prospects by doing so P^ 

^^ And have you not equally iiyured 
your own ?^' . ' 

" Well, if you do not reproach me,*' re- 
sumed Munro, after a few minute of 
thoughtfulness — ^' if you do not repent our 



union- " 



" I ! — Oh, if I never hare cause to re- 
pent any thing more, I shall consider my- 
self a most fortuna^ woman.*' 

" Then we may yet be happy, spite of 
fortune,** cried her husband, strainingMier 
to hiis heart. 
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" Nay, can we truly say we are now al- 
together the reverse, possessed, as we are, 
of health, innocence, and liberty ?*' 

" True, true, these are blessings, indeed, 
too great to permif those who possess them 
to reckon themselves wretched ; inestima- 
ble blessings, which, with gratitnde, I 
acknowledge oam; and wfaidli, with Ae 
assistance of Heavai, and* by tt^ exertions 
of industry, I trust— ^nay, more, I doubt 
not we shall be able to rdnki/^ 

^* And if we gtfiould,^ eagerly cried hfe 
wife, clasping his hands in Jiar^s, and Hook- 
ing Ml in his &ee, ^^ ob ! my de^ friend, 
though the roof which sheltered o«ir heads 
was tm times more humble than if is, 
should we not be content ?'^ 

Munro bowed his head ai^se^ngly-^^to 
speak at the moment was impossible. 

Munro arose, the morning alter his un- 
successful journey to Glengary, with a heavy 
heart — and, like Shakespeare^ i^knetic 
Jacques, well disposed to rail at the world . 
But as he knew melancholy and misan- 
throphy would only render bad worse, be 
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checked his^ present inclination to each^ 
and resolved on losing no time in apply- 
ing his shoulder to the wheel, that, by en* 
deavouring to aid himself by virtuous e^ 
ertion, he might render himself deserving 
of Ifaat of heaven. The bcmd for three 
hundred pounds waa about this crisis near- 
ly due ; on applying to know whether a 
renewal of it would be accepted imrtead of 
pi^jrment^ he learned ^Ifaat it had been 
passed: into the hands of a peiBon who 
d&er- had, or pretended to. have, immo^ 
diate occasion fw Ihe mcHiey. To prevent 
unplt^asanb consequimceai,. therefore, it was 
requisite' it should immediately be dis- 
charged I he therefore tocdc jfae necessaiy 
stepik for that purpose ; and with the sum 
he with difficulty obtained, discharged his 
obligation, and freed himsdf also from 
Bome smaller debts,, which. he had una** 
voidably contracted, in consequence of the 
expoise and disappointment that had at- 
t^ided his experiments in agriculture. 
For some time afier Ais, things went on 
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pretty well at Heathwood; llie children 
tbirbye apace, and were at once the pride 
and principal pleasure of their parents, 
lyho mutually assisted in the task of in- 
structing ihem. A thousand times, as 
the fond lather gazed upon them, he won- 
dered how his own could have proved so 
obdurate to him. — '^ )¥hat, what,^' he h^ 
often ' exclaimed to himself, as his eyes 
wandered alternately firom one to the other, 
t^ could induce me to abandon these crea- 
tures? though stained with ten thousand 
crime^-tbough loaded with obloquy-^ 
thoiigfa . loathed and shunned by all the 
nest of, their species, yet^ if sorrowful and 
contrite they approached my door, could I 

f 

keep it closed against them ? — oh, no !^ — 
oh, no ! — worlds upon worlds could not 
tempt, could not prevail on me to do so ; 
their griefe, their shame should be shel- 
tered where their innocence once was, and 
with their prayers mine should mingle, 
and be offered up to Heaven for forgive- 
ness for th^m — ^that Heaven which dis- 
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dainsnot, as its creature man but too fre^ 
quently does, to accept repentance as an 
atonement for error/' 

But the pleasure which the idolizing 
parents took in their children, was often 
damped and interrupted by anxiety fo# 
their future welfare ; unable to make anv 
certain provision for them^ and aware of 
the precariousness of life, they frequently 
trembled to think what their destiny might 
ue... ^ 

These fears, however, were never en- 
couraged, and often lost, for a consider, 
able period, in their confidence in heaven. 
As the niind of Osmond (the name of their 
son) began to expand, Munro felt persuad- 
^, from the genius and understanding he 
evinced, that if both were properly culti- 
vated, he would in all probability make a 
distinguished figure in life, and obtain the 
means, if not of greatly advancing, at least 
of rendering his family comfortable. This 
idea no sooner took possession of his mind, 
than he determined on straining every 
goint to give him a liberal education ; ac* 

c5 
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cordmgly, as Boon as he wds qtudified to 
be smt thither, he accepted the sacrifice ef 
some rich trinkete of his wife's, ooeino- 
rials of happier aiid more prosperous days, 
for the purpose of raisiiiii;' a suffici^it sum 
to place and keep him at an EngKsb uni- 
Tensity, which he preferred, on account of 
the obstacles he doubted not would be 
thrown uti the way of his advacement, by 
the malice of his grandfather's new con^ 
nexions, if he attempted to settle in any of 
the learned professions in Scotiaoid. 

For some time after this favourite plan 
had been carried into execution, Munro 
felt happier than he had been for a loi^ 
time before ; but ere the period allotted 
for the academic pursuits of Osmond was 
well moro than half expired, the exp^ices 
attending his being at the university, 
though none but what were absolutely 
unavoidable were incurred, so greatly 
exceeded what he had conceived they 
H^ould be, that he dreaded he must be 
under the necessity of recalling him ere 
his education was completed, and thi^ of 
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nrngmof;, afi the &tlbamg tsmiuh in whioh 
lie hadraa l<Nig^ iBdulged. IMbre, he dxea^ 
ed if diis should prave tbe^ease, se^ug him 
the Diev of ^j m^^ ^y^^ypt gn<j - lanffour-^iD^ 
wiiliDgV fiwB the BotioH he had profaabljr 
gttm him, to enter into any citbar than tiie 
Mne of .Ufe which his tmfimahed edKieation 
would llien iocapacitale him for. But the 
aiboye afiprdiaiaon was not die only soisnce 
of anxiety and uiieaffliies» Munro now had; 
be now bq;an to feel unhappy at seemg 
his daughter, to whoDL with the asBistance 
^ bTLther. he M. without seadiog 
her from the pat^mal roof, given an edu-^ 
cadon suitabk to bar birth, and what there 
was every reason to auf^Kise ber expectsb* 
tions would have beat,, if he had not been 
discarded 'by his fiimily, literally ^^ wasting 
her sweetness on the desert air/^ excluded 
from the amusenaentft suitable to her time 
ftf life, and destined, to all appearance, 
dtber to marry scwie person inferior to her,, 
or find hersdf, on advancing in life,, a so^ 
Utary, unccHonected being. 
^ Oh Godr' he has frequently exclaim-^ 
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ed.at these ^moments, when his heart was 
.weighed down^ with anxiety aboiit his 
ohildreh, '^ how maturely should a man 
weigh every circumstance, erie he aitars 
into a state in which he is liable to incur 
duties which cannot remain uiifiilfilled 
without making him feel tdrtune! How 
awful is the re^nsibility iHat d^e child 
attaches to the parent, and yet how often 
)s it thoughtlessly incurred ! Oh ! in how 
many instances does passion, headlong pas- 
sion, make man, notwithstanding all his 
boasted, advantages, his reason, his powers 
of reflection, apipear inferior to tfaje cr^i^ 
tures who have only instinct for their 
guide — :he only seems to take no thought 
for the future, he only who candot untwist 
the ties which nature winds around the 
heart.^^ 

1 Whatever were the feelings of the young 
Elizabeth relative to her situation, she 
carefully confined them to her own bosom ; 
she clearly saw her parents stood too much 
in need of consolation, not to endeavour 
to administer it to them by a consteoit ap- 
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•peamnoe of cheerfiilhess. She had nearly 
completed hei* seventeenth yfear, at the 
period her father began:^ to fear his projects 
relative to her brother must be relinquish- 
ed, and bore a strong resem"blance to hefr 
mother, with this difference, that her coiQr 
plexion Was feirer, hea* stature taller, her 
•black eyes still more brilliant and express 
sive. Har smile evinced the sweetness of 
hev' temp«-, her voice prbclaimed the sen- 
«ibiKfy of her soul, her actions and deport 
ment the goodness of her heart and excel- 
lettce of her Understanding, • botii of which, 
had been most assiduously cultivated. 

She had early been taught the luxury of 
doing good ; and -that a well-improved 
mindf like a contented heart, was a con-, 
tinual feast — fike the woman celebrated in 
the Proverbs, who cloathed her household 
m scarlet and purple, she stretched out 
her hand to the needy, though small the 
ofiering her narrow circumstances permits, 
ted it to contain ; but she remembered the 
widow's mite, and small as it was, believed 
it acceptable in the eyes oi- heaven. Uec 
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mothef , who had all diat inherei^ gnn^ 
' deur of sou} for which ihe Spauianis are 
i& geneFsd distiuguishied, had rendered her 
scMiiewfaat romwitic, not only by their coi^ 
▼ersaticm, but the atudaes in which she hod 
indulged her. 

Munro, however, was not displeased a* 
tins, BUkte he considered romance the pa^ 
rent iof ^ithusuism ; without a certain por-^ 
tion of whicht ^ belieyed it scarcely po0- 
ttble any thing great, any ttung glorious^ 
could be achieyed* 

Elizabeth had heard of balls, aikl plays^ 
and courts^ and masquerades, and die waa 
certain they must be all deli^tful ; yet 
lively as her imagination was, she couBl 
not conceive a higher pleasure to be de- 
rived fh>m them than she exp^i^tced* 
when seated with an entertaining book,, 
the offipring of some vivid and luxuriant 
foncy, beneath a fresh tree^s shade, in- 
haling the light breezie that whispared 
through the foilage, literally M^ing both 
health and harmony. . 

This pleasure was heightened by its* 
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b^tfi^ one she coi!rld not alureiys indulge 
m->-^for Elizabeib had much to do at 
home; die bad been bDDU^hjk up^ to^ he 
BUeftil to berself and crfshera^ and the prin^ 
oipal management of the housdiold con« 
cerns ^dbvcrfved on her, sis soon as she was 
of an age to take it upon herself, her mo^^ 
ther hating a large share of that indolence 
trhicfa in general characterizes the natiyea 
of warm climates, peorficttlariy Ihose of tbfr 
one she came from'-''*and wishing, besides, 
to give her a perfect knowledge of such 
affairs, in case she came to have a family 
of her own. 

Equal to her love of literature^ and 
taste for it, was Elizabeth's fondness and 
taste for rural scenery ; she was a perfect 
devotee of Nature's — a bold and beautiftil 
landscape never &iled of inspiring her with 
a thrilling sensation of delight ; nor was 
there any amusement which afforded her 
greater gratificaticwi than did such con^ 
temfdations. • To range over the slow rbing 
hills — ^to rest on a rock whence the streaD»^ 
let distilled— to watch the rising of the 
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golden4)aired son of the sky — to bdiold 
the clouds of night come ' rolling down 
upon the dark brown steeps — ^tfae stars of 
the north rising over the waves of the 
ocean^ and shiewing their heads of fire 
through the flying mists of heaven^ were 
all sources of inexpressible delight to her,\ 
such as ii&pired her mind with the most 
rapturous enthti^asm, and made her heart, 
beat with th^ iitost delicious emotions. 

The ' prospects to which she had 6ee» 
aceiiBtomed from in&ncy, early furnished: 
her with ideas of the sublime, and, though, 
in a less degree, the beautiful. The blue- 
fading mountains of the western Highlands 
-'--a vast expanse of ocean and immense 
forests of fir, composed the horizon she 
was daily in the habit of contemplating ; 
while nearer, the natural wildness of the 
scenery was here and there varied and re- 
strained by the hand of cultivation. 

The house of Munro was an antique 
rambliitg mansion, rough on the outside, , 
and plain within ; nothing fine, nothing 
gaudy was to be seeiiin any part of it, but: 
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in ooe roam, fitted up as a chapel fibor Mrs*. 
Muni^, who scrupuloudy adhered to the 
fidth of her lai^estc^, and. at which a 
priest fix>in a neighbouring tpwn at stated 
periods officiated. 

. Mrs. Munro could upt forbear express^ 
ing a wish to; be allowed to bring up her 
daughter at least in her own persuasion ; 
bi^t a Wish which. dbe relinquished without 
a murmur, since, lliough devout, she was 
not bigotted, on her husband^s candidly 
informing her, that the indulgence of it 
would in all probability render his father 
more averse than ever to a reconciliation 
with him, his bigotry being excessive, and 
of consequence, his dislike to all who either 
differed, or shewed any indulgence to those 
who did, in the article of rdigion from 
him. 

In allowing his daughter to have been 
educated in the religious tenets of her 
mother, Munro would have done no vio- 
lence to his own feelings ; since,* though 
decidedly of opimon that, from the waver-, 
ing nature of man, a settled form of reli^ 
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gion was necessary for^l, he was equally 
so, that if Ae heart was sincere in its de- 
votions, it mattered not to God what that 
Rmm Was. bi short, various w»e the 
roads, he conceived, to Heaven ; and that 
&e untutored Indian, who fencies he " sees 
God in clouds, and hears him in the 
winds,^^ so that he performs his allotted 
part to the best of his abilities, vidli haveen 
equal ehance of happiness with the mort 
enlightaied' bishop.-^But to retrert to the 
liouse; A few forest trees, of ancient date, 
cast a idiade upon the windows ; and it 
was still further shrouded by a luxuriant 
shrubbay. Heneintemdngledlthevarioiffi 
beamtiea of 
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Its tHreaming gold 3 syringfa iv*ry pure; 
The wreofed nnd the sceotleas rotej tbb red, 
And of all humbler growtii, the other tall, 
And throwing up. into the darkest gloom 
Of neighbVing cypress, or more sable yew, 
Her silver globes, light as the foamy surf 
That the wind severs from the broken wave; 
The lilac, vai'ious in array, now white, 
Now sanguine, and her beauteous head now let 
Witb pwple spikes pyramidal, as if 
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itudkm* of oraaincnfy yet Hiumolved 
Which hue the most approved, she choM them all. 
GDpiotts of flow*n the woodbine, pale and wan| 
Btot well compenniinip her aidcly looki 
With Derer*cloyiDg odonira, early and latCt . 
Hypericnm all hlown, so thick a swann 
Of flowersi like flies clothing her slender rods, 
That scarce a leaf appeart; Meierion- too, 
Thongh leaflets, well attirM, and thick beset 
With blusbinfr wi'eatbs, inrestiog eir*ry spray ; 
Althoea with the purple ^ye; the broom, 
YcUow and bright, as bullion unftlloy'dii 
Her blossoms \ and luxuriant above all 
The jasmine, throwing wide her elegant sweets. 
The deep dark green of whose unv«niiah*d kof 
Makes more conspicnoiis, and Ulominea more 
The bright profusion of her scatterM stanu** 

This luxuriant shrubbery was kdd out 
in windivig walks, the whol^ eiidbsed by 
a neat paling,^ in which were different 
openings leading to sequestered seals, si- 
tuated so as to command the most pleasing 
views of the distant countiy. 

The house stood upon an extensive 
heath, to the wildness of which the fields 
and c(^)ses, together with the sheltered 
cots, and here and there ctiltivated &rms, 
which were discovered at its vexge, formed 
an agreeable contrast. The central track 
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through the heatli became lost at Bome 
distance from the house, in the tangled 
mazes of what \had formerly been a noble 
forest, but of which, except a quantity of 
undeni'ood, no vestiges, save a few vene- 
rable trees, now remained ; beneath the 
shadow of whose melancholy boughs, the 
ruins of a once celebrated abbey were 
espied, now literally 

''^A placeof'tombsj- 
Wiuite, deaolUe, where ruin dreary dwelt, 
Broodini^ o*er sifbtlcMi flkulls and crumbling bones ; 
Ghastful be sat, and eyed with steadfast glare 
(Sad trophies of bis power, where ivy twines ■ 
Its fatal freen aronnd) the falling roof, 
The time-stmck arch, t|ie column grey with moss,, 
The leaning wall, the scnlpturM stone deiaced,. 
Whose nonuniiental flatt*i7, mix^ with dnst, 
Mow hid the aame'it tainly meant to inse.. 
All uras dread silence here and undistucb'd^ 
Save what the wind sighed, and the wailing owl 
Scream'd, solitary to the mournful moon.'* 

The fer extended walls of this edifice, 
magnificeat in decay, and whether tinted 
with the warm glow of the setting sun, or 
silvered by tfie beams of the pale moon, 
presenting an interesting object to the eye 
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of taste and feeling, gave an adequate, idea 
of the grandeur of its original dimen^Day 
and was still (!rapable of a£>rdii^ a tenir> 
porary shelter. Amidst the brmubles and 
brushwood that overgrew the ground 
about it, " grey stones, with their heads 
of moss,^f here and there betrayed the 
narrow houses of death— flie .graves of 
those who had long since ceased to con- 
verse with mortal men. 

This decaying pile was a favourite haunt 
of Elizabeth's; the whispering echoes 
which her stealing steps through its 
^^ long-drawn aisles and fretted vaults 
awakened, where once the pealing anthem 
swelled the notfe of praise," gave rise to 
«ensatioi]^ pleasingly awful. The solenm 
meditations it led to, suited. the tender pen- 
siveness of her spirit— a tenderness, a penr 
•siveness increased by the scenes she de- 
lighted to frequent ; for as an elegant 
writer has observed-^" The lonely moun- 
tain and the silent grove seldom fail oi. 
en<^reasing the susceptibility of the female 
-bosom.'' / 
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Wrapped in 4lM8e meditBtioiui, she not 
unftequeatly wandered about, unmindfiil 
ef how the 'flnnutes waned, till roused to 
recollection by 86me hansih nbte, some -dis* 
'cordant cry, the hooting of the owl, or the 
chattering of the daws, thitf held their 
^^ unmolested reign'^ within the ruin; 
These, however, were not the only inha* 
bitants it had, if the rqxHis of the country 
people in its vicinity were to be believed. 
Tradition had giv^i it other tenants, of 
which superstition did not attempt to dis- 
possess it — indeed it would have been ra- 
ther unkind and unmannerly to have done 
so, as for a considerable time they gave no 
cause of complaint whatever to their neigh- 
bours. But every thing in this life, soonar 
or later, must have an end, and so had 
their peaceable behaviour ; for just about 
the period that Munro hegsn to experiaice 
such uneasiness about his son, the whole 
neighbourhood was thrown into a state of 
confusion and dismay, in consequence of 
the malicious tricks and vagaries these idle 
and airy gentry began to play. Willingly 
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woukl llie affiighied nisticflr have entered 
ii^ a subflciipti<m to defray :the expence 
of aendiog them. to join Phoroeh and bis 
host in the Red Sea^^but alas ! thatthejr 
know not how to set about (he matter. 

Mnoro at- first imputed their terror to' 
the powa* of imagination, but a very sAiort 
time sarved to convince him, from the tes- 
timony of his own senses, that there was 
some real foundaticm for it, as cmce or 
twice, in passing the now dreaded ruin at 
rather a late hour, and pausing near it, in 
consequence of the prevailing report, he 
clearly heard noises firom within, well cal- 
culated to alarm the imenlightened mind. 
This circumstance induced him, more than 
once, to go over the building in the day. 
time, and take his station near it at ni^t; 
but nothing remilfed from this measure, as 
he had rather hoped and expected would 
be the ease,.to enable him to prove, to his 
rustic neighbours, that their credulity was 
grossly imposed upon, doubtless for some- 
thing more than the mere purpose of 
frightening them* 
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The consteraatioh gradually became 
greater, and idkiKSB, gossipping, and in- 
ebriety aisued from it. The alehouses, 
alone had reason to rejoice at the general 
disturbdhce and dismay, as, owing to these^ 
Ihey were regularly filled every evening 
aAer sun-set, and continued so till sun-rise. 
This conduct of the lower rustics was too 
grievous and alarming to the higher ones, 
particularly as the harvest was just on the 
point of commencing, not to give rise to 
much consultation among them ; but from 
which, owing to obstinacy in some, and 
want of resolution in others, no good what- 
ever resulted. 

Munro, who purposely joined in all 
their deliberations on the subject^ proposed 
a nightly watch being kept for some time 
in the abbey ; but this proposition- was 
almost unanimously rejected. At length, 
one evenii^, a &rmer, of the name of 
Stubbs, whose land joined his, came into 
a field where he was, and afier some litde 
conversation, " Captain,*' said he, " I have 
been thinking of what you said about pass- 
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iiig a night or two in that' crazy old build- 
ing yonder, which, God forgive me for 
saying such wicked words, I wish the devil 
had dropt some of his burning brimstone 
into long ago, for then we should not 
have been in such a mess as we are now 
about it; and if so be as how you still 
think it would be a good thing to do, why 
I am agreeable tp doing so along with 
you ; fw one may as well — ^hay, had bet- 
ter run the risk of facing old Nick himself 
(the Lord save and defend us from ever 
seeing his cloven feet or long tail), as let 
matters go on in this way. There was 
last night, after being comfortably settled 
in bed and asleep, I was forced to get up 
to go and pen the sheep myself, because 
the boy that looks a'ter them could neither 
be made to do so by fedr or by foul mieanS; 
flat and plain, he told his mistress &e devil 
might pen them for him — ^he wouldn^t run 
the risk of his life or his senses by going 
a»'ter them to the ruin, about which they 
were feeding-^not he, for the best weiher 
in the flock/^ 

VOL. I. ' D 
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Munro assured the fium^ he was as 
n^U inclined as ever to do what he had 
proposed, as a probaUe means of detect- 
ing the nocturnal disturbers of Ihe abbey. 
He advised him, however; to keep their in- 
tention a profound secret, which the other 
jreadily promised ; and it was agreed that 
they should go thither that very nighty as 
soon as darkness had spread its raven 
wings over the hemisphere. This agree- 
ment Munro could not think of conceal- 
ing from his family, well knowing the un- 
easiness his absence from home for a night 
would occasion, if they CQuld not account 
for it. At the appointed hour Stubbs 
called upon him, and both immediately 
proceeded on their secret expedition : — 
Munro armed with a sword, and his com- 
panion with a pitchfork, as the weapon he 
was best accustomed to, but, for the 
present, it was laid across a basket of 
provisions, which, together with a dark 
lanthom, he carried. « 

Munro had scarcely entered the deso- 
lated pile, ere its cold and dampness struck 
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a chill to his hearty as did its darkness to 
that of the fanner. What the latter did 
not like, he never patiendy endured, ex* 
cept compelled to ; do so ; he therefore ^ 
never ceased groping about till he had col- 
lected a sufficient quantity of sticks and 
rotten wood, to form a large pile in the 
stone hall, in which they were, and -to 
which (notwithstanding all the remon- 
^strances of Munro, who re^H'esented to him 
the little probability there was of dieff 
being able to make any discovery, if they 
exposed themselFes to detection, as they 
must inevitably do, by surrounding them- 
selves with light) he set fire. 

♦^ Why dang it, dang it, Captain,^^ cried 
the farmer, rubbing his head as soon ^ 
he had satisfied himself, '' 'tis bad enough 
in any way to be here ; but to be ^ in 
the cold and dark, would be more than 
any one could put up with. I am sure 
you may be glad I have lit a fire, for yon 
look as cold and as blue, as the saying is, 
as a calf of a fi'osty morning. Besides, 
Captain, if there wa^ any thing to be seen, 

D 2 
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how the deuce could we see it without a 
light ?" 

" Trw, true, my frigid/' replied Munro 
with affected gravity ; " I see you are at 
»o loss for sound ailment to support the 
im)priety of what you do.^' 

" Why yes,'^ cried the ^former, with a 
look of the most perfect self-iomplacency, 
" why yes/^ his broad features distended 
by a smile of niingled satisfaction and i|n- 
portance, and giving what he called a 
knowing look, " I think I know what I 
am about, but I shouldn^t be vain — noa ! 
rioa V^ shaking his heacJ, " I should not 
indeed ; for it is my poor father, God rest 
his soul, I may thank for being what I am, 
for he gave me good learning as soon as I 
could take it. - 1 was ifor two years and 
three months at a school, at the rate of a 
crown a-quarter, kept by ** 

"Oh well,^' said Munro, perfiaps not 
consciously interrupting him, *' the ex- 
pence was not thrown away.^' 

"No, no, that's what father said.-^ 
*B0y,^ he has often and often said, *I 
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don't grudge what I have laid out upon 
your learning, because I see as how you 
lakes to it.'r—Just cts you and I, Captain, 
iaid last Autumn, about our two com 
fields, that cost us so much to manure. — 
^ We don't grudge,' says we, * the expence 
these here fields have cost us in manuring, 
because they have yielded us such a plen- 
tiful crop this season/' 
, . On each side of the yawning chasm iA 
jwbieb Stubbs had kindled the fire, a kind 
of. rude and pardy-demolisfaed bench pro- 
jected a little way into the hall, on which 
Jbe and his companion seated themsdves 
c^posite one another ; the basket of provi- 
4sdon8, containing a jar of strong ale, ham, 
cheese, and bread, was unpacked an<f 
-placed between them, and they soon fell to 
up6n its contents. But though the farmer 
bad recourse to every method in his power 
to keep up his spirits, and continued to 
,talk boldly, it was evident to Munro that 
he gradually began to grow faint-hearted : 
this, however, he did not pretend to see, 
trusting, that by giving" him cr^it for cou- 
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rage, he Should inspirit him sufficienlly 
to enable him to retain, at least, the sem- 
blance of it. That a scene more calculated 
than the present to affect a mind inclined 
to. superstition, could not well be found, 
be could not help acknowledging to him- 
self, and of couree, in some degree, excusing 
the gradual eraporation of poor Stubbs^s 
valour. The building was not only known 
to be remote from every inhabited one, 
but the wind made a hollow and moan- 
ing noise throughout it, that might well at 
times have been mistaken for the sighings 
and lamentations of distr^s: a shattered 
staircase descended to the hall, above 
which, all appeared involved in ruin^ mys- 
tery, and darkness; while, on Ihe green 
and slimy walls, the quivering and uncer- 
tain light threw shadows more fantastic 
than any but the most disordered imagina- 
tion could possibly have given birth to. 

^' It is a cheerless spot, jndeed,^^ said he, 
after a short interval of silence, during 
which his eye had been busily employed 
in looking about him; ^^many years, I 
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doubt, have elapsed since any thing like 
social comfort has before been seen in it/' 

^^ Yes, and many more, should it last 
so long, will pass away, ere any thing of 
the like will be seen again in it,'' replied 
the ^urmer ; " for I am beginning to think, 
Captain, that ghost-watching is not the 
most agreeable employment in the world ; 
and a» to my neighbours, I needn't say 
what their opinion on the subject is." 

'' The speedy detection of those who 
occasioned them so much uneasiness^' will, 
Ltnpt, render any further watching unne- 
cessary," answered Munro. 
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CHAP. II. 

I 

*< HeaTcn ban to all allotted, soon or late, 
Some lucky revolutions of their fate, 
Whose motions, if we watch and icuide with sliu, 
(For human good depends on hnmaa will). 
Our fortune rolls as from a smooth descent, 
t « iisd from the iirst impression takes tlie beat ; 
But, if unseixed, she glides away like wind. 
And leaves repenting iblly far behind.** 

DRYDBK. 

" Now that we are upon the subject of 
ghosts and hobgoblins, and such like 
trumpery, pray may I ask you, Captain, 
(for I know you are a good scholar, and 
have seen a good deal of the world, and 
can, therefore, give an opinion on these 
matters one may depend on), do you 
think, ^^ cried the farmer, making an effort, 
but a vain one, the bench being fastened 
to Hie ground, to pull his seat nearer to 
Munro, ^' that a man, having all the Chris- 
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tian duties paicl to his remains, such as 
having a good coffin given to him, and. 
being laid in a snug grave, either has a 
right to, or can come back to disturb his 
neighbours, which, God knows, perhaps, 
he did sufficiently while living ?^* 

*' With God nodiing is impossible^^^ r&. 
plied Muniro, in a solenm tone ; '^ but it 
seems most improbable, to a mind of sense 
and reflection at least, that a Being of 
mercy and benev<dence^ such as he is re- 
presented, such as all his works testify him 
to be, such as daily experience and obsar^ 
vation convince hs^ he is, (foi* who is'thare 
that has not felt hid manifold merciies and 
loving-kindness ?) should permit his crea^ 
tures to be* needlessly tormented; it is; 
therefore,, my firm, my immutable opinion; 
that the spirit once returned unto God, 
who gave it, revisits thia ndher scene up 
more, '^ to make night hideous, and us — '' 

" Aye, aye,'' eagerly interrupted the fer- 
-mor, " you. may well say that, indeed — to 
make night' hideous — wdl, well, &is is 
comfortable— this is comfortable,^' wipmg 

d5 
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his forehead (which w&s ratfier a little 
damp at the moment, but whether from 
the heat of the fire, or whether from the 
oozing out of his valour, cannot be xJeter^ 
mined), with the comer of his coloured 
neckcloth ; : '^ I shall tell my folks at home 
what you have said, in hopes it may have 
some efiecf upon them; for, if a niouse 
does but scratch How in the cupboard^ or 
a bat flit across the roomi, Lord 1 there is 
such a kick-up in a moment, that one 
Would be tempted to think Bedlam was 
broke loose/' . 

They continued to converse with very 
little intermission, but much against the 
inclination of Munro, as too mudi silence 
could not, he conceived, be observed, fi>r 
the enabling them to accomplish the pur- 
pose which had brought them to the build- 
ing. The farmer, however, derived a kind 
of false courage, from hearing the soimid 
of his own voice and his companion's, 
which rendered him regardless of the ire- 
monstrances Munro made on the sul^*edi. 
At length, after a long sitting, and when 



THB DISCARDED SON*. 49^ 

the content^ of the ba^et, and t)ie fife,, 
and light in the lanthom, were neariy ex-, 
hausted, the &rmer, whose patience was^ 
^so by the same time equally so, proposed 
their breaking up watch for Aat night : to 
which proposal Munro, who, from the con- 
duct the fermer had pursued, had no idea. 
<rf their being able to effect any discovery, 
was on tlie point of acquiescing, when a 
tremendous noise, immediately over their 
heads, resembling- that which thunder 
makes when rumbling over a building, ar- 
rested his words. He started, grasped hia 
sword with firmness, and looked around 
him ; while the eyes of the farmer began 
to stare, his teedi to chatter, and his com- 
plexion to assume a livid hue. The rumb- 
ling noi^ oyer head continued for some 
minutes, and was then succeeded by shrieks, 
or rather yells, of a most terrific nature, 
such as torture alone could be supposed to 
occasion. 

" Oh, Captain, Captain V cried the for- 
mer, on hearing these appalling sounds^ 
and starting from the bench to which ter« 
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por had at first rivetted him — ^^ Oh, Cap- 
tain, Captain V^ extending his arms to- 
wards him. 

Munro raised his finger significantly to 
motion him to silence ; the next instant he 
heard the stairs creaking, he glanced his 
quiok eye upwards, and at the head per- 
ceived a tall £dkeIeton4ike figure, enve- 
loped in ^hat appeared to be a winding- 
sheet, and surrounded by a pale luminoYis 
light. He instantly snatched up the lan- 
thom, and darted to the staircase, forgetful 
of its shattered state ; scarcely, however, 
had he set iiis foot on it, ere he was re- 
minded of this by the fidlure of one of the 
steps, and but that he caught, as it gave 
Way, at a banister, he must have fallea 
through the chasm he had thus made. He 
now recollected, what sudden emotion had 
before rendered him forgetful of, that, at 
the side of the staircase, there was a door 
leading to a narrow shelving passage, end- 
ing at a flight of winding steps, which he 
doubted not liad a conmiunication with 
'the apartments above ; he, therefore, hasl^ 



THE DISCARDED SON. 61 

ened onward, and had just reached tiiem, 
when the frightful apparition h^ was in 
queM of rushed down them, and passing 
him with the quickness of lightning, van- 
ished: through a, small space at the side of 
the passage which a door had once occu- 
pied. Munro pursued, and found himself 
in a small square stone room, half sunk 
under ground, and which he perfectly re- 
collected having examined before, but 
without being able to discover more than 
on^ inlet into it. Again he went round 
it,, feeling, as he did so, all along the walls^ 
but without meeting with any thing to iinr 
pede the progress of his hand. After a 
little deliberation, he determined on pursu- 
ing this adventure no fuither §ot the pn^ 
sent, since he could not avoid thinking his 
doing so incompatible >vittr his safety, 
alone ancl unaided as he was ; besides, be 
doubted not the farmer being in want of 
his assistance. He accordingly hastened 
back to the hall, where he found him ex- 
actly in the same spot in which he had 
left him, his pitchfork presented, his eyes 
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9tarmg wildly, his hair upright, every fea« 
ture, in short, betokening' horror and dis* 
may^ Munro shook him several times by 
the shoulder, and than made him swallow 
some ale which fortunately remained ; this 
brought him a little to himself, and after 
heaving a deep sagh, or rather groan, and 
wiping his damp forehead — ^^ Wdl, Cap* 
tain, well,^' cried he, " did you catch it ?^' 
Munro informed him of the issue of the 
adventure. . *' The Lord have marcy upon 
us !^* cried he, after hearing it — " Captain, 
Captain, let us be going ; but don^t ye 
think, 4on^t ye, that Pm afraid — no, no, 
if I had be^i so, instead of keeping my 
ground here, as you yourself saw I did, I 
should have kept at your heels.'^^ 

" Oh, no doubt," cried Munro encou- 
ragingly ; but come, as you say, my good 
friend, let us be off, for we shall make no 
further discovery here to*night, I am sure. 
Take my advice, and keep what we have 
seen a secret, or else things will be worse 
Aan ever ; and also take my word for it, 
that the spirit we saw th^ night is one 
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enreloped in widoed flesh and fafeod, to 
which, I most sincerely hope,, you may yet 
hare an opporttmity of giving a good 
ducking in your hors&pond, since I can 
scarcely think any punishment too severe 
for. the person ivfao wantonly exports with 
the feelings of his fellow-creatures. 

The fermer readily promised the seoresy 
he desired, but by his sQence relative to 
what he had said of the apparition, eviw 
dently proved lie could not be persuaded 
to be x>f his opinion respecting it. They 
quitted the buildii^, and Munro saw his 
companion safely housed are he parted 
from him. 

The next d^y he rcrexamined the abbey 
more narrowly than he had ever don^ be- 
fore, but without being able to discover 
the traces of any hiunan beings, but the 
former jand himself, having been lately in 
it. "He again proposed having a watch 
kept there for a few nights, but the pro- 
posal was now so universally negatived, 
and his wife and daughter expressed such 
uneasiness at the idea of his going thither 
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again, at such a time, that he gave up all 
iiiteDtion of dping so. 

His anxiety about his son dow daily in- 
creased, as every day tended still furtiter 
to convince him of the impracticability t£ 
keeping' him much longer at tbeUniTer- 
aty, except some unexpected change todL 
place in his circumstances, of which he 
had not the FenH)tGst expectation ; no, his 
prospects were now, on every side, cheer- 
less and l^rren ; and, by d^rec^ his iu- 
cessant contemplation of them made bim 
acquire an abstracted manna*, and a look 
of moody care, which drew upon him tlie 
observations of his neig-hbours, and excited 
various conjectures among them as to the 
cause of it ; some thought one thing, some 
anotlier ; all agreed, howeva-, that it must ' 
be somediing very greviouS which tbus 
w^ghed upon him. ^. 

Fanner Stubbs, who, whatever may be 
lought to tlie contrary, was (g-hoets and 
'Ch 4ike Irumperj', as he styled them, out . 
f the question) not only one of the bmvest 
ut honestest of men, saw and thought as 
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much as his neighbours, but, unlike them, 
remained silent with respect both to his re* 
marks and surmises, it being a maxim 
with him, that a man has no right to busy 
himself, unasked, about the afiairs of ano^ 
then H6 had Sfmehow (doubtless firom 
that secret sympathy which, be their edu- 
cation ever so different, exists between 
worthy hearts), contracted a vast liking for 
the Captain, he said, such as at any time 
would have made him fight for him through 
thick and thin ; and it now vexed him to 
the soul, though he said nothing about the 
matter, to see him dropping his head, like 
a blighted ear of com, and going about as 
if crazed with care. 

One evening, as this honest farmer was 
digging in a field, he was joined by a 
neighbour of the name of Watkins, a sly, 
cunning, canting man, of Methodistieal 
manners and appearance, who, though he 
professed to love good works above all 
things, was supposed to love good cheer 
better ; and who, having by some means 
or other (not altogether to his credit, if the 
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rq)ort of the goddess who blew the bihsizeEi 
trump in the little village of Heathwood 
was to be believed) scraped together suffir 
cient to permit him to indulge his propeo^ 
sity for idleness, the oi&pring of a creeps 
iogy grovelling disposition, passed much of 
his time in running about to collect news 
of his neighbours, which lie detailed with 
the utmost avidity, especially if it was of 
an iinfwoufable nature, as he was quite a» 
malicious and envious as he was greedy 
afad hypocritical. 

Against Munro he had wl^ is vulgarly 
called a particular griidge, owing to his 
having espoused, and finaUy eoaUed her 
to triumph over him, the cause of a poor 
widow, who, by some unexpected casualty, 
had fallen into bis power ; as also on ac* 
count of his having repulsed the eflforts he 
made to be on &miliar terms with him'and 
his family. 

Stubbs, who had but litfle notion of cere- 
mony, and who, moreover, did every thing 
but l^te Watkins, for to do that he knew 
would be unchristian*-Uke, took no notice 
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whatever of his approach, but continued 
di^grii^ away as if he had seen no one* 
Watkins^ who knew him well, and stood 
much in dread of him, so much, indeed,, 
that he did every thing he could think of 
^ likely to conciliate his regard, attempted 
not to interrupt him by speaking, till he 
paused to take breath ; he then, after ^^ A 
fine evening, neighbour, a fine evening,'' 
added, with what he intended for an ap-i 
proving smile — ^^ I see thou dost not eat 
the bread of idleness.'' 

^' No," replied Stubbs, as, after nibbing 
his hand against his waistcoat, he dug^ his 
spade, with the aHRiatance of his foot, ag^in 
into the ground, ^' no, 'tis bad bread for 
any one." 

'^ Truly thou sayest right. in saying so; 
those who hanker after it will surely meet 
with punfahment." 

'' Doubtless, doubtless," returned the 
farmer, again applying his foot to his 
spade. 

" I say, neighbour," resumed Walking 
after a shcMt pause — " I say," twitching 
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biar by the «leeve, and pointing with his 
thumb over his left shoulder loi^ards the 
house of Munro, conspicuous fitun the 
spot on which they were, "some folks 
yonder will soon repent, if they abready 
don% having induced themselves in it/^ 

" Well, what's that to you ?'^ replied the 
other, but without seemmg to tmderstand, 
who he alluded to ; " you won't be obliged 
also to repent for their having done so/' 

"Me! no,* God forbid that any of us 
should be obliged to answer for the sins or 
indiscretions of othos!'^ . 

" .Why, I believe," and Stubbs leered a 
little slyly at the demiu^ and sanqtified* 
looking Watkins, " it would be a bad job 
for some folks if they were, seeing as how 
they are loaded with so heavy a burthen of 
their oi;ni." 

" But I say, neighbour," cried Watkins, 
eagarly returning to the subject, for the 
purpose of discussing which with him, he 
had alone sought out ^tubbs, " I say, you 
must lately have seen something wrong in 
the house of the Captain, as he is called, 
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tfaaugh why he should, since not receivuig 
the king's pay, I can't tell ?'^ 

" No, not I,'' replied Stutbs, without 
seeming' to notice this last observation, 
'* not I,'' digging away, *' what should I 
see wrong in it ? have the rats eat through 
the walls V 

" The rats ! — ^ha ! ha ! — No— yet never- 
theless, the prop, the main beam, the grand 
support of the building, is, I think, going 
fest ; but thou dost not, perhaps,'' observ- 
ing the ^ther suddenly suspend his labour, 
and regard him with a kind of vacant 
stare, " understand metaphorical language ; 
I will, therefore, explain : thou must know, 
then, that the Captain (I know I should not 
please thee if I styled him otherwise) has 
brought himself into such trouble, by try- 
ing to bring up his son as a gentleman, 
that I should not wonder if he soon went 
the way of all flesh," and he pointed with 
his finger to the ground^ ^^he frets, loid 
takes on so — ^for which, verily, I should 
pity him, but that I think his pride merits 
chastisement : for what but pride, his wish- 
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uig to have his brate hold their heads, likd 
liimself, above die honest folks about them, 
could have made him think of sending his 
son^to the University forsooth, knowing, 
as to be sure he must, he hadn't a shilling, 
nor a chance of getting a shilling, to give 
him ?'' 

^' Has he asked you,'' demanded Stubbs, 
" to help him to pay for his being there !" 

" Me ! no truly, it vrould be strange if 
he had, being, as I am, of no kindred to 
him." 

" Then, since he has not, I see no right 
you have to trouble yourself about the 
matter, for I suppose you'll allovi^ every 
one has a right to do what they please with 
their own ?" ^ 

"Yea, truly, I grant it; but, notwith- 
standing, a man may give an opinion about 
another." 

; " To be sure, to be sure he may," cried 
Stubbs ; " but,, by g(des, he had sometinoies 
better not." 

" Nay, verily this is the land of liberty," 
said the other, waxing a little, very little 
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warm^ for he was a peaceable man when in 
company, a$ was the case at present, with 
any one he was afraid of, ^' and a man 
may therefore say what he pleases.^' 

" No, there you are out,^'' cried Stubbs ; 
^^ he mayn^t talk treason, let him like to do 
so never so much, and, I believe,^^ looking 
significantly at Watkins, who was shrewd- 
ly suspected of Jacobinical principles, "I 
know some folks who would well enough.^* 

" Pho, every fool knows that ! But, as I 
-was saying, it goes so heavily now with 
-the Captain, that truly I should not wonder 
if he soon broke his heart, or,^^ and he 
drew his hand across his throat — " you un- 
derstand me — ^the unrighteous have ever a 
bad end/^ 

" The unrighteous ! And who told yoa 
Captain Munro was an unrighteous man ?" 

^' Why, hath he npt been cast off by the 
father, who begot him ?^' 

" Yes, but there are unnatural fathers/^ 

" But, I tell thee, old Squire Munro had 
reason to throw ofi" his son, for he wasted 
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his substance in riotous liiang, and brought 
the grey hairs of his mother with sorrow to 
the grave/^ 

" You tell me ! but who told you ? 
Amongst the things/' continued Stubbs, 
suddenly sticking his spade into the earth, 
putting his arms akimbo, and advancing 
. nearer to the other, " you have heard of 
men's eating, have you ever heard, neigh- 
hour Watkins, of their eating their own 
words ?'* 

" Why, verily, no,'* cried theother, step- 
ping a little backward, " I can't say, neigh- 
bour Stubbs, that I have." 

" Then I have," resumed Stabbs; "and 
what is more, I have often made a man do 
so ; and, what is more again, I havn't lost 
the knack yet by which- 1 did so," and he 
nodded his head with meaning to him, aiid 
returned to his spade. - 

" I protest thou art a facetious man," 
cried Watkins, returning in a few minutes 
to the spot from which he just made a 
retrograde motion. 



tHB f>ISGARbED SOS% ^A 



yy 



" Not always— I am hot fiicetious now, 
tead the other in rather a surly tone. , 

" And why art thou not ? I have not 
angered thy spirit, I hope— verily, if I 
have, it was without intending, for I only 
Meant to have a little harmless gossip with 
the^,'^ 

, "I donH like gossip,'^ in the same surly 
tone he had jUst spoken in ; " 'tis only fit 
fcMT women and maudlin men ; if you want 
my more, the^fore, you had better go off 
io your wife, and I take it you ^11 have 
enough ; and hearkee, by the bye, tell her 
f^e had better not let that old turkey-cock 
of her's be ranging about at large, as he 
has done for some time past, scaring all 
the women and qhil^h'en — ^there's not 'a 
^rl in the parish can wear a bit of pink 
ribbon for him ; and, as to my dame, she's 
as mad as the deuce, because she can^ wear 
the red petticoat heir daughter sent her a 
|H?€Sent of, for fear of him. Dang me, if 
flie old bully conies in my way, if I don^ 
bit him a stounder. liiftt lAall make himf 
look about him.^^ 

VOL. 1. E 
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f^ qrae oiacAapBb son* 

^^ That wQuld not ji^ right nor seemly-^ 
thy neighlxwr's laqd-niark,^^ added WaU 
kins, iu a nasal tfm^ *^ or thy oeighlxmr^s 
little, thou sboifld^ not touch/' 

>' Why, as to touching his landrmdrk^ by 
^hich I take it you me^ \d& hedges an(} 
stakes, I should do no such thing, because 
I think to do so would be roguish^ and, 
moreover, natight bring me into trouble ; 
but, as to giving any of his cattle a douse 
in the chops, if they affronted me,! should 
make no more bones of dping so, than } 
would to my neighbour himself, if he did 
t|ie same/' 

" Y(Bt it is a bad thing to smite a nmn ; 
^e Lord delighteth to behold brethren 
dwelling together in Onity, in that goo4 
peace and fellpip^hip, which, I trust, neigh* 
hour Stubbs, will ever exist between us, 

for 1 like thee much ; thou ait a man of a 

...... ' ^ ^ 

pleasant couutenai^ce; and thy discourse 
also is pleasant : why ^It not thou and 
thy spofise let me and my wife have 
pore of thy company ? we do d«(ire it 
much/' 
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^^ I have something else to do liian to 
edtnpany keep ; and, as to my dame, why 
havD^t I told you already of that old black^^ 
guard sentinel of a turkey-cock you keep 
itruttipg before your door ; youdon^tsup. 
pose she wants to be gobbled up as Tom 
tlmmb was ??* 

^^|Ia ! ha ! you maketh me of a cheer- 
fill spirit— ^truly I did not know, till no^ilr, 
the bird was so troublesome to the maidens ; 
if he doth^ not deport himself better for 
the future, I shall, rebuke him.^^ 

« Rebuke him 1 O Lord I O Lord V 
cried Stubbs, seized with an immoderate 
fit. of laughter, and supporting himself 
with the spade ; " and so you didn^t know 
that, like yourself, he was running afte^ 
the DQiaidens ?^^ 

*' Fye, neighbour, fye ! I run after them ! 
no :— I can^t deny but I like the damsels, 
but then it i»- — ^^ 

" Ccune, come, don't burthen your poor 
soul with any more lies this daiy ; if you 
nevar did worse than like a pretty girl, 

B 3 
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:ii'hy DO one could say bad of you except 
they lied/' 

^' I know not any one that speaketh ill 
of me/* 

. ^^No! why then in time, perhaps^ you'll 
be wiser/' 

'^Neighbour," cried Watkins, "I like 
not dark sayings ; let me know who' speak- 
eth evil of me, that I may bring an action 
against tfaem, and obtain damages/' 
•• " No, I'll never put it in any cme's 
power, if I can help it, to ipake a man 
pay for telling the truth," repUed Stubbs; 
with the utmost coolness. 

'I Truth," vexedly repeated Watkins. 
. ^' Yes ; and now that we are upon the 
subject of truth, pray may I make just so 
bold as to ask you, who told you that Cap- 
tain Munro was in trouble for having sent 
his son to the University ?" 

Watkins hesitated to reply. 
•: " Oh, if you doii't give me an author 
,for what you have said, I shan't bdieve a 
word of it" 



:»^ 
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, Watkilis stiir hesitated ; but, at l^gth, 
taAep &aii have his veracity doubted, and 
iiiiuself, perhaps, Inxmght into trouble for 
the supposed fitbiicatioli of a felsehood, 
{irooeeded to say it ivas his niece, who 
lived as servant at iiie Captgdn's. 
► *' And pray how came she by her know- 
ledge of Ins uneasiness ?^' asked Stubbs. 
^^ I ^ke it^ neither the Captain, nor any of 
his fionily, made her their confidant.^^ - 

" No, to be sure not,^* Watkins replied, 
t« |yDt*she had ears«^^ 

** Which die applied to the key-hole,*^ 
resumed Stubbs, with quickness. " I wish 
to the Lord that Old Nick, who tempted 
her to do so, had nailed them to it ! this is 
4he way in which so nwch mischief is done 
in the world, peaceable people set by the 
ears, and innocent characters destrc^ed ; 
for what an caves-dropper cannot hear 
they will make out^ out of their own wicked 
heads, that they -may have a story to telK 
Shame, shame unto those who heaiken to 
them ! they are like the receiver of stolen 
goods, worse than the thief himself. You, 
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wbo pretend tbheno good, and so pioin, 
ind so discreet, to encourage a youi^ 
thing, like your niece, in such shamelcai 
doings ! why you may just as well encou- 
rage her to give away his property, his 
meat, and bis drink, and his coals, and fail 
candles, as to pry into his secrets and be^ 
tray Ihem. By the Lord, if n wench b^ 
kHigii^ to me was to bring iae stich tttfl^^, 
Vd give h6r chops a boxing that eteidd 
make them tingle for homis i « I am John 
Bull — I was bom on the. other ^ide of ft£ 
Tweed — and I like to speak my mind/^ 

^* But how dost thon know I enoomne^ped 
my niece to speak of her master V^ 

" How do I know ! why, if yon didn^ 
wouldh^t you have stopped her mouth tfit 
moment she attempted to open it about his 
afiairs ? But I know the reason you are so 
anxious to pry into his concerns ; I know 
^tis in hopes of discovering some iU, soBoe 
evil of him, for you hate him — ^yes, I know 
your heart is fiill of spite and malice against 
him, and I know also for why* But you^U 
spit them forth in vain against him,^^ and 
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with violence Sfobbs deove hH ^pade agaid 
into the ground—^*' yes, in Tain, I say, fir 
Hie Lord will uphol<l the good against the 
tnachinations of the teicked ; and Csf^taiii 
Munro is go6d ; yes, he is a just man — ^he 
gires to every one his due ; be speaks ill 
of no one ; out of his littl^ he giveth fo th^ 
poor; he has brought up his children ti 
lear God, to honour the king, and to love 
their neighbours — ^that is, I suppose," said 
^ Parttier, a fitd6 helsiiatingly, '' sucll as 
he thinks dteeriiri^ of ^ir love; and 
uliat can a^ man db^ mohe ? He, thar^ 
fi^re, liiat wished ill to sdeh a man » a 
scoundrel ; he who speaks ill of him is a 
&r, aiid a backbiter, and a sBthderer. Go, 
gOy^* he added, aftef a pause, occasicmed 
}}y the foli^esB of his lieart, indignantly 
t*^Yiog his hand as he spoke—" go, go, I 
am qisite ashamed of you, quite ashamed 
to find one, who, from his knowledge of 
holy writ, knows his duty to his neighbour 
so well, performs it so iMsidly : ^tis such 
hypocritical fellows as you who bring i^ 
ligion and the boly word of God into dis^ 
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repute ; for the wicked wpidd never scoff' 
at piety, but that they too often see tbos^ 
^ho pretend to it following tfae*ways of 
unrighteousness. Go, go, take yomtelf to 
task ; and, instead of saying gfodly things, 
strive to do godly things, for words are 
Jbut wind ; ^ by our actions we jnust 
* stand or &U — ^tl^ angel of the Lord marks 
ihem all down upoa a tsMe, at which: he 
will .look at the last day/^ 
; Watkins attempted to say something ; 
but the indignation with which Stubbs 
.turned firom him, soon made him close his 
lips, and take himself quickly and quiedy 

off. 

As. soon as he was out of sight Stubbs 
ceased his dig^ng, which he had recom- 
maiced with violence, and remained for 
some minutes in a thoughtful attitude lean- 
ing on his i^Hide — the exclamation of--*- 
" Oh, *tis a scurvy, scurvy world V^ then 
Iburst from him, as, drawing it out of the 
earth, he threw it over his shoulder aad 
.proceeded home. 
. The confirmation he had. received of 
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Munro's unhappineas, as also the cause of 
ttot unhappiness, deeply affected him ; for 
he was a.&ther, a tender father himself^ 
and judged of the anguish he must expe^ 
rience^at the idea of not being able to give 
his childrein. the advantages he desiied for 
Aem^ by Hiat which his own feelings as a^ 
parent convinced him he should have felt,, 
if unable to have sent his fionily into the 
world properly qualified for. their stations' 
in it. — " But the worst of all,'^ muttered* 
he to himself between his closed teeth, aSy. 
but not as cheerily as usual, he pursued his 
way homewards, ^ is the thought of such a 
mean fellow as thatWalkins, yet perhaps^, 
being able to hold, his head aboTe such a 
real gentleman, such a kind and worthy- 
hearted, man as Captain Munro is. Dang 
me !'^ and he suddenly clenched his hand, 
^' if. any evfl happens to the poor gentle- 
man, and that scoundrel attempts to crow 
over him. — ^But evil will not happen unto 
him; the Lord hath promised he will not 
forsake those that put their trust in him, 
and I am sure Captain Munro docs. . He; 
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ihay seem td fetsake Ibem finr a eetoMO^ ill 
Or^er to try diem ; for trials are, ^tb e^Ad; 
f6t the hearty like ^H^t the furnace is f&i 
gfMy fieeessaiy to pnrify it ; but he, #ill 
tarti his-ftce again towards them, if ik^yt 
stiB continne to call upon him.'^ 
, About this time there arrived in th^ 
neighbourhood a noblemmi of ibe title ot 
Q^ioister, who had an old, but itiagniiw 
cent seat in k, to which he came but sett 
dom — so seldom, that it was his first risil 
to it since Munro had settled at Heatib^ 
wood. 

A few evenings ailer , the convarsation 
just recoimted, Farmer Stubbs called* on 
Miinro, just as he was sittii:^ down to tea 
with the ladies ; he was invited to take a 
cup, or some other refi'eshnient, but de* 
dined either, saying, he had only made 
bold to call on the Captain for a few bro- 
coli plants, which he had promised to give 
him the day before. Munro recollected 
the promise, and took him into the 'garden 
the moment tea was over. Th^ haA not 
got many paces from the house when llit^ 
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pinner; suddenly' stopping, seized MunnS 
by ai button of his coat, and, after l6okin^' 
earnestly in his face foi" ati instant—" Ca|>- 
fedn,^* said' he, "the brofcoli plants' wdi^ 
but ^ fetich to get you from the ladiesh-I 
have sotniething' for your private ear/^ 

"Well, my friend,*' returned Miinro, 
* recovering froni the surprise his so sud- 
deftly stopping and taking bold of him had 
caus^, " I am all attention/^ 

^^ You must know, then,** resumed the 
feftner, "that — od*s i^bbit it !** cried he*, 
rubbing his hands, aiid looking with a dis- 
contented air, after pausing a few minutes; . 
"od*s rabbit it! I find, after all ^ I must . 
tell you a story I hate to think of.** 

" Then the sooner you get over it the 
better, my friend,** said Munro — " so pro- 
ceed.*^ 

The farmer testified, by a nod, being of 
his opinion, and then proceeded to givie 
the purport of his recent conversation with 
Watkins ; which Munro did not hear with- 
out much emotion, though without making 
any comments on it*— "For the Ufe of. 
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me,^' IMX>ceeded Stubbs, ^^ I • could not 
jlrive from my mind the pain I felt at the 
thoughts of your being obUged, (for I knew 
how unhappy it must make you), to take 
that fine youth, Mr. Osmond, from the 
University before his education was finished. 
I wonH say what I wished and wished ; be- 
cause, in my mind, when a man can only 
wish, speaking of his good-nature is but 
like a vain boast. This morning, as I was 
still brooding over what Farmer Watkins 
told me, I got a summons to attend my 
Lord O^Sinister, who, you know, is lately 
arrived in these parts — It was all along of 
his lordship that father and I settled on 
this side the Tweed; but his lordship 

I 

being desirous of having his land cultivated 
here after our English fashion, nevar rested 
till he got fether and I (seeing as how we 
were reckoned as good agriculturists as 
any in the kingdom) to give up a feroi we 
rented from him in Derbyshire for one 
here. But, as I was saying, I was sum- 
moned to him ; and, after he had asked 
me a power of questions about this part 
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and that pc^ of his land, and so on^ and 
made much of me, for though a lord, and 
a marvellous proud man, he can be very ' 
courteous ; and the prouder a rich man is 
to his equals, why the more pleased a poor 
man is with his affiibility to himself — -r-^^ 

" No doubt, . no doubt,^* cried Munro, 
finding the fiurmer paused, and looked as 
if he expected him to say son^ethii^. 

^^ Well, after my lord, ^ as I said, had 
made Inuch of me,'^ resumed the farmer, 
f^ he began to question me about this here 
farm of yours, which you must know, per- 
haps you do already, once belonged to 
him, but was sold to a friend who wanted 
to be qualified for a company in the coupty 
militia, from whose hands, he being a sad 
spendthrift, it soon passed into others, and 
so on, till at length, all tattered and torn, 
as one may say, it came into your^s. 
' Farmer,^ says he, ^who owns Heathwood 
Farm ? has it got into apy thing of better 
hands than it was in when I was last here?* 
. '^ Has it ! repeated t; so then I tells him 
how that it had, and all about w hat you did 
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tbif it ^ And who is fliis Captain or Mfi 
Momtf, that yon tdl me fi so ciever in thi 
AEahagenJetit of land ?' said he ; so I a]s6 
told him* that ; sind, from thence, he b^ad 
to ask me question after question c6ncern« 
ing you'. At first I was a little shyidi 6t 
ao' of ani^erii^ him, foi" I don^t much 
like, Aor neta* did, talking' of other peo:- 
ple^s a^irs; till, at letigth, pop it cam6 
info iriy helwl, all of a sudden, that, per- 
haps, as Z had told him what a worthy 
gentleman, arid what good subject, and 
a gb6d man altogether you were, he might', 
if I also told him how you were straight- 
eied a little bit or so in your circumstan- 
cies, lend a hand to help you ; and so, the 
thought had no sooner entered my brain, 
thian out came every thing I knew, and 
naoreover, everything I thought of you/* 

•* Every thing V^ involuntarily ectoed 
Munro, scarcely knowing whether to be 
pleased or displeased. 

"Aye, by golesP' cried the former; 
*Vwhen once I begaii to tell him how your 
&ther had -used you, and wliat' a different 
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4m ybVL were yciiirtielf, I couMn^t teeW* 
mppeA mj^MS for th^ fifd of M». BM^ 
€a]fi«ain/^ sucfdetily efaangingr hic^ t6i»e ^ 
exultation into one of SQbniissiola, ^^ I hc^ 
)^bu dont tdke artniss wBat I ciid ; it t(w not 
for the sake of tattling ; I have alrMdy 
9eSA I qfK)ke of your aflaniB, but merely in 
h&pes of getting you . H firtaid, beicause I 
had n6t the p6\^er i>f being snich ^ otie- ttf 
ycW nofyteir as I knfew you wanted and de- 
served.** 

Tlics6 words determined the feeling^ of 
Mirnro ; he eagerly grasped the hand of 
the farmer— ••* My friend, my friend/^ h^ 
said, perhaps not as articulately as he had 
just before spoken, " I believe you ; and 
you are therefore entitled to my gratitude, 
b^ the result of your conununication re- 
ipect^ng me what it may. But I tnisC 
l/>rd 0*Sini6ter could not imagine you 
were set on to speak of me — I confess it 
would hurt me if I thoug*ht he did, as at 
any time I would rather make a direct than 
an indirect application for a kindness.'* 

^^ Bless you, he think a thing of th^ 
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kiDd ! not he indeed ; it must have been 
dear enough to him, even if he had less 
sense than he has^ that what I told him of 
you was all of a sudden thought.'^ 
/^'Well, did he make any observation 
upon it ?* V 

"You shall hear-T-* Farmer/ says he* 
laying down a^ cup of coffee j^ie was rais-^ 
ing to his mouth, ^ yqu hate afifected me 
much, by whgit you have told me of your 
worthy fnend, Captain Munro ; and I pro- 
mise you,^ says he, ^ it shan^t be my fault 
if he and I are not better acquainted ; for,' 
says he, (and he laid his hand, which I do 
verily think to be as white as Mrs, Munro's, 
or Miss Elizabeth's, but which, to be sure, 
is no marvel, seeing as how, in the course 
of his whole life, I don't suppose he ever 
did as much as brush a hat for himself) ; 
* for/ says ,he, 'my heart warms to a cha- 
racter of his kind — ^but how should it not, 
seeing as how it is so like my own ; yes, 
th^e is too great am analogy,' yes, that 
was the word, ' between his and mine, not 
to make me feel an interest for him'-^a 
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sympathy too, I think he wid, but indeed 
I won^t be positive, for I did not entirely 
comprehend the meaning of all his words ; 
for though, as I have already said, I got a 
good education, I didn^t go as £ur as the 
wolrds that are of Roman and Grecian ex- 
traction, I think they call it, as they say all 
the hard (Xie's are. So,^^ continued the 
&ram^ ^^aflerlhinking a little on die sub- 
ject, I thought it would only be right and 
proper to come and let you know what 
passed between my lord and me concmi- 
ing you, lest, if I did not, you mi^ be 
taken at a nonplus by him/^ 
V " Caiainly, my fiiaid, it was right I 
should be acquainted with it ; and I thank 
you for the considanatifxi that induced you 
to make the disclosure, as also for the kind 
interest you take in my concerns/' 

*^ And you are not in the least angry 
with me V^ asked Stubbs, with an anxious 
,190k »d in . eom^du^ tone. 

** Angry ! how could jou suppose it 
possible I could be angry with a person I 
look upon as a sincere friend ? No, the 
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io06ve with me is every thitfg*— be, ef 
yfboBe wiatung to serve me I was assured^ 
ymold be entitled to my gratitude, even. 
Ibough he mistodc the way/' 

*^ Ah^ yours is an honest, honest hearty. 
C^)tain l^' cried the farma* ; ^' and I trust 
it will soon be a joyful one ; however, I 
ffty nothing positive about my; lord; Ue 
«lay think,* and he mayn't Ifaink more aboqt. 
irfaat he said*^he^-*in t^ort, what 1 wdiifal 
iB^ is,^that it is a bad filing to reckon one'! 
eliieleeiis before tbey are hatched/' 

'^ I understand you, my Mend ; but dotiH 
fear that I shall .dratF disappointment tipbil 
in^^f^ by beliig too sanguine in my hopes 
— iSae season far castle^building is past." 

" No, I don't fear yom* doing any thifig; 
Aat is foolish," relied the&nner, ''which 
to be sui'e it is, to place too great a depen- 
dance on the promise of any man, that is, 
of any great man I mean, seeing as how 
they are all bits of courtiers in their hearts, 
I bdieve : but good night, Captain ; if no- 
thing comes of what has passed, why you 
are only still as you were, and, if there 
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ddes» why then we HI sing, Oh, be joyftil^ 
and drive old Cafe away V* 
The deflections to which hisconfemHMi 
- with the fanner gave rise, prevented Mtinro 
from returning to the parlour on hil 
leaving him. Wrapt in thought, mu^ng 
6ti the consequences which might result 
from the fiurmer's communication resped^ 
ing him to Loied- O^Sinister, he ^ntinnedg 
tin roused fr6m it by hia #if€f and da^hi* 
ler joining him. AfearofaFakeninghopdl 
HtuBfe was no dertednty ot> having realized^ 
forbade his tonclnng on the subject dH 
which he and the iai-nier had beai c6^ 
fersing. Hie garden in which they hsA 
joined him was tiiie j^vourite scene of all 
at the close of day — here they deli^M^, 
jtmidst the fragrance of exhaling plants and 
flowers, to watch the sun gradually fading 
from the summits of the mountains, the 
evening yielding the World to night ; and 
to listen to the soft and expiring sounds, so 
well according vrith the fading scenery* 
and ever, in the country, the certain ]pri&. 
cursor of the weary labourer's hour of re» 
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pose. Hitha* Elizabeth firquartly brw^ 
her guitar or harp, from both of which she 
{lad hem taught by her mother to draw 
the most exquisite tones, such as sensibility 
0ovld not hear without emotion. 

The kind of sylvan wildness which pre- 
vailed in the garden, was what rendered it 
so particularly pleasing to its owners; it 
was large, and encompassed with steep 
banks, .completely ove^iaread with shrub- 
wood, and topped in jaany ^aioes m&k old 
tfaoms, hc^ies^ and Idackheiry hafibn; 
contiguous to the house it was laid out for 
powers ; the centre was devoted to vegetar 
bles ; and at Ae e^ttrej^ty was an orchard, 
intoi^Nsrsed with Imsod copses ; ^liitie liU 
bae wildly mBaqdered through the soil, till 
it came to a deep hollow beneath^a jutting 
rock, into which it fell, forming a ^lacious 
pool of limpid water, planted round with 
oziers, in the soft but incessant rustling of 
:which there is something of the melancholy 
sound of the iEolian harp ; nor can this 
be wondered at, sinc6 the same invisibly 
musician plays on both* 
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The next morning, while at br^akfest, 
the following note was delivo^ to Munro t 



r 



To Robert Munro^ Esq. 



"Sir, 

" It was but yesterday I had 
the pleasure of hearing I had a neighbour 
of your description ; the moment I was ap- 
prized of the agreeable circumstance, I 
-ahould have hastened to pay my compli- 
ments to you, but for a sudden attack of 
the gout, which prevents me, at present, 
quitting the house ; my confinement to it, 
however, I shall less regret than would 
otherwise be the case, if you will now and 
then &vour me with your society. The 
pleasure of your company to dinner to-day, 
at five o'clock, will confer a particular 
obligation on, 

"Sir,. 
" Your most obedient servant, 

" O'Sinistbr/* 

Pirgrove, i 

Friday Morning. 
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Uvmy readily be imigiiied Manto had 
no h^Bitatioa ib accqpdng tbis pcdite iu» 
Titation ; still, howeva*, he confined to his 
own bosom the hopes it tended to confirm, 
lest, after all, they should be disappointed* 

At the aj^inted hour he repaired to 
Fii^ove, and was ushered into a sump- 
tuous drawing room, w;here he was pre- 
sently joined by the peer, in his morning 
gown and flannel sho^, for which undress 
illness was his apology. Hjs lordship ap<- 
peared about fifty, and was, both in man- 
ners and appearance, the finished gentle- 
man — ^to all the politeness of the old school 
uniting all the ease of the new one. His 
features, though somewhat injured by 
.^e, were still handsome ; and there was 
an animation and keenness in his counte- 
nance, which proyed him still in possession 
of all the mental vigour of youth, and en- 
dowed with no small share of penetration ; 
he had literally indeed, as Shakspeare says, 
a hawking eye, such as seemed calculated 
to dive into the very recesses of the heart. 

His rec^tion of Munro^ was truly flat* 



teripg — they 4iiied Ute-drUie'; and^ dur« 
igg dinnar, and for a short tune after thie 
attendants were withdrawn, the poUticjs' oS 
the day, the libera) metbod^ lately devised 
fbr (he <encQurageinei)t of agriculture, and 
other usefpl arts, were the topics itheypnn!^ 
cipally discussed. The conversailioQ^ then, 
ip consequence of a question or two from 
the peer tp Munro, relative to his connect 
tions in Scotland, became more particular 
$md interesting ; till at length the former, 
but in the most delicate manner, hinted to 
his guest his perfect knowledge of the 
cruelty and injustice he had met with from 
his family, and his ardent. wish to render 
him a service. 

Notwithstanding Munro^s expectation of 
somettiing of this nature, his emotion was 
quite as great at the moment as if he had 
not entertained one of the kind. 

^' Good Heaven !^^ he inv(duntarily and 

mentally exclaimed, ^^ in how many linex* 

pected ways does Providence interfere for 

man ! how little, when Usteniiig to the 
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rough effiisioiis of Farmer Stabb^ hcNi^ 
heart, ^d I imagine I should ever be in- 
debted to him for a powerful frigid !*^ 

With all the warmth of gratitude he 
thanked the peer for his proffered kind-^ 
nesB; and now, the ice being broke, his 
situation was freely and candidly discuss^. 
The result of this discussion was, Lord 
O^Sinister's insisting that Mr. Osmond 
should in ftiture be considered his care^ 
continued at the University for the usual 
time, and inunedialely instructed to com«^ 
mence the study of divinity, for th^ pur^ 
pose of qualifying himself for a living of 
oHisiderable value in the gift .of his lord-* 
ship, the incumbent of which was^ at 
this time so £sr advanced iniife, that it 
might reasonably be expected it would 
soon become vacant. 

" And now, my worthy Sir,*^ 4;ried Lord 
O'Sinister, wheii this matter was settled, 
looking at Muurb, with a countenance 
heamii^ with the sotisfoction of a weH* 
pliaased mind, " how can 1 serve you ?** 



THB DISCARDED SON. 07 

** Oh, my lord, in serving my son you 
ierve me/' i^lied the greatly agitated 

Munro. 

" Well, well, that may be,^ returned the 
peer, smilingly, " but I never apfHX^ved ot 
parents being depaident on their children^ 
new connections but too frequently cau^g 
old one^s to be n^lected ; not, I confess, 
witfi impmiity^ but the hour of remorm 
often strives too late ; ipo tell' me what kind 
of situation you would hke, for I cannot 
think your present laborious one of a feup- 
mer, so ill according with your former 
habits, can be pleasing to you.^' 

" Jt certainly n^th^ is or ever was, my 
lord, but necessity is an arbitrary power, 
at whose shrine inclination is often obliged 
to be immolated/^ 

" What say you to returning to your 
former profession K 

Munro started, and ranained silent for 
a few minutes — " My Lwd,*^ he then said, 
" I will be very candid with you ; I should 
be very unwilling to enter into a situation 
tliat would be liable to separate me from 

VOL. I. . F 
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my &mily, a» a military one certainly 
w€mld, or else oblige me to expotse Ihem 
to difficulties and dangers they are not ac- 
customed to." 

" You entirely mistook my meaning/^ 
cried Lord O'Sinister with quickness, *' if 
you thoqght I had an idea oi offering any 
•thing to your acceptance that would re- 
duce you to the alteniative of either leaving 
your family, or else introducing them into 
scenes of danger — ^what I me^nt was, mere- 
ly to know whether, if a military appoint- 
ment that would not retider you liable to 
be ordered abroad could be procured. for 
you, you would have any objection to 
accept it — for instance, an adjntaacy of 
militia?" 

" The thing, of all others, I should HHe," 
replied Muhro eagerly, and with a flush of 
joy upon his cheek, 

*^ I am truly happy to hear you say so," 
returned his lordship, "since I have one 
at my disposal, which, from this moment, 
i consider yours." 

"My iord, I cannot, cannot," Miid 
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MmuTQ biteringly, and with his luaid 
j^pread upon his kd^uiing breast, \^ speak 
the sense I have (if your kindness/^ i 

*' Well, weM/^ returned the peer, wMi 
4istiU more expressive smile than he had 
hefere given him, ^^that it may not be 
oppressive, I ^H point out a way by which 
you may make me some requital for it — 
you see, Mr. Munro, I am what is called a 
plain spoken man, but I love to come to 
the point at once, since I think there can- 
not be a greater proof of folly tban to 
waste minutes^ '^die fleeting minutes of 
too short a life,^^ as the poet justly and 
emphatically styles them, which might be 
usefully employed, in unnecessary pmio- 
tiUos. If a man can render me a service, 
I like at once to ask him — will he? if I 
can do him one, I should think myself 
undeserving of any gratitude fof it, if I did 
not directly tell him so. The service you 
can lender me is by repairing immediately 
to Ireland, in the northern part of which 
kingdom I have vety consid«able pro- 
p^y, and endeavouring to conciliate the 

F 2 
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confidence of my dependants and taiants, 
and induce them to acquiesce quietly in the 
measures now pursuing by government for 
raising a militia there, and to which, either 
through ignorance, obstinacy, or the mar 
chinations of evil-minded persons, perhaps 
all together, they, likis the majority of the 
common pieople, are averse, and trying to 
resist; should they continue to do so, some 
blame will probably attach to me, as, from 
the influence my property gives me in the 
county, and my being appointed io the 
comtnahd of the r^nient there raising, 
and in which I now beg you to understand 
3'our adjutancy is, it will, perhaps, be sup- 
posed that if I exerted myself properly, the 
reverse would be the case. To let govern- 
ment imagine I was not saixious to forwai-d 
its views, would be to do myself a smous, 
in all probability an irreparable injury; 
yet, notwithstandijig my thorough convic- 
tion of this, I am, at this period, so situ- 
ated, tliat, without putting myself to the 
greatest inconvenience, I cannot go to Ire- 
land ; in coiisequehce, I have, for some 
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time past^ been looking out for some friend^ 
to whom I might safely entrust my int^^est 
in that quarter ; but, till now (don^t ima- 
gine I flatter) did not meet with one to 
whom I thought I could. My wish is, that 
79a should repair directly to Ireland, take 
possession of ftemansion^iouae at Temora, 
mid use every means in your power to 
gain, as I have already said, the good will 
of my people there, which obtained, all the 
rest will follow of course ; for once obtain 
the regard and confidence of ain Irishman, 
and you may almost pa^uade him to what 
you please. Will it be convenient to you 
to set off to-morrow ?" 

Munro hesitated' to reply; there was, 
^tis true, but one obstacle to his immediate 
dqMurture, but that was iiisurmountable, 
beidTg nothing less than a want of cash, 
that grand mover, now-a^ays, both of 
animate and inanimate bodies— a want so 
painful to, the feelings of a man ol delicacy 
to disclose, that poor Munro knew not how 
to confess it. From being comjpelled to 
do 80 he was saved by the quick-^ghted 
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peer, whp, with one badf gladce of hiii^ 
liawking eye, perceived his ^mbarrasfr* 
meiit, and instantly conjecturing the cause 
•— " Come, come, my deaor Mr. Munro.'^ 
said he, laying hi^ hand as he spcd^ ]»^ta 
the arm of his again g^reaitty agitated com-* 
panioo, adid regarding him wilb the most 
smiling and oomplacent: countenance pdfiM 
sil^, ^^ we must no longer' consider our-> 
selves as strangers to each oAer'-^I liave 
already mentioned my heing a blnnit ma& ; 
die truth thefefore is, you at pres^ re-* 
quire a litde pecuniary assiatance/^ 

'' I cannot contradict your lordshifi; hmt 
a few days will, I trUat^ suffice fdr the pwu 
pose of ebablmg me to HHse a sufficient 
sum on my farm, tt>~ — ^^ 

" iTut, tiat P' interposed bis lordstnp iin^ 
patientiiy, ^^ I b^ yomr pardon, Mr. Mmira; 
for interrupting yon, but, be£>re ysa coiild 
mortgage an acre in such ati oui4)£>thek 
way phoe a» this, why the foish militia 
might not only, I am^ persuaded, be em^ 
bodied, but disembodied, and embadied 
again; no, no, dispatch is ^ the soul of 
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•]r;n<,i^:': 



you must theardbre pennit me to 
be your banker on this occasion — will five 
hmidred pounds answer your pres^it exv- 
gencies ? speak eaudidly I entreat/^ 

" O more^ more than answer, my lord/* 
Beptied Munro eagerly. 

^ Nay, excuse me for thinking dl^er^ 
enfly ; Jn the first place, you must irnme* 
diately provide for your son's prolonjged 
sfey at colkge ; in tlie nexj;, ali tftat is 
requisite to prevent those: yoir feaver at 
home suffering any inomvenience during 
your absoice; foiX>i (^cm^btless,.^^ continued 
1am lordships witb incv^using 
^ you have no idea of removiiig your 
ly, till comfertably setded with Uie regi^ 
ment ; to do so before, indeed^ woufd be 
highly iD^propa? ; and, thifdly, though 
your joum^ to Irelaad will Bot, .of ndbi^^ 
i mean, need not, be a very expraoive oue^ 
you will find a residence there ju^t at. thtf^ 
time rather so, as^ io faeilitote the aceoi»- 
plishment oS tiie bustncto you are; going 
on, it will be necessary ft>r you* tq entertsoft 
a good deal/' 
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^^ But such a loan, without any security^ 
without specifying any time for the repay<« 
ment of it,''' said Munro anxiously^ 

^^Wdl, well, since so scrupulous, so 
ovar-deKcafe,'* replied Lord O'Sinister, 
still smiling, '^ you shall do both — ^yes, as 
$hylock says, you shall sign me a bond, 
in a merry mood, but not for a pound of 
flesh." 

' " But when, when, my lord ?" eagerly 
demanded Munro. 

** Why now, or to-morrow^ or when you 
return from Ireland, or— whenever you 
please ; my steward here has always bonds 
and stamps of every description lying by 
liim,'' answered the peer, with seeming 

carelessness. 

: "Now, now then, my lord, if you 
please,^^ cried Munro, who felt that he 
should breathe more freely, that the obliga- 
tions his lordship had conferred on hind 
would sit lighter on his heart, when he had 
giv^ an acknowledgment for the sum in 
question ; " pray let him be instructed io 
pre{)are a bond for my signature/ 



» 
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** Well, since you are so very urgent^-lmt 
really, Mr. Munro, this between friends/* 
puUiB^ a bdl, however, as he spoke, " is 
quite unnecessary/* 

On his summons being obeyed, he orr 
dered the steward to be sent in ; accord- 
ingly, in a few . minutes he made his 
appearance, and, having received the ne- 
cessary instructions respecting the bond, 
returned with it by the time coffee was 
over, and, together with an inkstand, laid 
it before Mmu'o for his signature. 

Munro was stretching out his band for a 
pen, when the steward suddenly exclaimed 
— " But, my lord, you know two persons 
are required to witness the execution of It 
bond.** 

" What a precise blockhead 1** netuhied 
his lordship, but without taking his eyes 
off a fine spaniel with which he was pla}^ 
ing ; ^^ have I not told you that this bond 
is a mere matter of form ?'* 

^' JBy no means, my lord ; I neither can 
myself, nor wish any other person to look 

y5 
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upon it ag such," cried Munro. ^ I flu^e- ' 
fore request another iviitiiesv maiy be ealled/^ 

"Well, well, yoa shall Be gmtified,^' 
said his lordship, again applying his haaiol 
to the bell. - ' ' - 

" You write, John, I suppette ?^^ fo tfie 
servant who an&rwered it. 

" No, my lordy no/^ replied JofaHy WiHi 
evidenttductance, and an air of confonm^. 

" But, I presume^ some of the other seft- 
rants do,^^ said his lordship. 

" I don't know, indeed, my lord, bat 
I *}i ask as soon as they come in.^^ 

" in I why where are tfiey ?*' 

^^ Gone to a wedding in the neigbbonf^ 
hood, my lord/^ 

" A wedding ! oh then I must excuse 
•Aem.'* 

** Especially;^ my lord,^* observed the 
steward, " as this business need not be de^ 
layecl on their account, as there is a young 
-man now with me, who will answar fiw a 
•witness, if your lordship ha8 no olgectiofik 
to CMJhnit him«.^* 



>v 
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^^ Ob) none in 1b& mirldy sinee Mir. 
Munjro'wiH bave sA tbe l^aL fomis gsone 

The steirard accordingly ^ihdrew far 
fa»9f ^isikoi'^* with whom ptesentij Teturniiig, 
llie bond was' legally executed^ and ^ 
imred to Lord O'Sinister. 

^' Upon my honour (wiFth a> langh), this 
is a good thing/^ ctied he^ as be folded up 
the pdper; ^^ hare I have got your bond, 
for a sum you have not received ;** he rose 
as he spoke, and going to an escritoire in 
a com^ of the room^ drew out a drawer. 
^^ I doB^t think, Mr. Munro/^ pausing here, 
his back mther turned to wa^ls himv ^^that 
you looked over this bond ?^^ putting it 
up, however, at the same moment. 

" No, my lord, I did not think it neces- 
sary to do so/^ 

" No, certainly jiiot, Jenkins is exces- 
sively exact in all matters of this nature ; 
I have glanced over it, and find he has 
strictly adhered to his instructions, render- 
ing it payable in the course of five years, 
by instalments of a huodred a-year, of 
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which aaid iittrfsdmaitsi (in a good<4ifttured 
tone), you and I will speak hereaftor. In 
the mean while I must tell you, that I shaU' 
expect you '11 keep a regular atoount of 
your disbursements at Temora, that I may 
settle with you concerning them^ as, what- 
ever you expend there I shall consider bid 
out on my account/^ Then,, locking up 
tile bscritoire, and returning to tiie tabk^ 
.'^ I believe/' laying some bank-Jiotes bew^ 
fore him,. " you;*ll find these right J' 

*^ Peifectly, perfectly, my lord," in an 
.agitated tone, replied M unro, as he cruslied 
,ihem in his hand, and put them into hia 
waistcoat pockety 
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*^ How abandoacd is that heart which bal^eH the (ear of ■»> . 
nocencp, and is the cause, the ftital. cause, of overwb^liniug'the 
•potlesa sonl» and ylttngp^i^ ^ yet ant^ioted mind into a sea 
of sorrow and repeiitajice. Though Ijoru to protect the fair^ 
does not nan act the part of a demon— first alluring by bia 
Icmptationa, and then trivmpbang iu bis rictoty : when ri^ 
laiuy gets the ascendancy, it seldom leanea the wretch till U 
has thoroughly, polluted him/* 

Stern B*t Lvtter» 

LaRD O'Sinister resumed his seat and the 
conversation, which the entrance of the 
Steward had interrupted : this principally 
treated of the neighbourhood and beauties 
of Temora, whieh his lordship rejN^esented 
as a very fine seat, and contig^us to thesea>; 
so that Mumtr, on Ismding at Donagha-^ 
dee^ would have but a short journey to i*,. 
ASser a short interval of silence, he sudden^ 
ly acquired ^ whether Munro bad many 
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children? On receiving his reply. — '^ Aye, 
true, trae/' said he, ^^ I now recollect Far- 
mer Stubbs told me you had but a son and 
daughter — ^Is the young lady younger tlmn 
her brother ?'^ 

Munro bowed. ' 

^^ And a fine girl, I make no doubt ; 
well, I hope, Mr. Munro, you wonH dislike 
the idea of haying an Irishman for asoo. 
in-bw; for I think it veryprebaUeyoa 
will, as the Irish are^ 1 assure you, quite as 
capable offorming dittnteraeted, as fervent 
attachments.^^ 

/^I know they are, my lord; and, as 
none can admire the wannth of soul and 
generosity that chapaetesised Ifaem more 
Amn ld(>y9o, cf course, I should be hnppy 
^f a connexion with them : the worth of 
Jlk^iWrn who msiy wish to bfeufi ^ fete 
wAh my daughter^^ and Dot his eoimtry, is 
whatk I shall look t^J^' 
. The peeir testified the wannest appit)bar 
.tijan^ of his-sentunents, and th^ni proceeded 
.ta express th^^. regret he felt, at th^ hjKle 
probabiUty tb^re was of his^beii^ able, a| 
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this period, (^Wirig to illDei^, and theaffi^ 
wlHck had brought him intp^ Sccrtiand, td 
pay his compliments to Mrs; 'Minm> ^md 
her fair daughter — ^* Should I ho<, how- 
ever/* he^ continued, ** ^s simie eonsola^ 
tion to thimk, that nett sumn^r I ma^ hope 
for-^ honour bf an introduction to ikeM^ 
as I then purpose bringing tady O'SuMSter 
aiKl Miss Athelston^, my daughter, here, 
•and so on to' Ireland^ ; in the meannMl^ 
you^l oblige^ me much by presenting mjr 
compliments to tbem] alid informing t^tn- 
it is my earnest request that they would 
make the same use of the gard^is hereas H 
they were their own.^* . 
- Munro made a suitable . reply to this 
obliging speech ;^ and soon aller». concliidf- 
4ng his lordship must, from the present 
-state of his health, wish to retire early to 
repose, arose to take leave, but was <5om* 
pelled to resume his scat, nor suffered to 
^lepart till be, had partaken of a collation 
with ihe ,peer. He tlieii quitted him, wilfc 
a heart overflowing witli gratilncte— -a 
gratitude too great fer words^ but wfai<!h 
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children? On receiving his reply^ — '^ Aye, 
true, tnie,'^ said he^ ^^ I now recollect Far- 
mer Stubbs told me you had but a son and 
daughter — ^Is the young lady younger than 
her brother ?" 

Munro bowed. ' 

^^ And a fine girl, I make no doubt ; 
well, I hope, Mr. Munro, you won^t dislike 
the idea of having an Irishman for a son* 
jn-fccw; for 1 think it very probable yo« 
will, as die Irish are, I assure you, quite as 
capable of forming dittntanested, as fervent 
attachments/'' 

,^^l know they are, my lord; and, as 
none can admire the wannth of soul and 
geneiwily that chamctesised them more 
than I dQy so, d* course, I should be haj^y 
^1: a Qoiftnexion with them : the worth of 
4be ^nfisii who xmy wish to hknd: h^ fete 
with wy daughter^s^ and not bis country, is 
what I shall look to/' 
. The peei? testified the warmest apptobar 
j6pvk of his-sentunents, and thi^ praceedeEi 
.to express th<Q, regret he felt, at th^ Ujttle 
probabiUty tb^ was of }m being able, at 
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this period, MTiiig to illtie«8, and theaffidfin 
wluc4 had brought him iitti^ Secrtfand, to 
pay his compliments to Mrs? Mutiro dud 
her fair daughter^ — ^* Should 1 hoi, hew- 
ever/* he continijed, ** ^tis 6ome eoHBola^ 
tion toi tM^, tl)at nei^t i^mmer I ma;f ho|>e 
for the beiK>ur of an in^^tictioti *o than>, 
as I then purpose biingiftg tody O'Sinfeter 
8dKl Miss Ath^lfifton^, my daughtssr, here, 
aiRd 00 on to* IrelafiMl; in the meanii4idte 
you^l oblige^ me nwpeh by j^rei^^itog* fittjr 
oompliments to Aemj aiid infomiing thete- 
it is nty earnest requcstthat they would 
make the same use of tbe gardatis heih as i^ 
they were their own.^* . 

Munro made a suitable . r^ly to this 
obliging ^eech ^ and soon irfler,. conckidf- 
^ing his lordship m\UBt, fpom th^ present 
ste^e of hia health, wish to retire early to 
repose, arose to take leave, but was <5ot£(* 
pelled to resume his scat, nor suffered to 
depart till- be. had partaken of a ceUation 
with the (peer . He theii quitted him, wi^ 
a heart overflowing witib gTati|ude---a 
gratitude too great fi»r words^ but wfaick 
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caused him, as they parted, silently to pray 
thi^t the dews <^ heaven might MI tiuck in 
blessings on him. 

. He Jbad scaK^ely passed the outer gate^ 
wbm he felt his arm suddenly seized behind. 
He turned round with quickness,and tfiough 
the light was but fiiint, disceroed the honeirt 
^untenance of Farmer Stubbs. 

^VC^ptain, I b^ pardon for stopping 
you,,'* he cried, "but — ^but — ^^ and his 
heart seemed so full he could scarcely 
iSpeak*— " I find,,'' pointing with his thumb 
over his shoulder towards Firgiovey " you 
have been up at the great house with the 
great man.'^ 

" With the good man^'^said Murro, em- 
.pJ[|atieaUy» aiid laying his hand upon his 
shoulder. "Farmer/' added he, his heaiit 
diluted with unexpected happiness, and 
.warmed by the generous juice of tfaegrape, 
," give me thy hand." 

" Dang it, that 1 will, with' m heart and a 
half," answered honest Stubbs, directly 
striking his hand into the ext^ided one of 
Munro.. « 
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Munrb pi^eaied it betWeen hii^-^^^Far^ 
tuer/^ said he^ '^umy'st tfaM oevariteDd 
80 much in need of a firieod as I did ; bat 
should^st &oU-^'' he paused for an instant, 
md elevated his fine eyes towards heaven, 
** niay^st Iboa obtain just such a obq as 
thou hast been the mems of pmouring* 



me*'^ 



** Amen, amen V^ ejaculated Stubba sob- 
bingly; *'and so my Lord O^Sinister--!!- 
well, well, he shall, from this time forth, 
be my white-headed boy — but. Captain, 
don^t— d<m^ ye, I pmy, go for to say as 
how you are so much obliged to me ; it 
Was myself I was obliging when trying to 
oblige you, for I did foel so lumpish when 
I thought of your being forced to bring 
home that fine youth, Mr. Onmond, be- 
fore— —but, but we won^t look back to 
old grievances — ads dads, Captain, if joy 
made one as light here,'' pointing to his 
forehead, ^* as it does here," pointing to 
his heart,^ *^ some folks just now might well 
be mistaken for crazy/' 

He then, owing, Mump could not avoid 
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tfainki^gy to nxk intiiitiive ddicftcy- not al- 
vajjfB to be ffwmd id per&NMis of a highjac 
description, ran off, without addng a ques^ 
tma a& to what Lord O^Sinister had done. 

Mtimx)^ found his wife and daughter mt* 
ti&g up for hkn. The joyful tidings he 
had to reveal wene soon made known, aiid 
their joy was unspeakable. 

'^ Ob, what a worihy; wha|^ a ehamwig 
Bran must Lord OSii^ster l^r^ cried the 
^ende, ycA waictn4«iairte<i Eli^^ 
a noble use do» he .make ofhis riches^ an^ 
due power Pravidwoe haa kivested him 
with of ddilig good I— if all gvee^ inen were 
like him, diene would not' be sos much 
nskaery mti^ w^H-ldip ilKre i^^^ 
^' Ceistaliily not^^^ returned her &diar^ 
*' Yet/' si^ Mi^. Munyp,, in TisiM&^no- 
lion, and taiilii% tenderly oil bcff husbwwty 
^^ the hafifiiness he had coi^ferred) is^ the 
priesent instance, m hike human hi^piness 
in geii^^ not without alk>y.'\ 

"All<^» my love !'^ repeated ]\fonr# 
eagerly, grasping h^ bmidy aiMl fecdiingr 
earnestty in h&s i^iU beautiM, still interest- 



ing oouhteBance ; fbr, Hke the raee, i» 
loiing her bloom, Mrs. Mimro did not loose^ 
all her attractions. 

^^ Yes ;: fojr. does not vrtert he had done 
for you obMge you to leave mV* 

^^ But, niy love, for ck) short a tioie only/^ 
. '^ Aye^ but tfam you hare the sea alsa ta 
cross.*' 

- "The pea V^ repeated Munro with a 
hi^b^ " a brooks my love, you notean ; ^y^ 
Ae padsife bet«i<«eifr Port P^triek mA 
DoDi^hadee is- so short, that if the In^eeae 
be at all fevourable^ you n^y, with ease, ia 
the eouvsei oj* one day, lureakfast at one^ 
dine, at theotbef, and be back tiaie ^oQgh 
tosupaitlb^fizsl/' 

" Well, I 'm glad to hear this," said ftfrs. 
Muiu^ iif^tily i|%ii^ aiway a tear, which 
bad gathered in hei^ eye^^' sny feais faave 
made me betray liiy ignorance of the cii^ 
emnstanee.'' 

* 

Though Mwiro had never been xsjMe ini> 
cHned to social chat, to domestic converse; 
than at tliis moment, he had too^ little 
time to make the ^neceasary preparaHioM 
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for his departure, which was fixed for 
line ensiling xoonmig^ to remain long in» 
active. 

^ He wnite a cirouiwtantial account of all 
that had lately ooemmd te his son, etm^ 
gralulat^d him on the smiling prospects 
that were now opening to his view, and 
ttiekxied him a handsome feDuttanoe. 

At an early hour Hie next day faecom* 
pencedtusjoanBey. He4niveifomUBow& 
house, followed, till he was completely out 
of gaght, by the fond and tearful lodks of 
his y^ik and daughter, to Firgrove, for the 
puipose oi receiving from the peer some 
introductory letters to a few of the prin- 
cipal femilies in the neig^bouitiood of 
Temora. 

. Unsuspicious ai dec^, unfcHreboding of 
evil, he begioi and continued his journey — 
a journey which, though alone, his agree* 
able reflections, and the beautiful and ro- 
mantie saenery it gave him an opportunity 
pf beholding, in which the richness of 
§ummer was just at this period bqpnning 
Ito be blended with the verdure of spring, 
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prev^ted his tfahy^ing tedious. Mmy of 
the scenes he beheld in die coutise of it 
were familiar to his view, bat they were 
such as required not novdty' to reilder 
them, charming ; and, firom d^ intereisting 
remembrances theyawdcenedinl]^ tnii^, 
ware probably contemplated with gf^te^ 
pleasure by him than olhers he had pre- 
viously been unacquainted with. • 

Within a few miles of Port Patrick the 
heavens suddenly lowered, and a dreadfiil 
storm of thundor, lightning, and rain en- 
sued. Munro had soon selfish motives 
for regretting this chsaige in the wither, 
being compelled to expose himself to iis 
fury, in consequence of the failure of one 
of the wheels of the chaise. By the titoie 
he readred Port Patrick , he was completely 

4 

wet through. He eagerly entered the first 
inn he came to, but had scarcely done so, 
when, to his great chagrin, he was in- 
formed, that owing to a numb^* of pas- 
sengers having just landed fi'om one of the 
packets, the house was so full, a temporary 
shelter was all he could obtain in it, and 



W4 ^ea tjbuit, eificept ia a poom already 

Aceoi^ingly be mquired for anodier 
imi) <^^ ^'vw* diredied to one of a, Very 
liUDdUe deaeription, dose to the sea. On 
fWDeno^ tbK be feund himself in a room, 
^nijcfa^ from the manner it n^as fitted up, 
iMifiWiered, be saw, the various purposes of 
hall, parlour, and kitchen : oontigubus to 
the fire some rough-looking men, habited 
as sailors, sat drinking ; and, 9t, a little dis- 
tance fiiom them, an elderly 'woman, whose 
immediate approach to him evinced her 
beio^ mistress of the mansion, was iNisied 
in unpacking a b£|i^t of fish on^ table. 

Munro, after inforaning her of the accident 
he had.met with, bilged to know whether 
^he could accommodate him for the night ? 
On being answered in tlie affirmative, he 
desired to have a rooni to himself; and 
was aocordii:i^ly conducted up a few stairs 
to one, whidi instantly bj?ought to his re- 
collection the parkiUr-sple«Mlors of that 
hdonging to the inn described m theDe-* 
serted YiUageT-4ike that, its wall was white- 
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washed, its floor nicd j saaded, its hearth 
with^epen bov^iiB, and flowero, sttdfennd 
gay, itB chimpey-piece omamented with 
hroken teacups, wisely kept for diew, and 
its fumitiire oonsistii^ of a 

<< TaroUhM dock that tickM behiod the door, 
A chest, coatrivM a double debt to pay, 
> A bed by night, a chest of draweia by day.*^ 

Munro stood too nmch in need of a fire 
to have any hesitation in requesting that the 
omameats of the hearth might be displaced 
for on^. He was immediatelT obeyed : soon 
after which, iK,t having dii^, he sat down 
to a dish of the fishhe had seen his hoate^ 
unpacking^ and one of potatoes, with which 
frugal &re, at least so an aldennan wpi^ld 
probably have called it, he was quite £)S 
well satisfied as if a feast that might havie 
vied with a dXy one had been spread 
before him. 

Dinner over, ajokd left entirely to h)s 
own r^ections, his spirits, for tjie Qr§f^ 
time since bis depstrtive irom home,, heg^ 
to flag ; the nidaacholy howling of thp 
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.roiind die house, the still m<Hre 
hncholy and monolopous noise (^ the 
twufCA breakings on the rocky shore beneath, 
the heavy and threatoiing clouds that 
scudded before the gale, and rapidly suc- 
ceeding each other, kept the horizon still 
dark land gloomy, gradually afiected him. 
. At lei^tfa, as a means of dispelling ^he 
melancholy that had thus crept upon him, 
he was induced to tinkle the little bell that 
hung over his head, in oixler to enquire whe- 
ther the landlord, of whom, while atttending 
at dinner, the landlady had spoken, was yet 
come home, that, if so, he might have his 
company over a bowl of punch. 

The landlady answered his summons, 
and, replying to his interrogatory relative 
to her husband in the affirmative, was 
desired to send him up ; accordingly, in a 
few minutes a tall, thin, elderly man, in the 
dress of an invalid, with a wooden leg, and 
a small cocked hat on, made his appear- 
ance, and, literally marching up to the 
table at which Muuro was seated, suddenly 
stopped before him, and, having saluted 
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him bj puttiBg hi« hand to fak hat, desired 
<Hxler8. 

" That you should sit down,'^ returned 
Monro, laughing at the appearance of ori^ 
ginality he betrayed, *^ and partake of thifii 
bowl of punch, which I assure you does 
credit to your wife." 

«' Sir, your are my commanding officer at 
present," the other replied, with a flourish 
pf his hand, '^ and shall therefore be obey- 
ed." Then teddng off his hat he hupg it'on 
a p^, and took a chair at th^ table. '^Yes^ 
yes," he continued, alluding to what Munro 
had just said of his wife, '^ like the re^ of 
her ^x, she knows how to mingle contra- 
dictions ; for punch. Sir, one may say, is 
made of contradictions, seeing as how the 
ingredients of which it is composed are all 
of a contrary nature." 
^ " True," cried Munro, " and it flio^fore 
pro!ves, that, by skilful maAag^ment, things 
opposite and contradictory in themselves 
may yet be so blended as to be rendered 
agreeaUe." 

Th^ are certain signs by which soldiers 

VOL. I. Hk 
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iiid freetnasoiis discover one encrther, be 
tlieir habiliments what they may; the hort; 
th^dbre, badiiot beeti many mmutes in 
eompany with Munro €a« be was persuaded 
he was conversing with a miBtaty man ; to 
put the mattar, however, out of doubt, he 
enquired, and seemed highly pleased to 
find he w)» not mistaken, nevisr feeting so 
ha|:«py, he said, as when^hi the society of a 
person, wlio, like himself, had been of the 
honourable profeeision df ^eums-Mhe result 
of this discovery was along account of the 
mrvice he had seen, and which,'' if he wl» 
to be believed, had been of the most 
perilous natui^, for still his ^torie^ ran 

** Of mo«t'dif(a»troa8 chances, 
Of^mdnni^ aocidcmg by flood andMd, 
Of UiNbrewltb *8capet i' the iimninciit de^^ hMiif h* ' 
Of being taken by the inaojent foe.** 

To all €? wfaioh Mimrolad: quite as patient^ 
d|ough,^not perhaps^ ^quite as diligent an 
mr, ^as Desdemona did to Othello^s fi^ 
tieu of the same: ^t this ivas not Ae 
case, however, he gave no indication ; im 
hosn htimaDf natniip, and, conseimeiitly. 
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tint nodiing more galled a man tfasoi in- 
attentioii to a narative of which he ba» 
viade hhnsdf the hero : but, though he 
ne^Sier interrupted, nor discouraged Im 
host from proceeding, he scrupled not to 
avail himsjdf of a pause in his ccmyarsation 
to try and give a turn to it, by enquiriiaig 
how he liked hs neighbours on the op- 
posite side of the water ? 

** like them !" rejpeated the other; "by 
St. Patrick, their own dear saint, I like 
them much, for they Bpaid their money 
like princes, and, as the old song says^ on. 
Aiend or on fise never turn thdr b^cklH-^** 

"Are they beginnic^ to be better reow* 
ciled than they were to the new military m^ 
jjBJ^lishmeirt forming amongst them ?^^. 

" I cannot say^ but if not ^ir&4f^.m 
time I dare say they will, that is, if piK)^ 
qperiy managed, by which I mean, if inili^ 
measures are pursued milk them ; fer^ like 
Hie. man in the fable, about whom Iheie 
wm a wagar between the sun tsoA the 
<i»nd, bluBtecing measures will ner^ dm 
fwjfkh them ; congee theu- HMpKiti, ^re in 
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a little to their humour, and you may, I am 
certain, do almost any thing with them/^ . 
• '^ Knowing this, how ungenerous in any 
one to attempt having recourse 'to harsh 
oties/' 

" Yes^ and as impolitic as ungenerous ; 
since, like the willow, they will readily 
bead if they conceive themselves well treat- 
ed, but, like the sturdy oak, sooner suffer 
ttemselves to be torn by the violence of 
die storm from their native soil, than yield 
to it if they imagine otherwise/^ 
t " You speak well, landlord,^' observed 
Munro ; " from your language I conjee^ 
ture the study of arms has. not been your 
only one/* 

'\Why no, master, no ; I had good pa;- 
reals, who gave me good learning, and 
'once I was quite a bookworm ; but just as 
they were on the point of binding me to 
a godd- trade, I took it into my head to be 
a sbldier, in spite of all they could say or 
do to present me, for I was their only*^ 
child, and they thot^ht niuch — ^a /great 
deal, perhaps too much, of me^^my po<»r 
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mother in particular ; but 1 paid for my, 
. I'canH help eallilig it, disobedience to her 
wi^es, for had I staid at home quietly, as 
\ dm wanted me, I probably,^' glancing at 
his wooden iteg, *^ should have had no oc- 
casion for this ; however, if I had no other 
cause of sorrow for not haying done so^ 
: «(r|iy I should think nothing of the matter ; 
bi:tt,*at timei^ when I think flu^ perhaps 
my goii^ to the ymrs shortened her d^^s^ 
why &en,'^ kying' his hand on his breast, 

^^ I have such tviitches here, thttt -^^ but 

suddenly brightening up— ^* there is no 
use. Captain, in ripping up old. sores— if 
•we do wroi^, why all we can do' is to re? 
'Pent as. fi^t as we can, and so the matter is 
settled." 

He paused, but a deep .sigh was all that 
'Munro' at tfa[e moment had the power'" of 
uttering, owing to his just then feeling 
something similar to the twitches he com- 
plained of. 

^^ And so, Captain," after a short inter- 
val of silence, resumed the landlord, ^' you 
^are now. going, for the first time, amongs^ 
rmy opposite neighbours ?" j 
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*'Wdl, if ever w& sfaoiikl dianee to 
flttimMe Upon one asioifaer again^ i dsat 
mj I shall hav^ ike pieasure of hearmg^ 
yon say you like them much/^ 

^* I mak^ no doubt you will^— but cb ym 
e«i^ pay them a v»!t'?^* 
< ^^ O yes^ master; often ; vometifues' ott 
one account^ sometimes oa anodier-^I ^OA 
g\aA aiough, whenever 1 liaTe oecasb^u t^ 
do so, tiiey^'are such jolly souls, than whicll. 
diere is nothing I like more, although I am 
not quite as youuf as^ I wa» twenty ymn 
9go ; and, toffreovnT/^ laughing faeaittfy 
as bespoke, and laying hcdd W bk wooden 
leg, ^' have, with truth it mi^ be said, €«ie 
Ic^ already in the graye.** 

Munro assured him, if he tune into the 
neighbourhood of Temom, he i^^iotM be 
happy to see him ; and, afier eating a c^rurt 
o£ bread, and drinking agaki to the hettRIk 
c{ one another in a tankard of ale, Aey se- 
parated fi)r tfie night. 

The heavass the aimiing morning ii^ore 
;^^very different aspect to what they had 
done tibie preceding night ; the sun s^HXie 
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taiih with: a& liid^>gi]nmer bragfatiHSB, Ifaft 
gUfbterii^ wayea aeeoisHi throiigns^ audit 
seUiiig ^mo: a£ir tn behold his gloliom 
faautjrji ^ cleameaft c£ the atnifliBpheK 
paraiitted tl^ wavy ouHine of th6 green 
JbiU9 ^ ^^ to be d]«ti«ie% seen, wd tiie 
«hf9re redq^ded with the noiae of fmasax^i 
go^ said mamersy whilst the packet, m 
yfdikEh Mafiro was to embeurk, s^peared to 
bft diyakeing oa die ti^mbliDg waters, as if 
lEHpatiimt to piifsue its destined courses 
^ftblem of youth ! stiU ^iger, stift anxious 
to rpfih forward into life, reckles of stoqxB^ 
iviappilehensiye of danger I / 

*' Oh, life V cried Munro to himself, as 
,fcie J9jlood upon the deck of the rececttBg 
vessel, his eyes still turned towards the 
idpor^,^ where fency it, the mooKnt ]iad 
cpi^r^d^ up die images erf* bis vKfe and 
^daughte^i purisuing, with looks of love^nd 
.wtehea for bis quick return^ his trackle^ 
course 1hit»i}gh the waters of the deep-^ 
." Ob^ life,** as he eompai^ed his presait 
pimpeots with bis late oiies, as he reflected 
jfUjx tba^ aMid^n sasu:iner in wiiich they liad 
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been changed, ^^how chequered is tfay 
path, how rapid thy vicissitudes ! to^ay 
we sink benieath the storm, to-morrow we 
bask in the sunshine— this hour beholds 
us chilled with appi^hension, the next 
warmed and' enlivened by hope and con- 
fidence^wlmt an ai^Ument againgt de^ 
psdr ! what an equally powerful one against 
presumption !—^f6r, as the drooping Ao^et 
'may in an instant be revived, ^ nmy the 
proudest edifice be levelled to the dust/^ 

Having now done all that is immediately 
requisite, for Munro, by gfiving him a 
'Smooth sea, a propitious breeze, and agreei^ 
able company in the packet, we shall bid 
him adieu for the present,, and return to 
Health wood. - ^ 

This separation, the first that promised 
to be of any length, which had taken place 
bet^^een Munro and his wife «ince their 
marriage, was most acutely felt by the lat- 
ter ; the regret J and consequent dejection , 
however, it occasioned her, would proba- 
bly soon have worn away, but that she 
j^lished not the situation; into which h* 
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was oit^ng^ 'sihce oiie, from ivbat she. 
had^heard of it, likely, she con<ieiYed, tp^ 
engix)^ those hours hitherto devoted (p, 
domestic hap|Hnes8. On the subject oC 
her diialike to it, however, she touched not 
to him ; teiulemess for his feelings, as well 
as a conviction of the uselessness of the 
measuri^, Jihice he had no other alternative, 
withheld her from giving^ uittarance to it ; 
but in the hour of emotion and mdanchcH 
ly which succeeded his departure, she in<p 
voluntarily mentioned it to her daugbter. : 

Elizabeth immediatefy exarted herself to 
inspire bar with more pleasing hopes of 
the future, and bad, at length, the satisfac- 
tion of perceiving, that if she bad not abso- 
hitdy sttccjeeded in doing this,, she bad at 
least r^idehtd her more cheerful .. 

The eveiung after the departure of 
MunitH as they were seated at tea near an 
open window,, commanding an extensive 
view of the distant country, then glowiiig 
with the blush of evenings, and round which 
a beautiful honeysuckle bunted, diflTiisiu^ 
fiagrance through the room, tliey wem 

g5 
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i ot neiv h gt tmrpmed at hftoldmy tk:gnAm 
ttan, raiher adranced m life, favt of d 
itrikingly dignified and fiduooafak wv 
approaehing them thraagh ane of the 
whidiiig walks in tMe Arahb&py, and wko^ 
on reaching the windovr at whkb Hbey sat^ 
took off his hat, and, respectfolfy hemingf 
tntrealed, in a voice j^easingly modolated,. 
tiieir pardon for the hberty he had iakien 
in Altering their garden to enquire bia 
waj to E '■ ■ , a small romantijeallj silua*^ 
ted Tillage a few miles from Heathwood. 

Mrs. Munro politdy assured him an apo* 
logy on the sabject was unneecessarj ; and 
Elizabeth, who knew all the beaten tracks 
about liie neighbourhood much better than 
she did, immediately gave Inm the requiieit 
direction. He received it witii gvatitude^ 
but also with a look so expressive of weari-- 
ness, that Mrs. Munro, who waa^ good*na«- 
lure itself, invited him to ^ter and take a 
diair. With evident plea^Rn^ and many 
Ihanks. he accepted tMs iavitattcoi. £li»i> 
beth presentuil him wiHi a cup rf tea, and 
a gienaral conwrsatimi aoctfi^took (ribce^, in 



liliich kiiowtedigeof l^^tM'Idt'aild arM^^^ 
t5idthraited itufid^ sMt spoke ef hiiM^ ^ 
%eitig la«ety returned^ fracti Ite ctmtiti«^»^ 
totally iH^ioqiu^tied m the^eighliKifirhoddi^ 
Blid niMT on ft pleasraiible' txmr tlmo^ 
Hie kingdintt— '' WhifBWfv^, ikmeiore/* 
mtA he, *^ I eame to aiij tety afg^reeabfe 
ptace^ sudi^ for insMnee, as^ Er — — ^ I make 
it a poittt to slop tliere foi* a few diiyiEM; 
tsoA^ m ard€F tv^Iet aotMng^eseafie m^ebu 
ia^t«i£[«ii flittee, if I famiot tay daim (B»d 
ke- raiiled]^ ta^^ 1iie> Me ^ a setitimeQlsd; I 
can at' kast te^ tfcat< ei aff mqinsitiTe traW'- 
l&ty make my ^LdinaenS' aiiout nm feot^ 
flwngfa frei^fOMlly mrol^wdiin a^kwar«l pm^ 
dieameiite: fron» cbiagp so,, aaeb air efiten 
-cvUige^Boe' tilt pot gMd^-aattee and: pattta^ 
itB» ta the test^ a» you^ tediesii^^ agion 
bowing attd' sodlit^,. '* bani had a^ tokvuI 
jtoof/* 

ESjzabedi^ aaEsiailur fov isfirniatiicni^. was; 
miiMite in hep em]uii]i»« atladiee^ tx» hia 
trami^hr oa the? cootinenti Wilh thi^moiftt 
^ii^ffffg nuikkem te answenni ttiese,. 
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again evifkady to affi>rd iter gntfi^oitioii; 
tfoiag ov^ the principal part 6f ^ ckwi^ 
gixjund of Italy, lingering atnicbt ihe en- 
chanting beauties of Tivoli, prying itit,j 
the craters of Mount Vesuvia, re-examining 
the magnificent mementoes of Itome's fbr- 
•mer greatness, and touching on the em«i^ 
tions awakened in his mind on hifi jlrat 
entering that cdebrated city, once so jusfly 
termed the mistress of flie wc^M— 4h«^ 
theatre, where,^ as an ele|[ant ivrfter obt- 
senres, human nature has beeta all that it 
ever can be; has performed evoy thing 
that it ever^can perform, has d^>lay«d i^ 
the virtues, exhibited all the vicc^ broug^ 
forth the sublimest heroes and the mo^ 
execrable huHisters, has btea elevated to a 
Brutus, d^;raded to a Nero, and re-ascend- 
ed to a ]Vh*cus Aurelius. Ote the won- 
d^ of Etni he also dwelt, its vast e&trat, 
its boundless prospects, its ice impervious 
to fire, its fire unextingukhaUe by ice» 
its eruptive mountains shaded with aki^y 
forests, the , motmtains caused by tbeae 
eruptions, die fidd^ of lava^lakine aitm 
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to cool, the traces of Ae drieactful depnida- 
tioDS committed by it^ when mgiitg^ bofl- 
ing with terrific fiury, it has poured iuto 
the very bofimn of the Bea, driving £ur'beck 
the proud waves, as if to usurp their place. 
— "Scenes of this nature/* he continuedi) 
" fix>m the. mingled horror atad maguifi- 
cence which, th^ fMieseat. to the i^elw, t^ 
astonisdiment, the liubliine and affectini^ 
emotions Ihej. recite, am inilnitely more 
succQssftil in impressing the mind wiijh ne- 
veraice. for, and devotion to, the Creaitw, 
than any of the most elaborate treatise that 
were evar published for the purpose*^' 

" Assuredly^^^ assented. Mrs» Munrd» 
" since 'tis through the medium of the 
amses tiie feeiinga are afiected/' 

In short, the stranger so amu8ed.his 4iir 
auditors, that, on his risiiig to take leay^^ 
which was not till twilight grey had in its 
. sober livery alt things cbd, neither, w^^se 
sorry to hear him ask penmssioti to wait 
upon them again, f&r, the purpose, he 8ai0» 
of repeating the acknowledgments, th^r 
goodness to him:h»d ^iititledJl«^»i.to; 
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Seifoely had he- nslired, ere a* letter ww 
dMfveoed to Mi»». Mnnrot fpom hard 
'O'Sinistefr,. acquainting her of hn lorait 
Aifp^s feeing' on the pmni of aelting^ off tor 
London, omng to am imexpected, as alM^ 
iinee it prevented hk havings yet awhile^ 
tfi^ pleasure of introducing himself to her 
add her amiable dangfater, anweleome 
snniHions thither^ oi^ business^ of such iiak 
porttoee, as compelled Mm to leaine mi^ 
iniiAed that which bad brought him iqto 
SeMfttld I and' tcrtreating her, ts: he had 
pi efte tHrfy &mm>* througk ibe medkins of 
her' husband, to^ make the same ase of the 
Mh^ and' gardens of Firgios^ a» ff diey 
ifiieri^ her own'. 

This politic letter fiiited ixfb to hesgiiinft 
the' gratitodo and' esteem with which' hi» 
tordship had ainetdy impressed the sasei^ 
tjbfe minds' of ti^ mother and? daughter^ 
and bolii atiited j^ vejgrettingr noli hafsng^ 
an earifer qoportiinitj tfiim tlief novr 
lolled fer c^ e^pressiiii^ the same ispn*'- 
son U^ him. . 

1^ ensiung 0¥tB&ig bimiglit tfacwnQsr 
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*€q»intKOGe, M^. Eatoof^ for so Ite iljFldl 
Mmsetf; Bgiln to Hea^OiwdocI, lOlct ilgtdai 
ke gave life and TarietjF ta the {Wsstto^ 
houm by fti» aaahnaidL eonMnntimi* Hi( 
iicnr hinted a pi^itebility ^f Mai f^mM mg 
some time longer in their neighbG«irh(M)^ 
imd eHtneafeed^ rilould IM^^ he th^ caie, per^ 
inissttOD^ iro«ir tme to tkiDe, to pfli|^hb i^ 
«pects to them ; Ibid Mrs. Munro had nd^ 
hesrtatioQ in grantiiig, lri» mamieiiB nd 
appearanee 'being altoge^ier mith atf to 
preclude an idea to his |Hnj»4i^ i ^ 
seemed to be amiable, and Miv*^ Munr^ 
was too great a fiavice in the ways of the 
world, too pure, too innctccut herself to 
doubt his being othtf than he appeared^ 

Accordingly, from tbia' period, not a 
day passed in which he did not mdce lA 
appearance at' Heathwood i add eadk-i^atit 
rendered the succeeding ' one stilt ntoie 
welconie, so fdeasing were his manners, tto^ 
lively^ so intelligent \m conyersationv M 
the expiration of a fertnight,. aa he was: sit- 
ting alone: one momiirg with Mm* Miinio^. 
£Usabeth bnog eiigpged im wmttng to her 
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^Sms^ ^ihe, fer the finrt ttine> noticed m 
uppeamnce .of tboughtfiiliieaB ia his lo(As 
9nd manner — she smiled — ^^ Our retired 
neighlMHiriiopd is be^nning to lose ito 
^harms in your eyes, I fancy, Mr. Eaton/' 
paid «^- ■ 

. ^' On the ocmtKu^/' replied he, with 
quickness* ^^eveiy day renders me still more 
attatJied>to it ; hut it would be strangfe in* 
d^ if this were not the caiBe^ since never 
Jiavf any. t>f my hours passed so delight- 
4ully as those qienf here— ah, my dear 
JMadam, not to weariness, but anxiety, is 
^wiog the depression you have just re- 
4Xiatkedv I dread the disappointment of 
the wishes which the contemplation of 
Aoyelinefis said virtue has inspired me with. 
.Oh^ Madam I'' (](uitting: his seat with am 
.agitated air, and drawing nearer to Mrsr. 
Munro^ ''need I explain ib^ natm^ i^ 
ihese. wishes \ need I say th&y point to your 
'lonely daughter ?'* 

^l My daughter V^ repeated Mrs. Munro 
iavoluiitarily, and with an expression of 
'4ke greatest surpdae on. her countei)aiice» 
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being likelj to conceive, a psmon.lfor herf 
bgad ^i^eTier, owing to Ae disparity, in thdr 
ages, entered her head. 
;. "Yes; your angelic, ypur -^iscinating 
daught^ ! she has. given birth to a passion 
to which language cannot dp- justice-*''^ 
passion which, should^ she reject tny siiit^ 
notust entail naisery on me, since to conquer 
it is not, I am thoroughly persuaded,^ in 
my power,^* • ' 

. " Are you aware^ Sir/* . adked Mrs. 
Munro, "f that my daughter, has. no rfidr** 
Jtune, iiueither any prospect of one ?*^ 

"I never bestowed a dionght on th^ 
jnibjecty.my dear. Madam, for fortuiie; is' no 
object to me, my own being moite 'ttfjaiBi 
adequate to all. my wante ; should I be so 
,blest as to obtain your daughter, I shall, 
in bbtaiuing her, acquire all I sigh .f<»*^ 
the possessicMi of consunmiate loveliness, a 
companion rich in all those intdlectual 
endowments' calculated to render her a 
delightful one, such as could not '&il. of 
living Jier; charms in the eyes of tast& and 
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MfiueittiMv erea thMgb her peiiKMal <OMi 
viM^ iii£j»teif inferior to wha« t^ 

^> Ym lH)H(tmp her. Sir, by yoinr ftivow* 
tble sentiments.^' 

^Q MMam, I honoQf ntfweV hy enter- 
tatmi^ flpuehy since^ the boms^ we psi^ to 
wwtb and beaMy reflected lodtre oti oxxt^ 
9J9he9^ bjr l)ie evidaaee k a^Sbvifc ^ out 
taste and judgment ; Init (in flccasttr aipps^^ 
i«i)%.teBraloustfarongfa emotion) do you^ 
Madam, permit me to hope }^" 

*^ It resit not with me to do »o^ Sif/* 
answered Mm. Munro"; I rimit certain^ 
acquaint nay daughter with your propasa^ 
hilt more I cannot promise.'^ 

^'Wfaat^ nat< yoor influem^ with her m 
ay behalf?*^ ■ ^ - -■ 

** Nb^ Sify since^ lAould tliat influence be 
requisite, riie mustbe averse to fiiemalchA; 
and no parent, in my opinson^ haa a right 
to ufge a diildt to a* unioaeoixtFaary to tfam* 
inclination, tbough. certainly, one. |ar ^fi&- 
rent, their ftmning a csonnectian ikef iiox^ 
eeiiiir6> imprudent/' ' 

^ Bat yoimg ladies^-<d»t is, rncii resfj 
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Mr. Eatoii^ ^^nAk rather a disappointed 
Ibofc, ^*^ ari^ teiQietiiiies so apt to be roman*. 
tie; that the interfbrence of ftieads ia^m 
eftMitial to their i0sll-doiiig/' 

^ Pesrhi^ so ; but (smiling) I fla^r 
lli^^sdf my daughter hgs profited too much 
bjt tiie precepts of the best of fitthers, not 
i^ idl times to let het rcn&n haw empire 
ov^er her.'* 

** Well, Madam, I will not importone 
you tb any measure ycxt are averse 1o^ 
neither at present longer intrude on yma^ 
iswafre as I am ojf my agitation beii^ Cb^ 
great to allow of my being any dung like 
an agreea)>le companion. Thia evening', 
with your perm&sion, I will return hitbeNr 
r1» karn MiS9 Munro^ decision ^pespecMU 
mg me^-4^etum literally to^ leam tvbether 
my future days are to be happy ^r mi» 
serable.^* 

Elii^b^i^s sctfprise at the prapoirf <»f 
Mr. Eaton iuHy equalled that which it had 
occasioned her mother, sium, like her, she 
had no idea^ from the dispart^ of Aieir 
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ages, of any Mtig tf .4iie kind. . Qii reccK 
raing in some di^pree frwft thb surprise, 
fihe requested a day to deliheMie «m it,- a 
request which her moditir readily gMitSdU 
The result of this deliberatioa was fayent^ 
able to the enamoured swain'^filial leve 
did for him what be wished*; she saiw har 
mother> pining over tiie>idea of quitting 
HeathwQod, fram her di^ike to the bustle 
and unsettledness of a military life, as in-r 
imical in her, opinion t^ the enjoyment of 
,that domestic tranquillity sh^ delighted; in ; 
Jber father too, she made no doub^ frpw 
ber Imowledge of; his disposition^ ^'ould 
Jmvebefen better pleased to bare obtain^ 
^ situation less likely than bis . present one 
to iiJiterfere Mitb the habits he had con- 
traqted fh>D|. retirement. For the purpose, 
th^refore^ of procuring him this, and thu$ 
removingfrom the mind of her mother the 
uneasiness that prayed on it, she decide^ 
on accepting, the addresses of Mr. Eaton ; 
ftbe fertune. she was led to suppose hiiki 
nuastcs* ^, and the libendiiy of sentiment 
md. benevolence he appeared possessed 
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of, inducing her to believe tliat he not onl^r 
could, but Mould do all she .wished 'for her ^ 
familjr^tiprovided sh€! becsime bis wife. • 

That she would ever Itave consented to 
this but for die above considaBtion, -ad^ 
mitted not a doubt ;. not that she disliked 
Mr. Eaton — on the contrary, she thought 
him «xtremeJy amiable, and, of course, ad- 
mired^ him much— T^but that she conceived j 
from the difference of their ages, there 
could not exist that congeniality of; feeling 
and sentiment* between- them, whicfa^she 
had: been taught to believe essential to 
domestic felicity ; at least that refined and 
exquisite felicity which the heart of isensi-' 
bility pants for, and which can only be 
derived 'from a similarity of taste aix«^ feeL 
ing. Still, however, though her lottas the 
wife of Mr. Eaton might not be the hap*- 
piest, the high opinion she entertained of 
him permitted her not to fear its .being 
absolutely the reverse ; and, even if it were, 
ahe was almost . inclined to believe 'she 
could support it with oheerfulhess, if:.thiB - 
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consequencei she looked to from htt 
mdaa widi him resulted from it. 

GeQerofitly and delicacy of feeliqg pre* 
vented her revealing to her mother her 
real motires for acceding to his wishes; 
Mrs. Munro, therefocev^t rather surprised 
1^ learning her determination on the sub- 
ject, the inequality of their ages having 
inclined her to believe, that, as a suitor, 
he could not have proved agreeable. This 
surprise, however, vanished, when she came 
to reflect on the diegance of his mannen 
and the cultivation of his mind, and that, 
though beyond the prime of life, he stilU 
to aU appearance at least, remained a 
strai^;er to any of the infirmities of age ; 
her jNrefxMession in his favour inducing 
her to bdieve Elizabeth would have as. fiiir 
^a chance of happiness with him as with any 
other person, she rejoiced at her deciskm 
respectii^ him being such as she wished, 
moFe fspecially wbm she considered, that 
iier uniim vKith him would exempt her 
£aom idl fiiture experience of the ills aV 
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ills, of wliich she h^f^^f b^d h^Ay |bb| { 
web bitter kuo^vledge. 

The rapture of Mr* Eaton vt the w^oq^ 
itnce of his jEtdcbresses was tOQ gre^ for 
description, aiul as the he^rt of the jtiiwd 
and shrinking Elizabeth did not by any. 
meai^ particii]»te in it, she w/wld havf^ 
][ie^ better pleased had it been less violent : 
it was quickly dan[q;>ed, however, by her 
mother^s positively refusing to let their m^ 
riage take place until her father's consent 
to it had been obtained. 

'^ Foi!) lest you should not be alreeidy 
aware of the circuinstance,'' she added, ^ 
dresung Mr. Eaton^ ^^ I now de^m it ne* 
cessary, Sir, to inform you t^t nay d&ugh-^ 
tar's prpniise to become your's js bi^t a 
conditional one— except ratified by her 
&ther, it must be con^a:^ void.^ 

^^ Wdl» my dear Madam/^ cned Mr« 
Eaton, with all his wonted ^nim^tipqi, ^and 
gently aeiziiig her hand as he -spoke, "^if 
ycMi axe isesplved on putting iny patiepHc^ 
to the test, hwe the goodftesp,.at Im^ ^ 
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let ibe trial be as slK>rt as possible, by 
writing immediately to Mr. Mrniro.^' 

Such was her intention, Mrs. Munro as* 
sured him . The hopes in which Mr. Eaton 
was allowed to indulge did not, it may he 
concluded, render him a less constant visi- 
tor than usual at Heathwood — 1^ now in- 
deed almost lived there. To Mrs. Munro, 
in whose good opinion he daily gained 
ground, -his company was always welcome ; 
but Elizabeth would gladly have dispensed 
with so much of it, as, since she had pro-^ 

mised to become his, her mind became 

, • • 

frequentTy oppressed by feelings thiait made 
her consider the solitude that affi>rded her. 
an opportunity of endeavouring to argue 
herself out of them an indulgence; the 
involuntary repugnance which she at mo- 
ments felt to fiilfil the promise she had 
plighted to him, she still tried to conquer, 
by I'eflectiug' on the' happy change its 
realization would, in all probability ^ cause 
in the situation ^ her pareiits ; and that, 
with a partner at oiice so enlightened and 
accomplished as he was, 'hlgr'^ys couM 
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scarcely pass otherwise than agre6iUy; 
she did more, she accused herself of caprice 
for hai^bourii^ such a repugnance, since 
certainly she could not avoid acknowledg- 
ing Mr. Eaton had done nothing to lessen 
the exalted opinion of his merits which had 
induced har tp listen to his propc^ls. 

From her mother she cardSally concealed 
whatever had a tendency to give her unea- 
siness, and, by the imiform conqdacency 
of her manner to Mr^ Eaton, evmced an 
almost equal regard for his tranquillity. 

At the expected time -a letter was re- 
ceived frwn hw father, in reply to the one 
acquainting him with the overture of Mr. 
Eaton ; but, instead of sanctioning her ac- 
ceptance of this, as expected, he positively 
forbade her« (to the uttar disappointment 
of her lover, as bodi liis looks and words 
testified, as well as to the surprise of Mrs; 
Munro, her ignonmce of the deceptions 
common amongst mankind occasioning her 
to wonder at others not placing the same 
faith and. confidence in appearances that 
idie herself did) from thinking more of Mr. 

VOL. I. H 
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Eaton, except he brought forward the moal 
unquestionable proojb of his being really 
wliat lie had represented himself-*-^* For^ 
though mcapable of practisingart inyBelf/^ 
observed Munro, '^ I have not lived so long 
in the world .without knowing that there 
are others not eqi^ly so ; and though 
revolting to my ieelinga to do any thing 
calculated to >voimd tiiose of another, sdll, 
where the happiness t>f a child is at stake, 
such a child to as lay Hi2sabeth, I cannot 
think of acting ddierwise than with the 
greatest caution^ Mr* Eaton must, there* 
fore, relinquish all hope of obtaining her 
hand, except he proves Ujoself, beyond a 
doubt, wQirthy of it/' 

'' I must confess/' mi Mr. Eaton, whb 
'was present at the receipt of this letter, 
and to whom Mrs, Muniio, after glancing 
over it, candidly communicated the con^ 
tents, ''I must, cap&m^^^ afta* a moody 
silence of sopie minutes, >' I did not look 
for a letter of this kind from Mr> Munro, 
tl^e mind of candour being seldom the seat 
of distrust ; but, perhaps,'' and sudden^ 
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teasing to pace the room, which for some 
minutes he had done^ evidently through agi» 
tation, ^^p^haps,^^ turning a look full of 
so-utiny 1:^11 Mrs. Mmm>^ '^ he may have 
grounds for suspicion \ some intidious per*- 
son in the neighbDurfiood may iwre mis- 
r^MTesented me to4iim%'^ 

" No, I am convinced not,^* r^Ked Mrs* 
Munro i "I am certain you have never .been 
mentioned to hiQi byanyone but myself] 
and ttie terms in which I wrote of you w^re 
not calculated/' with a smile of sweetness 
she added, ** to 4sxcite suspidon/' 

*^ Then, sfaice he. is so unjtist as to har-^ 
hour it without cause, Itnet you will nof 
pmnit it to hav^ any weight with you 9 
complete your goodness to me^ convince 
me, b^nd a doubt, Jdsat you really enter- 
taki Ihe favowable sentiments for me you 
wish to make mebeKev^, and thu» entitle 
yourself to my tasting gratitude, by letta^ 
ms no Icmget sigh for die treasure I am so 
amnions to obtain/^ 

" No, Sir,^^ replied IVfes. Mumro, in a 
decided tone, and with a cold and rolling 

H 2 
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air ; '^ did I think I had a r^ht, Y^hich^ 
however, I by no means do, to act in op* 
position to the wislies of Mr. Munro with 
regard to his daughter, still would I be 
withheld from exercising that right, by the 
convictioii i entertain of the superiority 
of his judgment to itoine — iwhalever he does, 
(to. quote a line from our , immortal bard) 
alwieiys to me ^ seems wisest, virtuous, dis- 
creet, best;^ consequently, worlds should 
not tempt me to act coritrwy to his wishes.^* 
'^ What a happy man t6 have tban so 
respected", cried Mr. Eaton, but with 
rather a sarcastic smile ; then, after another 
pausiB of some minutes, during which he 
again paced the room with agitated steps, 
and a countenance stroi^y expressive of 
anger, vexation, and resentment— " ^ell, 
M^km, since Mr,TWkinro mustliave «n- 
questions^le pioofe <^ my being worthy of 
entering his^^unily, ere he admits me to 
ths^ honour, may I hope that the itestinio- 
ny of your friend. Lord. O'Sinister, in ray 

fiivour will satisfy him ?*^ 
" Assuredly," returned Mrs, Munro, 
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c "Ttenl shall write immediately to a 
relation in London, who is not only inti- 
mately acquainted, but connected witli his 
Lordship, and disclose my present situa- 
tioD/* 

" And I trust,*^ rejoined Mrs. Muiiro, 
whose gentle nature made her feel hurt at 
his appearing to be so, ^' that a little reflec- 
tion will prevent your remainiiog offended 
at Mr. Miinro's conduct on this occasion-^ 
be assured none can do greater justice to 
your merite than he will." 
• "When once convinced of them,^^ added 
he with quickness, and again a sarcastic 
smile. " Wdl, my dear Madam, ere many 
days elapse I trust he will be satisfied, that, 
if I have not qualities to entitle nie to his 
admiration, I have at least to his esteem.' ' 

Though Elizabeth was concerned that 
any thing had occurred to wound the 
feelings of Mr. Eaton, still she could not 
bring herself to feel concerned that some- 
thing had occurred to delay their nuptials ; 
neither that, from the day her f^tlier's 
letter had arrived, liis visits became not 



only shorta*, but less frequent Hbtaa usoal^ 
owing, botfa «be and her mother naturally 
concluded) to ernne degree of pique^ 

Ad she and her BM)ther wane sitliiig to^ 
gether one day at work, about the time an 
answer was expected' to the letter he had 
written to^his friend in London*--''! won. 
der, mother/^ said shei suddenly withdraw^ 
ing h€4* eyes' from the window, whence for 
some minutes she appeared to haye beea 
earnestly r^^arding some object, ^' who 
that gentleman is^**- 

" What gentleman, toy dear ?*^ asked her 
mother, raising her eyes from ha* work—* 
'^ do you mew tbe young man we have 
seen these few days Imt^rtn^ ibout the 
heat^i!^^ 

Elizaljeth bowed. 

" Oh, probably some ^le induced by 
the romantic beauties of the neighbour^ 
hood to stop a few days in it.'^ 

^^ It's strange thai that he should confine 
his mmbles entirely to Ate heath/' 

'^ Well, perhaps he nmy be on a visit i^t 
one of the cottages/' 
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** No, iio, (with vivarity) I cannot be- 
lieve that ; his manneiRs aie quite too ele- 
gaikt to permit me tb db so.?'^ 

^' HifiMiBdiiaens my dear l.^' repeated her 
mother— "-why hew. ean you possibly 
know whether they are d^ant op not ?'/ 

^^ By haiving had a-^ few minutes^ con- 
Tersatioil -with him/^ replied Elizabeth, 
stammering, blushing, and letting; her eyes 
drop on. her work.. 

^^ A few minutes con venatien with him ! '^ 
in accents indicatiye of the greatest sur<* 
prise^— ^^ and pray when had you an op« 
portunil^^ fm this ?f' 

'' This morning at the dd abbey, to 
wbitsb J. walked before lureakfiist ::as I was 
thottghtfitllty leaning against one of its 
broken arches, an approaching step made 
me suddenly turn round, and. L beheld .him 
makii^ his way through one of the aisles ; 
fifcmiewhat startM, I instantly hurried from 
the spot ; be perceived my emotion, and, 
hastening after me, entreated tne, in accents 
well calculated to dispel it, to excuse the 
^rm he bad given me/^ 
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" Well, and thiai I suppose left you ?" 
said Mrs. Muoro, rather anxiously. 

" No," returned Elizabeth, but hesita- 
tingly, and blushing a still deeper dye, 
" he—rJie — comtiiiued to walk on with me; 
conra^ing about the different places in the 
neighbourhood. On coming nidiin sight 
of honie, hon'erer, Reeling that I should 
appear awkward if I sufi^red him to attend 
me to the door without asking him in, and 
convinced my' doiug so would not be 
pleasing to you, 1 stopped, and told him- 
I must theii bid him good bye, upon 
which he immediately took leave of me in 
the most respecljtil mianner.^' 
. " You were" right," said her mother, 
" in not suffering him to accompany you 
borne, for, as your lather says,' young 
womoi cannot be too circumspect in their 
conduct." ' ■ 

" Certainly," assented Ehzabeth ; " he 
is one of those characters, however, I think, 
Ihat would not encroach upon EUiy civility ." 
- *' As fiu* as I can judge, from ithe distant 
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view I have had of him, he appears to be 
rather handsome/^ rejoined her mother, 

" Rather 1'^ repeated Elizabeth, but evi^ 
dently involuftitary-^" he is excessively 
handsome ; I never saw a more expressive 
countenance, or finer features — his eyes in 
particular — ' — ^^ 

^^ Cannot surpass Mr. Eaton's, I am cer-r 
tain,'' interrupted Mrs. Munro with a 
laugh, but rather a forced one. 

" I b^ your pardon, they do indeed ; 
Mr. Eaton's are only indicative of pene- 
tration, whereas the stranger's possess not 
only an equal degree of keenness, but all 
the brilliancy, the fire of youth, tempered 
by the most pleasing softness, the " 

" Upon my word, my dear," said her 
mother a little archly, and looking sted- 
fesdy at her, ^< tis well he is not here, or he 
might be rendered vain by what you are 
saying." 

Elizabeth laughed, or rather afiected to 
laugh, for these words, by making her. re- 
collect hereelf, occasioned her a degree of 
confusion which nearly overwhelmed: her ; 

H 5 
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and was rmdered still more pakifid, by a 
fear of its exciting hnpleasant saspictdnsr 
in the mind of her mother; ' To her great 
relief, the appearance of dinner gave a 
turn to the conversation. 

Mr. Eaton, had brought some new pub^ 
lications in the momtng, and, soon after 
the r^noval i^ the cloth, the mother and 
daughter, each taking "up a book, dfeated 
themselves in diffisreirt parts of the room* 
Mrs. Mimro soon became completely ab- 
sorbed by the one &Ae had selected, biii 
the thoughts of Elizabeth wandered, of 
course she could not fix hc^ attention to 
the subject she was perunng ; she actord-^ 
ingly laid aside the book in a few minutesi 
and, softly quitting the room, repaired to 
the garden; here, however, she had not 
long been, when the probability there was 
of her being shortly joined by Mr. Eaton; 
who had said he would come at an early 
hour to tea, and with whom she was at 
present by no means inclined to converse^ 
made her hastily olamber up a steep asdent 
at the extremity of tiie garden, and cross 
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om^ to Firgroi^^ . amkl^ 1iie embowering 
shades of which die ddighted jto railible. . 
A douUe chaia t>f i yerdalit and gently 
mrelling hills/ ^dcasided^ jthtoiigh therdo^ 

ol;siIv£i7 rill^: which,. coUectinig 
towards iife extreoMtjrxcf dieicfa^ njto 
one inightp strBam^ fett vlieadlbn(g': oxet aL 
radcy liteqp, > and^' graddaUy , exparidingv. 
foiaiifid. a spi^ioii& ^ lake >at' some distance 
ftbni ilie ^^11^1 itMttid.wJdc^ wiUaWvof< 
IbeUxvet^BXid^d^ ^^poetxlns^ . 

teC(Bd| and -^ifa- SHcacal 'othier (orAiam^tal : 
tiees and tshixibs, laaited in giring: richriess 
(oitsbante;. Q& th^'OpposHe^shore luxu*^'- 
lisnt pastmreai ate^»Mii; besporead wijth 
flocks audi hea^ ;; aade bejjond these the 
trees agaii^ ihid^eningr fiittiiled a seemingly, 
boundkss dbep immensity /of shade,^ bore 
and there admitting partial . views of thd 
Gothic Imt. magnificent mabskm^. and far- 
ther (Ml, of the ivj-mimtled aspires of the 
rained abbey, whence the 4jodiQg owl, in^, 
strains of melaneholy, still hailed the risingi . 
mocm. , On the summit of the cliff, dowu. 
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which the waters precipitated tbemsebres, 
was situated a rustic tenipk, ccHisistiiig of 
two apartments ;. the first commanding a 
view of the lake, alnd the richlj diveiisified 
scenery that stretched beymid it ; the odwr 
opening to the wild heists that rose beet* 
ling in the rear, purple with healfa, iand.in 
their deep indaatures ovei^^wn with ha- 
zdi^, hollies, and a variety of wild shrubs 
and plants. This rustic building, and the 
embowered walk over the hills, were fiu 
voiirite haunts of Elizabeth ; their roman- 
tic beauties were congenial to her tnste ; 
and still mcnre pleasing, if possible, to her 
was their solitude and silenee, since all6w« 
ing bar to indulge^ without interruption^ 
those wakiilg dreanis of future bappmess, 
so delicious to ihe youthful -heart, because 
unacquainted with the faUadoumess of 
hope. -^ ' 

To this building she now bent her isfqis, 
but more through the force of habit than 
any settled intention of entering it; Imt 
she did not now, as heretofore, linger in 
her way, to catch the distant prospects, or 
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inhale the sceals of the flowers that per* 
fumed the gale, and tufted the roots of the 
old trees that shadowed the path. 

" To the feelings, however, which occa- 
sioned this indifference to what wad wont 
to clmnn her, she did not submit with im- 
punity ; she accused hersdlf of weakness, 
of caprice, of ingratitude, for eVer having 
experienced or yielded to such, for ever 
having given way to the discontent, the 
r^^rets which, for the few last hours, had 
pervaded her mind — '' Yes,^^ she said to 
herself, ^^ I deserve to be punished for in- 
dulgii^ (as she could no longer disguise 
to heraelf having done) reflections inju- 
rious to the generous man to whom I have 
promised to give my haiid, for having suf- 
fered myself to draw invidious compari- 
sons between him and a strai^r, who 
may have nothing but personal accom- 
plishments to recommend him : had any 
force, any influence been exerted to induce 
me to plight the promise I have given^ my 
present feelings might, perhaps, in some 
degree be excusable, but, hioLving voluntas 
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rily p]e&ged it, nothing diort of the con^^ 
▼iction of^the wordi which. led me to do so 
being but imfiginary, could at all justify 
Aem... Oh, why istonian nature so way-- 
ward I why, in the midst of; the most smi- 
Hng prospects, does the sighing heart stUl. 
remiiid us of die imperfection of human 
hairiness!: but I will stifle the sighs of 
mine,'^ she continued, ^^I Bill fly from, 
die tfaot^ts that gave them Urth.V 
. Still, however^ she cooitinued to linger 
ilk herfayottritehaiint^ihough biit too con**- 
aeious itft salitude,.ilai silence, latber tended, 
to prdmote than disspd the iGB^lings sher 
wishjed.tu Q^ercotne*. The Grimson glow^^ 
af evemog bsgan to frde,. ito shadows- 
deqiened„.and fianter, and leas frequent« 
grew the earol of the lards, but still she : 
attempted not to retine, .when suddenly she 
was roU!9ed from her pensive reverie by the 
sound of: feet in the inn^ apartment, and, 
starting from the ruetie couch on which 
riie had thrown herself, she bait forward, 
and beheld the stranger advanc^ing fr#m 
the door opening to the heights. 



The surfmse) the cpbfto^icn she betmy ed^ 
a(t the momait, were s&fllcient to inddce ft^ 
hdief ci his krvio^ alaf med hei^, ft bdkf 
which his loofasr and addra» implied hii9 
feeling — ^^ I seem destined/^ cii^ he, ea- 
gerly i^proadfaing her^ and with a smile 
of mingled" 8ireetne«$ aind animation, '^ to 
alarm you-^^-but for the ufea of having been^ 
now so unfortunate as tD>do so^ how should^ 
I rejoice at this motnent/*' 

These words did not tend to leflsen Itie 
emotion of Elizabelb ; she trembled, blushecl 
sfill more deeply, said something that was 
not perfectly intelligible, and moved in- 
voluntarily towards the door. 

The stranger followed^^^* Nay,^* isaid he, 
^I shall indeed begm to imagine myself 
an object calcdkted to inspire terror^ H 
my appearsmce stHI causes you to fly.:'^ 

« I— !.-really,' Sir," replied EBzabedi, 
making a vain efibrt to speak with com- 
posure, '^ was about quitting this at the 
instant you appeared.^* 

" Well Madam,^^ but smiling a little 
Fq>roachfully, as if doubtful of the truth 



/ 



100 TUB DISCARDED SON. 

of diis assertion, and presenting his haiid to 
assist her down the st^ of the temple, ^' I 
^U not have the temerity to oppose your 
depaiture, howevar I may regret ite being 
so precipitate/* 

" Pray do not let me be the means of 
tsd^ing you hence,'* said Elizabeth, pausing 
on perceiving him appear as if he meant 
to accompany her, 

^^ I had no settled intention of remaining^ 
here any time, I assure ypu, and shall, there- 
fore, conceive myself not only honoured 
but obliged, by being permitted to attend 
you hence/* : 

Elizabedi, but with a fluttering heart, 
signified, by a bow, her compliance with 
this request, since to have refused it would 
have been, she c6nceived, to incur the im-^: 
putation of distrust or prudery, neither ^ 
which she liked the thoughts of being ac« 
cusedof. 



(161 ) 



CHAP. IV. 



'^ Why he can einile, and murder while be stnilet 
And cry content to that which grieres hin heart. 
And wet hit cheek with artificial tearRi 
And frame his face to all occattiuns.** 

Shakspearb. 



The animated remarks of her compa- 
nion convinced Elizabeth he was a stranger 
to the agitation and embarrassment sh^ felt 
at the moment. As they slowly proceeded, 
the tall trees b^ieath which they walked 
gent]y rustling in the breeze, and from the 
adjacent shades the droning beetle flitting 
across their path, he expatiated with rap* 
tore on the scenes by which they w^re 
surrounded, and the efl^t, particularly at 
such an hour as the present, they were 
calculated to produce upon the mind, of 
the tranquillity they communics^ted to tlie 
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fediiigs^ and the consequent dispoBitibii' 
they excite in the mind to receive tender 
impressions — " Convincecl of this/^ added 
he, *^ I ivould had I an inexorable mistress, 
(and he smiled a little archly, and looked; 
more earnestly than he had before done at 
Elizabeth), endeavour to allure her intCM 
such, more especially, as a writer, to whose- 
opinions I subscribe, has declared, 'the 
lonely mountain and the silent grove en-^. 
crease the susceptibility of the female bo-, 
som, inspire the mind with rapturous en-^. 
thusiasm, and, sooner or later, draw aside^ 
9nd subjugate the heart«^ ^^ 

He paused ; but the re|i}y ElizabetifL 
perceived he es;pected, she. hesitated to. 
make ; fbr, di^ugh* in Iner heart she allowed^ 
the justness of the observation^ she did- not 
like to acknowledge , so to him; oa his 
pressing, tbj^ref(»re, for her opinion on the 
subject, she rattier evasively ^laid, that to^ 
be able to form a jqst qu^ oq it, she con-!-, 
ceived it requisite to have mined in others... 

'• Pardon me from differing from you," 
C^f^i^ned he ;. " but surely one may ea^ljj, 



ccmeeiTe that the noise, ^ agitating pur- 
suits, and dissipation of a metropolis, are 
inimical to those feelings that soften and 
dispose the heart to love.** 

" Perhaps so,** JQizabeth was about re- 
plying, when, to her inexjM^essible dismaj,, 
she heard the voice of Mr. Eaton. It in«^ 
stantly struck her, that, surprised at her 
absence, after having aimounced his ihten* 
tion of paying her an early visit, he had 
come in quest of her ; and that to ftnd her 
with such a companion could scarcely iuii 
of exciting the most injurious suspicions 
in his breast concerning her. 

Terrifiied at the idea, sh^directly ha3tene(^ 
from the path she was pursuing, nor paused 
till ^tie had got to a considerable distance 
from it ; when, in much agitation, she uhk 
tioned to the stran^r, who, with astonish^ 
ment in his looks, had fbHow^ her flying 
steps, to leave her. 

** Good Heavens *** he exclaimed) turn*, 
ing pale, "have 1 then been so unibrtu<«^ 
pate as to offend you?^- so unfortunate 
9» to inspire disgust m^ ^bhorrenqe wh^r^ 
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I wished to excite such very different sen- 
tunents?^^ 

^^ No, Sir, no," said Elizabedi, endea- 
Touring, from her anxiety to dispel the 
strange ideas die conceived he might form 
of her conduct, to speak in a collected 
tone, '^ but I am ivow near home, add, th»e^ 
fo re " 

. "I understand you, Madam,^^ slightly 
bowing, and in rather a reproachful, tone, 
he*cried, on finding she paused ; " you deem 
me presumptuous, F see— could you . look 
into my heart, you would acquit me of 
being so." 

" You err in thinking such a thing," 
said Elizabeth involuntarily. 

" Indeed !" exclaimed lie with rapture, 
and a cheek suffused with its rich glow, 
'' then why this impatience to banish me 
your presence ?" 

Ehzabeth, vnth increased ccMifusion, bent 
her eyes to the ground, and, unable to 
reply to this question, mechanically moved 
forward. 

The stranger opposed her progress — 
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TAB DISCARDED SDK. 165 

** Nay, be not displeased/^ cried he, ob^ 
serving her abgut speaking with aD air of 
anger, ^^I ineaii not to act contrary to your 
wishes; biit, at &e same time, camiot pre^ 
vail on myself to nq^lect makiog use of so 
favdurable an opportunity as the presait 
for revealing my own — ^for. avovring the 
admiration, the passion with which you 
have inspimlme. Yes, enchanting girV 
suddenly seizing her hand, and pressing it 
to his throbbing^ heart, while vnth eyes 
beaming with love he sought her downcast 
ones, ^'you we die magnet that has de- 
tained me amongst these«hades — ^I saw you 
by diance, but, sudden fmd transient as 
was the -view, your charms made an im- 
presEtton cm toy heart, which is, lam con-- 
vineed, indelible; nor did I ^ideavour to 
sabdue it, when, on enquiry, I found yoa 
were single, at liberty to (here it may be 
requisite to mention that neither Mr. 
Eaton^s visits nor overtures to Elizabeth 
were "known in the neighbourhood) receive 
the addresses of alo^er/^ — ^Elizabeth slartied 
at these words, and, turning deadly pale. 
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\nth difficulty prevented herself firom te^ 
peatiog this last expressioii. ^^Had I 
'gJl^ed tiie dictates of passiop/^ he oonli-* 
luied^ in too much anotion at the moment 
t0 notice has, ^^ I should immediately have 
Hied to make my ivayto yom'feet, hut, 
qnknownas Iwas to anyone who could 
properly introduce me to you, I feared, 
by predpilBncy^ to incur the imputation of 
temerity, and therefore resisted those dic^ 
tates. At the mommt we met this evening, 
I was revolving the manner in which I 
ioould best introduce myself to^ you, whether 
by letter, or by watching for an opportunity 
of speaking to you— -my wishes are, to be 
«dlowed to wait tm you. to-morrow, and to 
your friends rev^ what my pretmsions 
are to your favour-^have I your permit* 
siop,^' and ' he looked anxiously in her 
lace, "to do 80?*^ 

Eliaafaeth could not iminediately reply-** 
never had she bMii so cruelly £Mg:itated, 
nevar. as at tliis oEiiiiQarii, when she saw that 
all. that happiness Whidi*. she had pictured 
to. hjEpelf must be th^^ result of the union 
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*of enamoured hearts and €(»igeniat minds 
might have been hersH-^^ And ah, tii^hy, why 
"Was I so precipitate in afigaging myeelf !'^ 
"she inwardly and involuntarily exclaimed ; 
" why not allow iayself" greater time to in** 
Vestigate the nature of my feelings, imd 
thus ascertain the effect hkely to be pro- 
tluced on them, by beholding a being ac« 
cording in every respect with the ideas I 
had formed of perfiection ?-^But how vdin^ 
iiow improper these* regrets! the die is 
t;ast, my fidth is plighted, and berth Virtue 
and TfB^n require fliat I should make 
every effint to reconcile myself to the fete 
%hat awaits me^^^ 

" Your %m>urable sentiments, Sir/^ she 
at length, but in ialtering acceints, ^atd^ 
^^ are flattering, but ill should I defense 
such, if I did not candidly inform you 
that — ^^* 

'' Oh, do not doom me to despair !^^ he 
passionately interrupted^ and again seizing 
the hand which she had wilbdrawn,, *^ if so 
unfortunate as to have fidled oi esreitiftg 
any thing like a simibr prepossesskm in 
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my fevour, grant me at least oppcutunities 
for trying to recommaid mysdf to you/^ 

<^ bnposBible, impossible,^^ she was on 
the point of saying, when again the voice 
of Mr. Eaton, evidently descending the 
hill, reached ha: ear, and closed her Ups : 
wresting her hand from the stranger, die 
darted forward, but had not got many yards^ 
when, overtaking her, he caught her by 
the robe and stopped her. 

'> Will yQu then, by flying me in this 
maimer, have the cruelty to left me imagine 
myself an object of abhcHrence to you }'' 
he cried. 

" If — if you wish I shouM never speak to 
you again,'' said Elizabeth, confused and 
struggling to free herself, '^ do. not detain 
me now ; should we meet again, I shall ex* 
plain why I am so anxious now to f^'' . 

" Should we ever meet again !'' he re- 
peated ; '' I shall know no peace till we do, 
for you have conjm^ up fears that tor- 
ture m^. '' Then ndinquishing his.boldr— 
'' I no longa- oi4X)se your departure. 
Madam,'' he added; ^^but remember, of all 
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fitat^ suspense is the most painfijl ; and be 
not therefore suFpiiaed if 1 siedt for aa 
opportunity of having mine quickly ter- 
minated/^ I. ■ 

Elizabeth) without replying, hurried 
* forward, nor again paused till she found 
herself at home. Meeting the servant in the 
hall, she asked concerning Mr Eaton.; and, 
finding he was not yet come, neither that 
her mother had made any enquiry about 
her, she repaired to her chamber, for the. 
purpose of trying to regain composure, ere 
she made her appearance in the parlour. 

Some time elapsed ere she succeeded in 
lier efiR>rts for this ; nor did she quit her 
chamber till summoned to tea. She found 
Mr. Eaton in the parlour, and conyersing 
in his usual mani^er with her mother; and 
from every circumstance felt convinced that 
he had not been to Firgrove on her ac- 
count. Thou^ never less inclined to con- 
versAtion, or to receive the attentions of 
Mr. Eaton, dhe fwced h^iaelf to join in 
one, and receive the other, with her usual 

VOL. I. ' I 
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con^lacency; so pidnfuly however, wcfre 
the effort! she was eompelled to make for 
tilie purpose, ^t she coaid not help' re» 
joicing when she saw him take up his hat 
to retire. 

As soon s» Ae was gt>ne, gftte CTntBdlyj 
although not uidiesitatingfy, acquainted 
hei^ m<Mi^ with Iter second interview with 
thesthmger, ^tad'alf that had occurred in 
the^ooiOMf ol it4. 

Urn c$6mxMnic&tioil occasioned Mrs> 
Muitfb nof a little suiprise, and would have 
caumed h6r an eq|ual d^ree of pUn, had 
shedt sd9 siKq>ected^ feelings with which 
it was made ; this, howevier, Elizabeth took 
siidvcm^ to preveiit, that she had not the 
d^gil^eM' ideit cf the stranger having made 
fxny impression oi^ her heart. She hi^ly 
approved' her condnct towards him, and 
expressed a ISope 6f her having shordy an 
opportmniy of iilformitig him of he!r en-* 
gagemeiit, should' they find, iVWch, how- 
ever^ fircMoit the diJ9eouraging maniler in 
wUidte Uis' dtelaratioti had been recdved 
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by her, she wias rather inclined to think 
they ^bidd not^ that he still lingered iii 
the neighboiffhood. 

Elizabeth^s self-reproaches were r«iewed 
on retiring to her chamber — " But I will 
atone for my error,'* she cried, while tears 
fell froin bar, "by henceforth flying from 
all that has a tendency to miake me re-, 
peat it — yes, from this instant I will sedu- 
lously struggle against every feding cal- 
culated to render me unworthy in my 
own eyes, or the eyes of those whose es- 
teem I value/* 

Spite, however, of this resolution, the 
thoughts of poor Elizabeth would stray 
beyond the limits she prescribed them, and 
iancy persisted in si^gesting to her the 
happiness which, but for her hasty engage^ 
ment to Mr; £aton, might have been her's. 
The pangs which this suggestion occa- 
sioned were not lessened by any reflection 
oil the po^ibiHty there was of the young 
stranger being oth^ than his appearance 
prbclain^ hlni ; had such a one, however, 
occurred, it ^buld not, in all probability, 

I 3 
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have been attended to, so prepossessing were 
his looks and manners — the former all ani- 
mation and intelligence, the latter lively 
and insinuating. 

To a figure of commanding height and 
fine proportion, characterised by an air of 
dignity and fiishion, he united a counte- 
nance full of sweetness, sensibility, and 
candour ; his' smile proclaimed a heart of 
benevolence; his dai^k eyes a proud and 
noble spirit, calculated alike to awe and 
conciliate ; in short, his was 

^ A combinatiQii, and a form indeed, 
Where every god did seem to set liis seal, 
To give the vorld anuranoe of a man.** 

Uninclkied to rest, Elizabeth seated her- 
self at an open window. In another fiume 
.of mind, and the^scene without would have 
conuGQunicated the most delicious feelings 
to her bosom ; as it was, she could not gaze 
upon the starry heavens, or the full-orbed 
moon rising majestically over the broom- 
clad heights, and extending its silver 
beams athwart the landscape, inhale the 
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dewy freshness of the exhaling shrubs and 
flowers, or listen to the soft sighing of the 
night-breeze amidst the foliage, without a 
sensation of pleasure — but pleasure, ^tis 
true, of a melancholy nature ; and rendered 
still more so by the solenm silence of the 
hour, the monotonous noise of distant 
waters, and, at intervals, the hollow bark of 
the watchful house-dog, the centinel of 
ftefermer. 

From her contemplative attitude Eliza- 
beth was suddenly roused by a thick cloud 
of smoke roHing past her window, and a 
strong smell of fire : not a little alarmed, 
she flew from her chamber towards her mo- 
ther's, whence the smoke appeared to issue. 
In vain, however, \she strove to enter it, a 
hot and suffocating smoke filling the ad- 
joining gallery, which, spite of her efforts 
to advance, forced her to retreat ; she 
shrieked aloud, and was running to the 
servants' apartments, when a violent knock- 
ing at the hall door induced her to fly 
thither — ^with trembling hands she drew 
back the bolts, and admitted, not, as she 
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expected, some of the nej^^hbouring rustics^ 
but the young stranger. She involuntarily 
started at beholding him, but, almost in- 
stantly recovering from the emotion his 
unexpected ap{>earance occasioned, ac- 
quainted him with the danger of her mo- 
ther, and conjured him to try and save her. 
He needed no reiterated esoitreaty to induce 
him to do this ; guided by her voice, l^e 
hastily ascended the stairs, and, rushing 
through the smoke, quickly re-appeared 
with Afrs. Munro in hisxurms, enveloped in 
her nightgown, and in a state of insensi- 
Inlity. Committing her to tl^e care of her. 
daughter, . he hurried off to assist the ser-. 
vants (who, roused by the outcries of Eli- 
zabeth, were by this time risen) in extin- 
guishing the fire, the red glare of which 
i^as now visible through the smoke. In a 
short /time^ but principally owing to his 
exertions, it was got under, without doing 
any further injury than ccmsuming a few 
boards communicating with the flooring of 
Mrs. Munro's chamber ; but fit>m which, 
circumstance it was evident, that if not 
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taikj^n at tb^ moweirt it was, it woidd hftve 

^nead b^cufid Hie poanbility of beipg sub*- 

4ueA* Howiteouldha¥^o]%inated^a?$ 

it did, was a matter of no leasastcmisfaniieitf 

j^ x^^qjectupe ndiaii consteniatipn to the 

&iiu]y, it beiQg peifecdy well recd^e^tned 

hy all, that not a person had hem Hffongk 

ibe gallery that night with a light but Mi^s. 

Muuro ; and be^e that, had it been ocr 

ioasioned bj a qiark fixmi her candle, it 

must hare burst out long before it did, as 

there was nothing in Hie gallery in which 

it 4;puld faay€ lain sniQtha!ed for toy time. 

The ni.yster3r,liQwevar, was fit length solved, 

hy a recently extinguished braiad being 

discovered by the stranger close to a wi» 

dow near her chamber door, which, owing 

to the heat of the weather, h^d for smne 

nights past been Idl open, and thftAigh 

which it was evident it had been flung: 

Mrs. Munro, wjbo speedily recovered 
her senses, which the suflboatiQgalifiQspbe^ 
^ her chamber had deprived hei^ o^ at the 
momeat she was ieqdeavpQmig, iq conse- 
quence of 43eiiig roused by the ^irieks of 
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her daughter, to gain the door, was, as may 
naturally be supposed, not a litfle agitated 
by the conviction imparted by this discovery 
of having some secret enemy. 

" Against an open foe,*^ she cried, " one 
may be guarded, but against an ambushed 
one ^tis next to impossible. — Gracious Hea- 
ven ! I sickai with apprehension at the idea 
of what may yet be attempted by a person 
capable of devising so diabolical a scheme ! 
How dreadful' the abs^ice of Mr. Munro at 
such a juncture ! '* 

'* Pardon me, my dear Madam,^* said the 
stranger, wilh much vivacitj% *^for saying, 
that, afiar the strikitig proof you have just 
received of being the immediate care of 
Providence, these fears ought not to be 
indulged ; allow m^ also to add, that you 
will confer an obligation by empowering 
me^to make those enquiries relative to this 
af&ir, which Mr. Munro would doubtless 
deem necessary if here." 

This, however, was a request, which, 
after his avowal to her daughter, propriety 
forbade her to comply witti ; but the gra- 
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titude she owed .him, as the* preserver of 
her life, would not allow her to refuse see- 
ing him the next morning, especially as it 
was her . determination then to give her 
daughter an opportunity of informing him 
how ^e was^ situated, should he contiijiue 
at aH particular in his condiict to her. . 

He received this permission with spark- 
lihg eyes, and a glance at Elizabeth, which 
convinced her he augured' favouj^bly from 
the circumstance r she sijghed at tlie idea, 
well knowing; that in proportion to the 
sanguineness of hope is the bitterness of 
disappointment. 

As soon as the agitation of Mrsr.'^Munro 
had somewhat subsided, she enquired to 
what was owing his having- so fortunately 
discovered their cfenger ? and, in reply, 
learnt, entirely to his being tempted to 
stay out beyond the usual hour by the 
fineness of the night. 

At length he departed, but not. without 
repeating his intention of waiting on them 
the next day. 

Neither mother lior daughter could think 
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of rest wy: njore th^t night-^^tbe dw^ 
they had 80 narrowly escaped, the horror 
with which their minds were impressed, by 
the idea of having a secret enemy, totally 
precluded sleep ; in vain they endeavoured 
to oo]:\iecture who this enemy could be-<* 
they could not recollect a being from 
whom they deserved aught but kindness 
wd goodwill — ^*' Let the consciousness of 
this, then^Siure, ipy dear mother, tranquil* 
}ize your spirits,^^ said Elizabeth, at length 
making an eJ6S>rt to conquer her own ag}^ 
tatipn, for the purpose of endeavouring to 
calm her mother^s ;- " those who h^ve no^ 
l^ng^td reproach themselves with, may 
surely rely widi confidence on the protec- 
tion of Heaven.^' 

" No doubt,^^ returned her mother; " it 
would, however, I confess^ be a satis&ctipn 
to n^, to know (exactly the quarter in 
which we have cause for apprehensi(H3/^ 

"If yoil afccepted the services of the 
stranger, I tiujok it profc^ble ypu portly 
would,/' said Elizabeth, for he appears t^ 
be one of those characta^ M^honi neither 
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trouble nor difficulty can deter from perse* 
vering in any cau^ they undertake.'* 

^' He does ; I shall, however, rest satisfi^ 
with those of Mr. Eaton on this occasion, 
(Mrs. Munro always seemed to mak^ it a 
point to mention this gentleman whenever 
the young stranger was spoken of)-^Poor 
man, how greatly will he be affected when 
he hears the danger we were in !'* 

*' Yes,** replied Elizabeth ; ;** but so must 
eveiy ona possiessed of humanity. V 

The ♦ next- morning, just as they' were 
dressing for breakfast, a letter, directed in 
an unknown hand, was brought from the 
postofiice to Mrs. Mqnro. She desired 
Elizabeth to opm it. Accordingly, break- 
ing the seal, she r^ad aloud as follows: 



r. 



''Madam, 

" The Knes that now meet, 
your eye are the dictates of a heart fervent 
in its devotion to virtue, zealous in the 
cause of innocence; let this assurance, 
ihei^foi^, induce you to pay attention' to 
the warning they eoftvey . One of the m^ 
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artful, the most unprincipled of men, has 
found means of introducing himself to 
your notice — ^introducing himself for the 
diabolical purpose of en^aring the inno- 
cence of your daughter: as you value the 
preservation of that innocence, as you 
wish to retain the applauding testimony 
of your own conscience, let not your door 
again be opened to the traitor — ^let not his 
pestilential breath again, approach the 
flower, whose virgin blush he would anni- 
hilate ; his treacherous tongue again pour 
poison into the ear of purity. That his 
nie&rious schemes may in every other in- 
stance, as in this, be disappointed, the do^ 
me^c happiness he now aims to destroy, 
continue unimpaired, is the sincere wish of 
oniB, who, in avowing himself the friend of 
innocence and virtue, avows him^If the 
friend of Mrs. Munro and her lovely 
daughter.*^ 



"Good heavens !** exclaimed Mrs. 
Munro, eagerly grasping the letter, "who 
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€ould have imagined such a thing ! 
Who could have thought him such a 
villain V' 

" Who, mother?'* tremblingly, and pale 
as death, asked Elizabeth. 

"The stranger — who else could you 
suppose?** 

"Why, I think one cannot be certain 
that it alludes to him,** replied Elizabeth, 
but in tremulous accents and with down- 
cast eyes — " one may just as well imagine 
that it alludes to— to ** 

" Mr. Eaton, I suppose you would say — 
oh, my dear girl (in a reproachful tone), 
how could you admit such an idea ?** 

" I should be sorry to do injustice to 
any one,** returned Elizabeth ; " but, in 
reality, Mr. Eaton is almost as great a 
stranger to us as him we style so.** 

" But his age, his manners, his conver- 
sation, above all, the testimonial he has 
promised to produce from Lord 0*Sinister, 
of being what he has represented himself, 
convince me he is not the person alluded 
to in this letter — ^no, no, *tis tlie stranger I 
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am certain; and we need give ourselves 
no further trouble about ibe a£y r of last 
night, since I have not a doubt of his 
bdng the incendiary/^ 

^^ And to what motive can you ascribe 
such wickedness?'^ asked Elizabeth. 
, ^^ Entirely to his wishing to d[)tain an 
oppwtunity of doing something which 
should lead us to believe we owed him an 
obUgation, in coiisequence of his despair*^ 
ii^9 from your manner^ of otherwise rcT 
ceiving permission to visit here; but lie 
sh^U find, ^m this being denied him, that 
he hsis no c^use to triumph in his villainy>^ 
that if not absolutely det^tedf ^tis at least 
susp^ted.'' 

]^li?!abeth sighed^— «il)(3 awld not dtuy 
th^t circumst^ooe^ niade i^ni^ him: stilly 
however, the refleqtion ths^ be might be 
innocent, and, if so, of the i|igr|ititude he 
must accuse them of^ cm finding their door 
closed against him, without any reascm 
assigned for its being so^^the indignation 
with which, in that case, such conduct 
must inspire him, made her wish that hef 
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mother would iK>t give away entirely to the 
8U]^)0Bition of his being guilty. 

At length, by dint of supplication, she 
jN^vailed op her to let her not seeing him. 
be excused on the plea of indisposition. 
Scarcely had she gained this point, when 
she saw him approaching the house ; in a 
^ few minutes after, the servant entered the 
ehamba' with a card, on which were writ.^ 
ten the Allowing tmes with a pencil : 

"The disappointment of Cap- 
tain Delacour, at not obtaining a personal 
opportunity of paying his respects to Mrs. 
' and Miss Munro, is not a little aggravated 
by the cause of it ; but, though d^ed the 
pleasure of an immediate inte^ew with 
them, he tmsfts he shall not be denied the 
pleasure ' of immediately emplojing him- 
self in their service/* 



•*■ 



To this address Mrs, Munro, after a little 
hesitation, returned the following answer : 
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"Mrs. and Miss Munro unite 
in requesting Capt. Delacour to accept 
their thanks for his politeness, which, how- 
ever, they must positively decline putting 
to any further test. 



» 



"Well, if any circumstance occurs to 
prove him the wretch he is now suspected 
of being, never,^^ said Elizabeth, with so- 
lemn earnestness, as she beheld him with 
an air of disappointment quitting the house, 
"never, never,^' her fancy still dwelling 
on the noble expression of his counte- 
nance, the candour, sweetness, and sen- 
ability of which it was indicative, " will 
I again place fidth in appearances.^' 

Her mother acknowledged, that^ to have 
judged of him from his looks, she should 
have considered him one o( the most 
amiable of human beings ; but, notwith- 
standing their testimony in his favour, 
avowed her belief of his being one of the 
most worthless. 

The conversation relative to him was 
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interrupted by the unexpected arrival 6f 
Mr. Eaton, who seldom called of a morn- 
ing. The occurrence of tlie preceding 
night Mrs. Munro conceived she could 
not keep from his knowledge ; but with 
regard to the anonymous letter she re- 
solved to be silent, lest the disclosure of it 
should be the means of involving him m 
danger. He hearkened to the particulars 
she commmiicated with an agitated air, 
and a varying countenance ; and scarcely 
suffa^ her to conclude, ere he made an 
efiort to depart, for the purpose, he said, 
of aiquiring into the af&ir. This inten- 
tion Mrs. Munro strongly opposed, but 
without saying why ; and, at length, pre- 
vailed on him to relinquish it. By de- 
grees he became tranquillized ; and, as 
he rec6vered his tranquillity, grew ex* 
tremely inquisitive about the young ifian 
(so Mrs^ Munro styled Captain Delacour) 
who had been so instrumental to her pre- 
servation. His enquiries, however, rela^ 
tive to him remained unanswered; and, 
but whether owing to this circumstancCi 
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or to any other secret cause of uneannesB, 
he suddenly became gloomy and abstract- 
ed, and abruptly departed; not, howerer, 
without £jrst sigmfyiug his intention of re- 
turnii^ in the evenii^, apd expreffiing a 
hope of then having Hoe jlietter, be was now 
in daily expectation of receiving frcnn bs. 
faead in Lcmdon, to produce. 

The menti<Hi of this \vUer, or radier the- 
idea «f the event nbe expected it to l£a4 
to, sickened the heart of Ehzabetb. Pale^ 
melancholy, desponding, she etaitinued'. 
leaoii^ against a wiodow afier the depar-^ 
ture ^f Mr. Eaton, lost ^ fxt^nal objecH, 
till the trampling of hocses roused ho* 
from her reverie} whai, xaidng her ejies, 
fsbe beheld Captain Ddacpur riding across 
the heatif, alt^ided by a grooon. It iur- 
staptly occurred to ho* that he was quit-'- 
tii% the neighbourhood, an idea which 
pccasicflied her a pang, that excited sel& 
reproaches sufficiently s^ere to draw a 
jBopd of tears from her. To conceal these 
" (Mu . observation, aware that if noticed 

ley would lead to enquiries ^e could not 
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answer, ^e j^ to tijie igarc|ep$ but \k^ 
npt been long tfa^ere, ^h^ the £)Qund of a 
carriage stopping at t^e house made hv, 
hasten back through curiositj; audi to 
her unutterable astouishm^t, the first ob- 
ject that met her eyes, on entering th^ 
hall, was her &tfaer. 

We shall enta* into no particulars, being 
totally irrelative to this story, of the man- 
ner in which Munro was occupied or silu.-. 
ated in Ireland ; sujQSc^ it to say, that one 
evening, as lie wj^ iiidulgiDg in a 'Solitary 
ramble, for the purpose of meditating on 
the dear connexions at home, and aiitici- 
pating t}ie happiness they jsjiioqld all exp^ 
rienqe when agaiii re-yni^^ a ^^un was 
disqbarged at him thrqu^ a hedge, beside 
whiph he was walking, aud lie instantly 
fell. ' He felt he was wounded, hut where, 
the universal shock his frame had received 
prevented him for a moment fit>m ascer^ 
taining. He then perceived it was in his 
leg, and, sitting up, took out his handker* 
chief to bind round it. While thus em- 
ployed, a hasty step made him raise his 
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eyes, and he beheld a man, in appearance 
a ruffian, running towards him with a gun^ 
On percdving him, he no longer attributed 
the injury he had met with to accident, as 
at first he had been inclined to do ; and, 
under the persuasion of his hfe being 
direatened, made an efibrt, but an unsuc-- 
cessful one, to rise. 

Within a few paces of him the ruffian 
suddenly turned the gun, and with the butt 
end of it aimed a blow at his head—" O 
villain !^^ exclaimed Munro, with a wild 
.and flashing eye, throwing up his hand as 
he spoke to ward off the impending blow. 
It must, however, h^ve £dlen^ hiis position 
being too awkward a one to permit his 
parrying it effectually, but that, at the very 
moment it was descending, the gun was 
knocked out of the murderous han^ that 
held it by the blow of a cudgel, and the 
villain instantly fled. 

For a ihinute Munro lost the power of 
perception • on r^faining it, he beheld an 
elderly man bending over him, in whose 
features, at a second glance, he recog- 
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nised those of his mutilated host of Port- 
Patrick. 

""Good God !" he exclaimed, "what 
does all this. meaH ?'^ 

" It means,^^ replied the other, ^* that 
you are the care^ as indeed we are led to 
believe the good ever are, of Providence — 
your life was attempted by a villain, and I 
arrived just in time to save it. Your 
honour may remember, that, as you were 
stepping into the boat, I told you, the first 
time I came to this side, I would make 
bold to call upon you; I was in my way 
to do this, when I stumbled upon you here 
— but come. Captain, let us hasten to the 
house for assistance ; with the aid of my 
arm, and this stout cudgel, don^t you think 
you can make a shift to walk thither ?^^ 

" To hobble, my fiiend,^^ replied Munro 
with a faint smile, as with his assistance he 
rose from the ground. 

With difficulty they reached it. They 
found the hall door open, and Munro, 
turning into the first room .he came to, 
rang for a servant. 
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£JUmmotis was answered by a man 
who lived at Temora in capacity of stew* 
ard, a fellow of surly manners, and most 
miprepossessing countenance; insomuch^ 
that Miinro had conceived a strong preju- 
dice against him, now not a litfle strength- 
med by l^e suspicions, which the terror 
&ild cotifiision he betrayed at seeing him 
excited, of his having had some hand in 
the rteent afiair ; the discl6sure of these 
su^icion^, prudieftoe, however, now for- 
bade; ahd; accoi'dirigly, till completely 
out of his powet, Munro determined not 
16 give a hint of them. ' 

111 pursuance of t6is resolution, there- 
fore, l^e contented liiinself with merely de- 
sMiigtiim tb fetch a bottle of wine, and 
then go off in que^ of a surgeon. Der^ 
niody obej^, but not without having 
titst made ^ihe atvkWard eflbils, such as 
tended to strengthen* Muhtt)^^ Suspicion of 
hk guilt^ to appeajr coiicemed for what 
hadhappletted; 

fhe' mdtneut* he" i*W^ 6uV of sight— 
" Well,'^ said the hone^ veteran, ot as we 
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shall in future style fcito, Kfecle6<f, «'tf 
ever I saw ai villahi, the feUbw ifiied lak 
jiist left ite is 6nfe. Ca]^tain, tdt fifeaven*^ 
6ake don^t remain anothei" liight in ibi^ 
houi^ or nagfaboui^bod, for my mind 
misgives me your life is not safe in eitli^ 
*^the wherry in which I came dtei* will 
fee on ils way back in the course of ari 
hour ; so, in the name of God, return with 
me, and rely 6ll it, irty datne and I will do 
every tiling Ihat is necessary for you/^ 

Munro needed no importunity to induce 
him to comply with this entreaty, perfectly 
coinciding with Macleod, in thinking that 
where he theil was he was not safe. He 
had no sooner decided on dep^bg with 
him, than, as no time was to be lost 
in making preparations, he directed hini 
where to find his chamber, in order thS.t 
he might collect his clothes, and pack 
them up for him. 

Macleod was not long in dispatching 
this business ; he returned With the port- 
manteau, and was then desired by M utiTb 
to unlock an escritoire in an adjoining 
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cloeiet^ and bring him out the.cash^ amount- 
ing to two hundred pounds, which he had 
deposited there: to apply a key to this, 
howeyer, Macleod found unnecessary, as 
^t lay open, and completely cleared of its 
contents; 

"Well,^^ said Munro, on learning tlie 
robbery, endeavouring to force a smile as 
he spoke, though distressed beyond ex-- 
pression by the loss of a sum so essential 
to the comfort of his &mily, ** it can^t be 
helped, niy friend ; there is, therefore, no 
use in complaining about it; those who 
took it doubtless concluded, that by this 
time, I should have had no further occar 
sion for cash. ^^ 

"Ah the villains V^ cried Macleod, "^only 
for the delay it would occasion, Vd search 
that iilJooking rascal, Dermody, when he 
comes back, for PU be sworn he^s con- 
cerned in this business but, Captain, 

have yoii no firie-anns!^^ 

" Luckily remembered,^^ returned. Mun- 
ro ; "in the hall, my friend, .you'll find a 
brace of pistols belonging ,to me, and 
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leaded, that is, if no trick ha» been 
played with them/^ 

Macleod haslaied for them, and, being* 
examined, it was found that, unlike the 
escritoire, they still retained their contents. 
Dermody presently returned, but unac- 
^oompanied by the surgeon, saying he 
could not find him at home. 

♦' Well, it matters not,^^ said Munro, as, 
widi the assistance of Macleod's stick, he 
quitted his seat; ^M am going where I 
hope it will not be so ciifficult to find 

-** What, going away fnom this ?" ex- 
claimed Demoody, in an accent of sur- 
prise, smd with a^ look at once scrutinizing, 
apprehensive, and ferocious. 

^^ Yes ; it is time for me to leave a place 
where my property has been taken, and 
my life attempted .^^ 

"What — ^how— your property !— Lord, 
what has made you think so ?'^ 

With involuntary severity, and turning, 
as he spoke, his eyes full upon him — eyes 
which, like those of his friend Lord 

VOL. I. K 
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O^Sinister, aeemed formed to dive into 
the recesses of the soulr— " You will pro- 
bably sooa know/' saidMunfo. 

Dermody tried, but was unable to sup^ 
pcNTt his gaze. 

. '^Comei come/^ cried Madeod impa« 
tiently, ^^ instead of standing like a 'fed 
there, twiriing your hat upon your thlitnb^ 
be so good. Master Dermody, aa to throw 
this here portinanteaU over your shoulder^ 
and trot down with it to the beach.,'' 

Dermody turned. a lm>k full of rage^oid 
scorn upon the old soldier; the refusal, 
however, whieh evidently hovered on his 
lips, was prevented by Munro, in a calm 
but resolute tone, reiterating iSae com;^ 
mand. 

After a little hesitotian, he, suDenly 
obeyed, and still more sullenly ^ubmittbd 
to going before, after having made^ev^ial 
unsuccessful efforts to fell. into the rear, 
awed, in all probability, by the stem llooks 
of Munro^ and the ^ireatemng madner in 
which Macleod held the pistols. 

In pain, both of body and mind, Munro 
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asibarked— he was agonized to think, 
that, through the machinations of^ some 
Secret foe, he might perhaps be compelled 
to relinquish the advantageous situation he 
had 90 recoitiy obtained. By degrees, 
bowev^, heBtroTe to tranquillize his ninnd^ 
by endeavouring lo hope the best; and, 
after a little delib^'atieni^. finally resolved, 
notwithstanding IMbcleod's aiguments-lO) 
the contrary, ion remainii^ silent ^th re- 
gard to the affidr that had driven, him frtfm^ 
Ireland, until' he i had consulted 'his noble 
friend, Lord (^Sinidt^) respecting it. ; 

The grief, the consternatioD, and resent^ 
mait, which this truly gof^ uAn would 
feel on being acquainted with it, be pic- 
tui^ to himself in tbe^ tivdiest colours — 

r 

" Yes,^* said he mentally; " he will fe6l asi 
though the injuly hiad bie^n dooe. to him- 
self, and neHrer rest, I -am convinced, till 
he has mdde every exertion in his pow^ 
to discoviet the ; perpetraitors of it— how 
then,^^ he cohtitiued, after a transient pause, 
'f can I let my iforits flag, knowing;^ as I 
do, that I enjoy the patronage of so worthy 

K 2 
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and so great a ii]aii*--K>iie who, of his own 
accord, sought me out for the purpose of 
befneuding me — ^Away tormenting fears 
and forebodings, whilst Lord O'Sinister 
contiaues my frigid, and continue so I am 
certain he will, except my own fault, I 
have no reason to give way to you !'* 

As soon as he landed a surgeon was sum-^ 
moned, and the ball, which had lodged in 
his 1^9 extracted^ but not without dilfi- 
culty and danger, and the unpleasant in- 
formation^ of the wound in allprobalnlity 
requiriAg a length of time to heal, owing 
to so long a period having elapsed ere it 
was attended to, and the painful exertions 
made after receiving it. 

Finding he was likely to remain an in- 
valid for some time, Munro resolved on 
returning home immediatdy, notwithstand- 
ing Macleod's earnest ^solicitations for 
him to remain where he was, and his con- 
viction of experiencing from him every 
atteptioh he required ; but his heart fondly 
turned towards home, and, even though 
inclination had not impelled his return. 
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pradeace would, the digsin contracted state 
of hiB fmaaces requiring that he should 
incur no eartiiaordinary expense. 

Accordingly, tlie day after his arrival at 
Port^Patrick, he was assisted into a chaise 
by his worthy host, and, accompanied by 
his best wishes for his speedy recovery, set 
out for. Heathwood. 

Gladly would he have concealed from 
his wife and daughter the circumstance to 
which his quick return was owing, being 
perfectly aware of the horror it was cak 
culated to impress them with ; but, as to 
follow his wishes in this instance was 
impossible, he endeavoured to prevent the 
consequences he apprehended fix>m its dis- 
closure, by cautiously breaking it to them ; 
butj notwithstanding this, ere his narrative 
wais closed, his wife became senseless in his 
arms, and Elizabeth, clinging round his 
neck, proved, by her fast-&]ling tears, that 
it w^ to these only she was indebted for 
not.beifig reduced to a similar situation. ^ 

The attentions of her husband and daugh- 
ter soon restored Mrs. Munro to animation. 



/ 



196 THE bIiscardbd 8oir. 

On reyiying' she fondly pneased the former 
to her heart, and — •*' Never, never will we 
part again on this side the grave !V burst 
from her. 

"While we yrere so safe, so happy,*^ cried ' 
Elizabeth — ^^ oh my fiither !^^ and, dropping 
on her knees, she wrapped h^ arms around 
him and her mother, and kissed and bathed 
iwith her tears tlidr united bands. 

The pain of his wound, whicKthe motion 
of the carriage had not a little aggravated, 
soon obliged Munro to repair to his c^anv- 
•ber. In hjs way to it, the mischief done 
hy> the fire caught his attention^ and led to 
enquiries, which brought about, not only 
an immediate^ but candid disclosure of all 
that had recenty happened. 

Distrustful of her pwn judgment, and, 
besides, so accustomed to repose unlimited 
confidence in him, that, even . if she had 
thought, which however she by no means 
did, that the circumstances she qow re- 
vealed could have been concealed fit)m his 
knowledge, she would still have felt uneasy 
at their being so, Mrs, Munro suffered no 
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interrogatory from him to remain unan- 

l^unro was greatly agitated by what he 
heard, but by no means concurred in opi- 
nion .with her respecting Captain Delacour ; 
he was - conTineed h)s was the young hero 
of whose exploits he had lately heard so 
much, and^ could not believe it possible 
that a character like his would plot the 
destruction of an innocent femily— •" His 
reviialinghis name is, to me, a proof of 
bis innocence,'^ he added; ^^ since, if guilty, 
^tis but natural to snppo^ he would care- 
fully: have avoided every circumstance 
likdy to lead to his detection.'^ 

" Then if you acqiiit him, on whom does 
yoursuqiicion light?'' asked Mrs, Munro. 

" Not particularly on any one ; our lives 
have been so inoffaisive, the little power 
we poasiessed of doing good to others has 
ever been so eagerly made use of, that I 
am quite at a loss to conjecture how or 
where we have provoked enmity: when 
a Uttle recovered, I shall certainly endea- 
vour to discover ; in the interim, all that 
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can be done, is to be as much upon our 
guard as possible ; and still to remember, 
that He, without whose permission a spar- 
row cannot &I1 to the ground, will con- 
tinue to watch over the safety of the 
creatures that look up to him for pro- 
tection.'^ \ 

'' You are of opinion then that the anob- 
nymous letter does not allude to Captain 
Delacour?'' 

'' I am ; but (half smiling), pray where 
is this Mr. Eatcm, of whom I have heard so 
much ? when may I expect the honour of 
being introduced to him ?'' 

"Why, in the course of an hour or 
two, my love, I make no doubt, as he 
is a r^^ar attendant at our tea4able; 
if he knew of your arrival, I dare say 
his eagerness to pay his respects to you 
would bring him here sooner than usual. ^^ 
She then entered into a discussion of his 
merits,' and concluded by a declaration of 
the lis^piness she experienced, at the idea 
of EUzabeth's marriage with a man so every 
way calculated to Tender her hs^py. 



J 
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'A deep and involuntEoy sigji from tiie 
bosom of EUzalieth, at these words, caused 
her father to turn his eyes with quickness 
on her ; and awakened, suspicions in his 
mind, which determined him to be minute 
in hii^ enquiries, ere he permitted her mar- 
riage to take place with Mr. Eaton, even 
though that gentleman should prove himr 
self worthy of her hand. 

Contrary to the expectations of Mrs. 
Manix), the tea equipage made its appear- 
ance without being preceded by Mr. Eaton ; 
and, to /her enc^'easing surprise, .minute 
after nlinute, and> hour after hour, rolled 
away without bringing him. Something 
very particular, i^e persuaded herself, must 
have occurred to keep him away, and, in 
consequence, resolved on sending, at an 
early hour the next^ morning, to enquire 
'dfter him. Elizabeth made no comments 
on the failure of his usual visit, neither did 
her father, though he was not without hi^ 
thoughts on the subject, being detpfmined 
to give no utterance to the suspicions it 

• *. ; • ■ K 6 ■ 



903 THB DISCARDED SOIT. 

awakened, e^cq>t convinced beyond a 
doubt they were well founded. 

The messenger dispatched fhe next 
morning by Mrs. Munro to the villi^e 
wha^ Mr. Eaton lodged, returned with 
information of his having jet out foir Lon- 
don the preceding evening, in consequenee 
of an expness acquainting him of the death 
of a near rdation, to whose property he wa» 
heir, and to take possession of which his> 
presence there was immediately requisite. 

This st<H7, though plausible, gained no 
credit with Munro ; he was convinced it 
was a fiibrication, and, consequently, diat 
an atrocious scheme had been carrying on 
against his daughter. Yes, he had no 
longer die smallest doubt upon his mind 
that a villain, availing himself of his ab- 
sence, had laid a regular plan to betray 
her : this idea made him almost bless Ae 
band that had reduced him to the neces- 
sity of returning hon^e at tihis crisis, since 
instrumental, in all probability, to saving 
l^im from a wound nothing could have 
healed. For though of the purity of the 
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^^ ttngeli^ that circle tide throne of God 
rejoicing/^ he had not a more exalted 
opinion than he had of that of his wife 
a^id daughter, he well knew they were too 
ignorant of the arts of the flagitious, to be 
any match for thode of a hardened liber^* 
tine. , He could tto longer think of con- 
cealing from his wife die opinion he had 
formed of Mr. Eaton ; she heard it with 
aftton»^imekit, and, notwithstanding the de- 
ference she paid to his judgment, with 
SMOiefting like incredulity: had Eaton 
been & young man, she might, nay pro- 
liably would, have subscribed without he- 
sitation to the justness of it ; but his age 
wfe sucl) an assurance to her of his feel- 
* ings being divested of that impetuosity,"^ 
which, in the early seascm of life, but too 
frequently occasions a lapse from viMue, 
that she could not immediately bring her- 
self to believe hfon guilty. 

^^ Trust me, my love,^ said Munro, in 
liqily to her observations on the subject, 
^^ unbridled passions are not confined en- 
tirely to the bosom of youth — ^if in- the 
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morning of life we allow them to triumph; 
in the evening they will domineer—^tea' 
is not the only object in the creation that 
has snow upon its head, and a devas^ting 
fire within its veins ; but, even though I 
should be conrinoed my conjectures re- 
specting Mr. Eaton were erroneous, still,- 
I. confess, I should give our Elizabefli witfi 
reluctance to him, peisuaded as I am,lliat 
without parity of age there cannot be that 
unily of sentiment so essential to the hap. 
piness of the married state,, at least the 
happiness of a heart of sensibility like 
her^s; besides, I am certain she already 
repents her engagement, and equally so» 
that she would never have thought of form^ 
ing sueh a one but on our account." 

This assertion occasioned reflections in 
the mind of Mrs. Munro which gradually 
revived a^train of circumstances in her re- 
collection, that tended to convince her it 
was a just one, and conseqaoifly made her 
rejoice at the marriage of ha daughter, 
with Mr. Eaton being prevented. 
From the MTetchediiess which the fond 
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parents were now equally certain the idea 
of this marriage caused her, they delayed 
not relieving their Elizabeth. To paint 
her transports at the moment, her joy, her 
gratitude, at being released from her pro- 
mise to Mr. Eaton, at finding that the sa- 
crifice of her happiness to theirs was what 
they neitlieir expected, nor would con- 
sciously permit, would be imposdblei An 
insupportable weight was immediately re*- 
moved fix)m her heart, by the removal of 
the chains which she had imposed upon 
herself; the melancholy which had began 
to pervade her mind, and make her view 
every object through a gloomy medium, 
instantly vaniriied ; i^in all around wore 
a smiling aspect, foragain 

^ Hope, with eyes so fair, 
Whispered promised pleasui^, 
. And biide the' Ibtely scenes at distaace haff/ 
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^ Wbit tben reimiif^ 1mt| alter pMt aiiaoyy 
To take the good winltiidc of joyi 
To thank the grpckma gods for what tlMy giyc, 
PoaiCTi our aonbi aod, whik we lime, to llreV 

0ftTDS». 



The whispa« of Hope were, however, 
sometiines intatuptied by the iniggestions 
of fear : wlien Elizabeth reflected on the 
apporeiitly abrupt manner in which Capr 
tain Delaeour had quitted Heathwopd, she 
was not without apprehensions of its being 
owio^to pique^ and, consequently, that 
he would make no effort for the renewal 
of their acquaintance. 

Among those who came to inquire into 
the particulars of the affidr which occa- 
sioned Munro^s unexpected return home^ 



THB DfSCARDCD 80K. 207 

wa^ Jenkins, the steward at Fii^rove, and 
to him was entrusted flie letter which 
Mmnro wrote; to Ixird^ O^Sinister relative 
to it. To tbis^ in due time, ait answer was 
received, ^pressive of the greatest horror 
and imdigaii^on at what had haji^ned, 
and iai detem^oation ^tp take immediate 
stj^ for the investigation of it — ^^ And as 
I have no doubt,^^ his lordship continued, 
^^ of these stqps proving successful, I shall 
hope and expect to hear, that, as soon as 
able to travel, you are again on your way 
fo Temora, where, with refid gratitude, I 
havje leamH your unceasing exertions to 
forward my wishes.^' He then, after 
dwelling im the uneasiness he felt at the 
thoughts of what the family of Munro 
must have suffered from the attempt upon 
his. fife, mentioned his having entered into 
a correspondence with Osmond^ and bmg 
greatiy pleased with his style and tiim of 
thinking : and concluded, by saying he 
diould feel himself highly obUged, by the 
ladies paying some little attention to a 
particular friend of his, a widow lady of 
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the name of Elford, who, in her way to 
tb^ Highlands, for whieh ahe was cm the 
point of quitting London, purposed rest- 
ing a day or two at Fiigrove: 

From such a fiiend as Lord O^inister, 
it. must hav6 been iEivery disagreeable re- 
quest indeed, wMdb Mimro ot his fitmily 
would have had any hesitation in conq>ly- 
ing with : accoi?dsngly, as soon as apprized 
of the arrival of Mrs. Elford, they hastened 
to pay their respects to her, and devoted 
the two days she passed in the neighbour- 
hood almost entirely to, her« They found 
her a pleasing, iensible woman, somewhat 
advanced in life, but still so lively and in- 
sinuating in her mamierB, that to converse 
with h^ without feding prepossessed in 
her favour, was scmneely possible: in a 
word she so uQ^fratialed herself into tiieir 
good gmces, that, on har expressing a 
wish for the company of Elizabeth during 
her stay in the Highlands, no objection 
was made to the {Proposal but by Elisabetb 
herself, and that otAy on account of the 
unwillingness she. felt to leave her fiither 



at this juiicture, who still oontiiiued lame: 
both he and tier inottier, however, imtt 
too aificious to promote fior 4toirtrtafiit 
to permit bar to decline the invit&tioDk 
especially .when assured her absence at! the 
&rthest would not exceed a foitnight. 

At an early hour in the morning shfe 
quitted Heathwood with her new fiiend, 
and, towards the decline of day, reached 
the end of their journey^ not a Iktte ffcoA^ 
fied by' the romantic seen^ it gave.heran 
opportunity of viewing, ; , : .: 

' In a narrow glen, open at cttie end to 
the sea, and winding away at the cttiner 
like a meanderii^ river, amidst rock£^ 
woods, mountains, and falling :St^eanli^ 
the picturesque intenspersion of wMch 
iHXM^httD mind the rude but rii^ly luxu- 
riant wildness of Claude Lorraoiie's landr 
scapes, stood the habitation of Mrs*, fjfotdt 
lor the purpose of disposing of which 
she averred this journey had been uiAler- 
taken, a long, low, spacious, birt some- 
what ancient and dilapidated buildings oq 
such a spot as Os»an desired to r^pose^ in. 
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''O lajr me, ye that see tlK lighV^ he 
«bd, '^oear 8ome tock of my hills: lei 
liielhtdc ha2eb be around^ let the rustling 
oak beiiear^ gram be the place of my rest, 
Mid' let the sound <)f the distant torrent be 
heard.^^' Bvery thing wi&in proclaimed 
long desertion and decay r ^ few old ser- 
^^BitatB tcomposed the household, andmelan- 
bfaoty itsdf dould«>fioi haye desired any 
Ihing more solitary or sttll. 
' In anotter firame of mind, and Eliza- 
beth perhaps might ' not have Hked an 
abodeof tinstdesciiption t^ but now, owing 
tf» Ihe iihpression which reeent occurrences 
Irid 'mdde upon her, it suited her better 
diaii a liy<^iar cme would have done. ' 

The dom»riics being apprized of ihe 
iSbfSjqg of their hklf, dhmer was provided 
against her arrivflA! scarcely was it over 
when she was summoned to a person on 
business ta another room; she accordr 
In^y repaired thither, leaving Elizabeth 
to amuse herself as she pleased during her 
^bs^ce. 

The evening wn fine, and Elizabeth 
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no sooner found hendif alone^ tiian 
iinpatienoe to take a more particulw suv- 
vejr of ithe romantic^ scenery that so de- 
Ugfated her ejSe, induced har to quit the 
house, and' bend her st^towards the sea, 
from which jt ivas dii^tent.but a short way. 
Ifere.the nrngmfioeok fipectecle of the set- 
ling .sun sinking, to B^iearBnce, amidsf 
tfie glitterii^ waves^ and (be gfewing tints 
of the beediiig<diflB that caught his part- 
ing rays, the faaiints of innumerable yriiU^ 
iowl^ and: richly tufted with marioe weods 
and plants,^ and dotted with self-implanted 
groves of eldei;^ so Ifaat not uhfrequently, 
by ibte^ who skirted Ae feet of these 
stupaidoBs predipices, ibe sweet notes of 
the throstle and die ibdcJaik were heard 
mmgUng with, iaqdat^ times pvedoitnna- 
ting over, the hatfA and discordant cries 
of the gi«y gulls and Tdttiwaks that nest- 
led in than, aiteraately fixed her attenlion, 
and exdted the most rapDurous enlbusiasm 
in her biieast, such as tiie suUime of na- 
ture never fiifls of afwaking in mmds of 
s^imbility: but, by degrees, tiiis gave 
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fillne tb the .fteliiigv inapired by the re- 
fleetion of h&^g now in llie iiimiediaiie 
▼ieimty of her. &ter^ anraeot iieigUtMiw- 
JKMk*''4iHlt ffflftdcBee ipiticfa be bad teen 
8o unjustly, and, she fened, for ever 
.bsmdied from ; wondering, if by any 
•dbance sbe came m ber gmnd&dier^s 
way, wbetber be would notice ber, and 
vecaUing to reccdlection Ibe manner in 
-wbicb, sbouM sucb a circumstance oc-- 
<ur,' bM fiitber bad desired ber to act — 
namely, ;in sucb a way as should prove 
Jier having been iMnought up to respect 
Ibe ties wbidi connected Ibem. Sbe wan- 
dered on, almost unconsciouriy, tiU her 
progfesB was io^i^ded by. a projec^ng 
rodk, against whicb the waves broke in 
white foam, as if eurs^^ at the barrier it 
opposed to thdr dnnovtetions. 

<. '' And thus,'^ said Ebzabeth, as, pausing 
and leaning figaiiist a jutting point of it, 
she saw wave succeeding wave and idly 
dispersing on the shore, '^does hope suio 
ceed.b&pe iix ^e human mind ! scarce has 
one &ded and become extinct, ere anoth^ 



THE DiSCARDBO. SOJTi 3^13 

rises, calming pertarhations! ^. (UtappoiatV 
ment, and keeping aloof despair—fHend of 
llie ui^appy^ soother of the afflicted^ )hiit for 
Ihee, how dark and dhoary wexe often the- 
path of life ! supported bjr thee what dif* 
ficulties rannot man .endnre^ what easfowB 
not sustain ! . Oh, never may my boionl 
cease to lodge thee! for, as the poet ele- 
gantly says, ! 

< Hope, like the glinimeridg toper*« light, 

Adonii aod checn the, way, 
And still, Uk darker gro^s the night. 
Emits a brighter ray/** 

From her meditative attitude she wad 
roused by a strain of wild, but exqufaite 
melody ; she started, and looked towardi^ 
the summit of the cliff, whence it eeeiBfed 
to proceed,* but without percdving any 
one-^'^ Was it then an ideal sound I heaid?'^ 
cried she to ha^f, after pausing some 
minutes in expedation of its being re- 
peated, ** or one peculiar to these solitary 
r^ons, such as incline the unenlightened 
mind to superstition, and lead our rude 
forefathers to believe, that spirits rode on 
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tile olpads, and nng oa the mod^.of iht 

"■ ^Sbe oMBed, .fi»r. i^^atn soft music floated 
oaHie air, sod agamJike the etrain that 
had (ireoeded it^' 'gmdtially died a^y 
amidst tfie cafvitieB'of the difi; like the last 
fidnt sighs of expiring^ nalxire. 

Elisabeth, new ki6kiDg about her more 
narrowly than she had before done, dis- 
cover one of these cavities, and imme- 
diately opposite to it a concsponding 
oue, divided froqi it by a narrow path; 
prompted by curiosity, she ventured 
within, and, passing the jinteifvening space, 
advanced thipug^ the o^i^ ; but scarcely, 
bad she issued fix>m the farther outlet, 
whm she started back, ii^ couiiision and 
dismay, at beholding a laige party of 
gehtlenen at dimier baieatii |fae shelter of 
a diff, a veqsel at anchor near them, and> 
on a crag above them, the musicians, whose 
wild melody J had .dra;wn: her , to ^ the spot. 
Her confusiw, at atwlHi^ t^ abruptly 
upon them^ h^ not ^IjlUle. inerea^ by 
^^ir acclatQatioQs at seeing her, and stiU 
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further augmented, })jr hQWii)g;^i9i^ 
pursued through . lbs i qAy^nrrrte 
alone and ujilaiawn; tQ w^-of .tba >pvfy4 
making her dr^ad vin^eetiiig -with 'Bcme 
impertinence; But, notwithstuidiQg. beb 
q»eed,'sbe waa iovortokeii, and her flyiogi 
^ps arrested by>.the seizure oCrh^gp^fiii^ 
panting and trembling, ahe^tumed ta ta^s&xti 
this insolence, butlost Ijhi^' pi>wti^. Ol Utter- 
ance on beholding^ ^t6ad of a pi^esumpr 
tuous stranger. Captain Delaqcfi^:. HSfft 
emotions at this unexpected m^tistg :i¥ere 
such, as nearly .to <K^erpi(}ivei!.ber,;aA4 
raider his support necestary>.;. Fi^ir ft 
minute she unconsciously rested ^tau^ttit 
his shoulder, then, recovering, to a senee f^ 
her sitnatiopy brpbe wiJb bIud)fls.fi!«iR iiim 
and moved forward., liqlacour . 4id 95^ 
attempt to oppose b^pngrm, qn^^tb^ 
contrary, he tooklh^ hi^.^and.e^i^ly^ 
hurried her from die beai^,.* u^m ^ndii^ 
path amidst the rocks, ia ^coiu8eqYience^^ 
knowing he was not the only person of the 
party who had foUowed her ;.but on .reach- 
ing a retired spot^ at some dittancelrom 



Iil6 TfiB mSCAHDBD SON. 

> 

Ae 'phce'^iiere kid oompanioM had lost 
«^t of him, ^ g^fl^ resisted her effiAls 
to. jMTOoeed-^^' Fm* a' minute let ine detain 
yoo/^ cried he, *^to expresB the hairiness 
dm unexpected meeting^ has given me, and 
enquire to what ftnrtunale civcumstente is 
owing the pteosore- of finding you in this 
ndghbourhood P^ 

~ Elizabeth, m a vcMce treihbting through 
agitation, a cheek flushed by emotion, 
informed Urn. - 

'' How ddightfhlt^' said' te, in reply ; 
^* how amply does this moment compen* 
sate for the pain I endui^ at being com- 
pelled to kaye Heathwood in the abrupt 
mamer I did !'' 

''Compelled! Elizabeth repeaM the 
expression to haiself ; it was not then 
fixMU pique or choice, but owing to ne* 
cessity he had quitted it without seeking 
anotl^r interview with h6r-^e%h1fi]l 
idea ! her bosom sWeHed with rapture 
at iL • •- . '••',••. 

- '' The rdation to whom I am on a visit 
here,^' coirtinued Delacour, '* apprized of 
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my being on my way, and impatient and 
nneai^ at my stopping at Heathwood, sent 
me a summons which I could not avoid 
obeyii^; my ill humour at^the circum^ 
stance, however, was in some d^ree sub- 
dued, by the attention and pleasure with 
which slie listaied to my conversation 
about you and your mother, owing to het 
having formerly been intimately acquainted 
with your father. She is prepared to ad- 
mire, to esteem, to love you, " he added, 
with increasing anhaation, ''and will, I 
am convinced, eagerly ^enAbrace the oppor- 
tunity now afforded of soliciting your 
acquaintance — 'to-morrow, with your per- 
mission, I will have the honour of intro^ 
ducing her to you.*^ 

Elizabeth bowed — ^e should ccMnsider 
herself highly flattered by a visit from her, 
>she said. 

''Then, this matter being arranged, 1 
will no longer delay your return home,^^ 
cried Delacour, passionately ki^ng her 
hand. 

' "^ Nay,*' said Elizabeth, half pausing, 

VOL* I. L 
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and perhaps a little coquettishly, on finding 
he still continued by her side, "I shall 
think you sacrifice quite too much to 
complaisance, if you let me be the means 
of taking you fiDm your party/* 

" And do you really,** cried Delacour, 
a little reproachfully, and pursuing her 
half-avated eyes with his, "attribute to 
complaisance alone my wish to attend you 
home ? No, no,** smiling, and in an altered 
and exulting tone, he added, rightly inter^ 
preting the soft confiision of her looks, 
" I perceive you do not do me such in- 
justice.** 

" Well, well,^* said Elizabeth, endeavour- 
ing, under an air of unconcern, to hide the 
pleasure with which her bosom throbbed 
at the delightfiil idea of being r^arded 
with more than indifference by him for 
whom the secret sigh of her soul was 
breathed, "let us speak no more on the 
subject— do you find this neighbourhood 
pleasant ?'** 

" Lately but tolerable, but now (bowing 
with a gallant air), I shall find it delight- 
ful.** 
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V 

" Fewer compliments/' said Elizabetli, 
gaily, "or I shall be tempted to suspect 
your sincerity/^ 

" Then, rather than excite a doubt of it 
in your mind, be my tongue mute, and my 
eyes the only herald of my heart." 

On reaching Mrs. Elford's habitation — 
" Must I then," said Delacour as he knock- 
ed at the door, " bid you farewell so soon?" 

Elizabeth hesitated for a minute, then 
replied, she made no doubt Mrs. Elford 
would be happy to see him. 

"1 have your permission then,*^ returned 
he eagerly, " to attend you in ?" 

Elizabeth bowed, the door opened, and 
Delacour followed her into a parlour, 
where they found the tea-equipagfe pre- 
pared, but no Mrs. Elford — ^a circum- 
stance, perhaps, neither much regretted. 

" Oh, how often," said Delacour, in 
accents of mingled tenderness and anima- 
tion, as he seated himself beside her, 
"have I wished me thus — wished to be 
thus situated — ^wished for such an oppor- 
tunity of unclasping my heart to you — of 

L 2 
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friving utterance to its wishes, its hopes, ite 
iears ; for where there is love, I now find, 
from experience, there will be apprehen- 
sion/' 

" Especially,*' returned Elizabeth, a 
little archly, " where there is diffidence/' 

"Trae," cried Delacour laughing; 
^^ and as I have, notwithstanding what you 
may think to the contrary, more than a 
moderate share of that, except I receive 
some hope, some flattering assurance that 
I may " 

The door opened and prevaited his 
finishing the sentaice ; both he and Eliza- 
beth looked anxiously towards it, but, 
instead of seeing Mrs. Elford, as they 
expected, a servant entered, to say she 
found herself so indisposed after har 
journey, that she was unable to come 
down, and therefore requested Elizabeth's 
company to tea in her dressing-rqom. 

^* Ah, I now find,*' said Delacour in a 

low voice, and with an air of chagrin, as 

he arose to depart, in consequence of this 

'.message, "'tis a true observation, happi- 
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ness is of a fugitive nature ; but for present 
disappointment I shall endeavour to con- 
sole myself by anticipation of to-morrow.'* 
Then raising her hand to his lii)s for a 
moment, he made his parting bow and 
wiAdrew.. 

Eliz&beth lingered at a window, whence 
she could trace his steps, till he had entirely 
receded from her view ; she then with a 
heart throbbing with the most delightful 
sensations, hastened to the chamber of 
Mrs, Elford, but paused, through surprise, 
at the entrance, occasioned by finding her^ 
without the smallest appearance of indis- 
position. 

^'•Wby, what's the matter, my dear?'* 
asked Mrs. Elford laughing ; ^' you look 
astonished,'* 

" A little so, I confess. Madam," replied 
Elizabeth, as she advanced into the room, 
^^but, at the same time, agreeably sur- 
prised, I assure you, siiice, contrary to 
what I was led to expect, I perceive no 
symptoms of illness about you." 
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" Oh, it*s not my way, my dear, to yield 
to complaints : but come, take a seat, and 
let me know where you. met with that 
handsome young fellow that attended you 
home/^ 

The terms in which this en.quiry was 
made excited a degree of surprise, it might 
be said of disgust, in the mind of Eliza- 
beth, that took from her the power of im- 
mediately answering it. 

Mrs. Elford again, laughed, and en- 
quired whether the surprise she manifest- 
ed was owing to her having had the can- 
dour to confess she thought the gentleman 
handsome, or the bad taste to reckon him 
so ? — "If to the fonner,^^ added she, 
"when you know me better, you ^11 cease 
to wonder at hearing me say what 1 think> 
as it has always been my way to do so.^^ 
She then repeated her x|uestion, and re- 
ceived a reply to it. This, however, did 
not satisfy her; Elizabeth having acci- 
dentally mentioned her meeting with De- 
lacour before, she rested not till die had 
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learned when, where, and how, in short, 
every particular relative to their fecqtiaint- 
ance. 

" And so,'^ cried she, on obtaining the 
full gratification of her curiosity, "you 
have given him permission to wait on }'ou 
to-morrow ?'* 

" Yes, Madam,^^ answered Elizabeth, 
font in rather a hesitating manner, owing 
to the air of dissatisfaction, at least so she 
fancied, with which these words were 
uttered ; " but if you Have the least objec* 
tion to his being introduced to you, or to ^ 
my seeing him-^ — '^ . 

" Me !— Lord, child, not the least,'' in- 
terrupted Mrs, Elford ; " or, if I had, it 
would only be in consequence of the du* 
bious light in which I think he appears : 
but a short time will, I hope, put it beyond 
a doubt, whether or not the anonymous 
letter alluded to him.'' 

" That has already been done, Madam,'^ 
said Elizabeth, with involuntary warmth. 

" Indeed ! well, my dear, I trust he will 
prove deserving of your good opinion — 
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if, indeed, he has a relation in the neigE*^ 
bourhood, and introduces her to you, thai, 
indeed, I shall think him entitled to your 
notice; but— 

" Till you are convinced he is,'^ inter*^ 
rupted Elizabeth, with a quickness which 
proved, beyond a doubt, her being piqued 
by the suggestion of any thing to the pre- 
judice of Delacour, '^ we will. Madam, if 
you please, cease to converse about bun.'^ 

Mrs. Elford nodded — "As you please, 
my dear,^' said she, and immediately 
changed the conversation. 

Ill humour was a guest that could not 
long I'etedn a place in such a bosom as 
Elizabeth^s ; she quickly, therefore, ceased 
to feel angry with Mrs. Elford, by reflect- 
ing, that what she had said concerning 
Delacour could alone be owing to anxiety 
for her wel&re ; but, notwithstanding this, 
could not help wishing to be alone, .that 
she might have an uninlemipted opportu* 
nity of revolving all that had passed in her 
recent interview with him. 

His looks, his words, hia manner, all 
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tended to confirm her in the deUghtful 
idea of being belove(]( by him^ and his im- 
mediately meaning to make an ovetture 
for her hand. That her parents would 
have my hesitation in permitting her 
union with him, she could not imagine, 
and, of coui%, saw nothing at this moment 
but happiness before her. 

At breakfast Mrs. Elford gave orders for 
the admission of Captain Delacour ; and, 
on quitting the park)ur to receive a person 
in treaty for her house, desii^ when he 
came she might be informed. 

Elizabeth, on being left to herself, took 
up a book, but her ideas wand^ped too 
much to permit her to be amused with 
reading ; and she at length laid it aside, to 
steal into the hall, for the purpose of look- 
ing at the clock. She found it on the 
stroke of twelve—" Well, Delacour "will 
soon be here now,^^ thought she, as she 
softly re-entered the parlour., 

She was mistaken, however — hour aftar 
hour passed away without seeii^ him; ^nd, 
at length, the announcement of dinner 

l5 
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made her give up all hopes of sedng 
him that day. With a feeling of molli- 
fied pride Elizabeth joined Mrs. Elford, 
loogiug, yet almost fearing to liear what 
she would say relative to his not coming, 
for that she would comment upon the cir-^ 
cumstance she made no doubt. 

During dinner, however, not a word 
was said on the subject, but this Elizabeth 
imputed to the presence of the servants; 
Mrs. Elford, however, was equally silent, 
after they withdrew; and Elizabeth, im- 
patient and vexed, was more than once ou 
the point of introducing it herself, but for 
a fear of incurring the imputation of over- 
anxiety for his visit. At length, after a 
silence of a few miilutes-— " So, after all^ 
no visitors here to-day,^^ said Mrs. Elford, 
in a laughing manner. 

" No,^^ replied Elizabeth, with an eager-r 
ness which evinced her anxiety for Mrs. 
Elford^s opinion on the subject ; " don^t 
you (hesitating a little) think ^tis rather 
strange, madam ?^^ 

4c \\r^ iiave a long evening before us,^^ 
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i^turned Mns. Elford ; " Captain Dela- 
cour, therefore, may still be here/^ 

" True," cried Elizabeth, joyfully catch- . 
ing at these words ; " I wcmder it did not 
occur to me that he might." 

Mrs. Elford made no reply, and, a new 
subject being introduced, they continued 
to chat till after tea, when sgain she made 
business the pretext for leaving Elizabeth 
to herself. 

Vexed, mortified, disappointed, for that 
Captain Delacour^s expected visit would 
not be paid this day, she was by this time 
pretty well convinced, and fof the failure 
of which, she knew, not how to account 
in any satis&ctory manner, Elizabeth no 
sooner found herself alone, than she strolled 
from the parlour into a wild kind of gar- 
den into which it opened, in order to be 
out of the way of observation, till she had 
in some degi'ee subdued her present feel- 
ingis: the reflections, however, which oc- 
cupied her Inind were not, by any means, 
calculated to enable her to conquer them. 
Lost in thought, she wandered on, till 
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startled by a tap on the shoulder, when, 
turning, she behdd Mrs. Elford. 

*' Upon my word/^ laughing, and pass-^ 
ing her arm under her% ^^ the reverie of & 
philosopher could not have been more 
profound — may I enquire the subject of 
your meditations, or at least giiess ?'^ 

Elizabeth blushed and drooped her head,, 
but too conscious that Mrs. Elford more 
than suspected the state of her heart, 

^^Come, come,'^ added Mrs. Elford, 
^ he is not worth soiother thought/^ 

'^ He P\ repeated Elizabeth with em«- 
phasis. * 

'^ Why, I hope,^^ smiling a little archly 
in.h^. fece, ' '^you ^lU not pretend to 
daiy that you were thinking of Captain 
Delacour ?*' 

« " Well, madam,^^ scarcely conscious of 
what she uttered, said Elizabeth. 

"Well, madam,'^ cried Mrs. Elford, 
mimickuig . her agitated tone : " why 
nothing more, my dear^ than that I think 
it very natural for the thoughts of a youi^ 
girl, like you, to be occupied by a h&nd- 



some young man like him, but certainly no 
longer than while he treats her with pro- 
per respect and attention, in both of which 
he has been totally deficient to you/' 

" You think so ?*' turning pale, and in 
a hesitating Tolce. 

" I do indeed, and hope you do the 
same, or you will be liable to meet again 
with rudeness from him: as he led you 
to expect a visit, he certainly, to have 
acted ec^ststently with politeness, and the 
respect, due to you, should have given 
you early intimation of his being unable 
to pay it, that on his account you might 
not remain at home-:-but I suppose, from 
the ease with which he obtained permis- 
sion to come here, he thinks he can soon 
make his peace with you." 

"Do you then think. Madam,'' said 
ESizabeth, in the greatest agitation, at 
once alarmed and shocked by this speech, 
" that I should have refused him that per- 
mission ?" 

" Why, to be sure, when I consider the 
obligations you think yoursdf under to 
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him, I cannot wonder at the readiness 
with which you granted it -^however, 
since you have asked the question, I o^-. 
didly confess, I think it would have been 
better if you had not dcme so, for men sel- 
dom value what they easily obtain. Ah, 
th^ are sad creatures indeed ; ardent only 
when they see difficulties, but cardess 
when they perceive none : but let me 
not rail against them, for a perverseness 
which seems inherent in human nature, 
which, in all and every stage of life, is, in 
a greater or less dc^ee, perceptible — ^the 
child quickly thro^^ aside the toy it has 
easily obtained — ^the prize that may readily 
be won is reckoned scarce worth contend- 
ing for-^and seldom does the bloodless 
victory gain the wreath of feme for the 
conqueror — ^tis not the glittering of the 
diamond, nor the delicacy of the pearl, 
that renders them so valuable ; tis the dif- 
ficulty and danger wi^^ which they are 
procured : — the female who would be 
prized must not unsought, be won — she 
who knows not bow to make lierself 
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scarce, will never be followed wifli ikmt 
ardour so {de^gfing to the ramty^ soflat- 
t^ing to the sensibiUty of hear sex, Thi&e 
is an innocent coquetry, in Miiich every 
woman should be an adept, tiiat of know- 
ing how to recede, so as to create anxiety, 
and appear so as to : rouse attention ; in 
short, the woman who is politic will often- 
disappoint her own wishes, for the pur- 
pose of stimulating those of others, sinre 
what we continually see we frequently 
cease to regard— ^But come (smiling, and. 
tapping the varying cheek of Elizabeth)^ 
I see you are vexed, so let us change the: 
subject; should Captain Delacour come, 
and make a proper apolc^ for his coiw 
duct, let him be forgiven ; but, except he 
does — — ^^ 

" We ^11 speak ho more of him,'^ intet- 
rupted Elizabeth with warmth ; '^ for to^ 
converse about a person merely to cen-. 
sure them^ cannot, jn my opinion^ afford 
any gratification/^ 

Mrs. Elford assented to the justness of 
this remark by a smile, and immediately 
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after proposed their quitting the garden 
for the sea-edde: to this proposal Eliza-/ 
beth making no objection, tiiey were pro* 
ceeding thither, when a servant appeared, 
to say a person had called, who wanted to 
see his mistress for a fiew minutes. 

'^ Well, Ifan need not, howerer, prevent 
your pursuing your walk,^^ cried she, ad- 
dressing her companion, as she withdlPew 
her arm from her; ^^for I shall hasten 
after you, and it would be a pity, after 
confining yourself the wliole of the morn- 
ing, if you did not avail yourself of so fine 
aii evening to take one/* 

In a frame of mind that rendered con- 
versation at the moment painful to her, 
Elizabeth gladly consented to do as Mrs. 
Elford wished. On being left to herself; 
she sauntered on, vainly trying to find an 
excuse in her own mind for the conduct 
of Captain Delacour ; for, though some- 
thing might have occurred to preveiit his 
paying his expected visit, she could not 
conceive that any thing could have oc- 
curred to pi^vent his sending to apologize 
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for the failure of it. That his not comiiig, 
however, was owing to any sligfatii^ 
opinion he had conceived of her, she 
could not bring herself to inmgine, since, 
solicited as she had been to receive his 
visit, she saw not how she could have re-v 
fused him : but the pleasure of self-acquital 
could not immediatdy overcome the pang» 
of offended pride and wounded sensibility 
—•the feelings excited by his bdmviour 
were aggravated by the mortifying con- 
jectures to which she saw it had given 
rise in the mind of Mrs. Elford. 

Absorbed in thought, she heeded not 
the length of time which had elapsed since 
her quitting home, nor the gloom that was 
beginnings to involve surrounding oli^ects, 
till startled by approaching. stq)s, when, 
raising her head, she beheld two men of 
mean appearance following her steps be- 
neath the shadow of the clifis ; concluding, 
however, that th^ were natives of the 
place, proceeding homeward after the la- 
bours of the day, the circumstance excited 
no alarm, till, on. her turning to retrace 
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her M^y to Mrs. Elford^s, she saw them 
also turn ; fear instantly lent her wings, 
but, notwitbstemding her speed, she was 
quickly overtaken by them, and, spite of 
her shrieks and struggles, borne with ra- 
pidity from the beach. Her senses for- 
sook her at the moment, and, on r^ain- 
ing Ifaem, she found herself seated on 
horBdt>ack before one of the ruffians t- for 
a few minutes she felt wild and confused, 
as if awaking from a frightful dream; 
then coming entirely to herself, she looked 
around to see where she was, and found 
herself in a narrow dingle, hemmed in by 
rocks of immense height, and, as well as 
the ghastly light diffiised around by the 
^^wan^ pale moon already risen in the 
east^^ would permit her to discern, savage 
aspect. 

" Whither are you taking me ?" a;t length 
burst from her. ^' O tell me what is the 
meaning of this outrage ?'^ 

" All in good time you'll know,'' was 
the reply. 

^^ Now, now, I implore^ jbu," cried 
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Elizabeth —" but perhaps/* with a sud- 
den change of voice, ^'you've mistaken 
me for some other person. Yes, yes, it 
must be so,** she added, with a kind of 
joyful quickness. 

'^ Are you sure it is ?** said the rujffiani 

"Tell me my name then/* returned 
Elizabeth, " and that will put the matter 
out of doubt/* 

" I fancy I shan't be far from the mark, 
if I say *tis Munro.** 

The shock Elizabeth felt at finding «he 
was wrong in her conjecture, for a few 
minutes deprived her of the power of utter* 
ance ; on r^aining it, she exerted idl her 
eloquence, to try and prevail on the ruffian 
to release her. 

Her supplications,, however, might as 
well have been addressed to an ear of 
marble, brutal laughter being all they ex* 
cited. ' 

StilU however, EUzabeth continued to 
weep, and to implore ; at all events, if he 
would not release her, to let her know by 



1236 THE DISCARDED SON. 

whom he had been amployed to carry her 
off? 

" Did yon ever hear of a person of the 
name of Delacour ?'^ at last asked he. 

** Delacom* !'* faintly repeated Eliza- 
beth. ^ Captain Ddacour, do you mean ? 
Gracious Heaven, is it possible !— -can he 
be concerned in such a business as this ?'' 

" Both true and possible/^ replied the 
ruffian; ^^so, now that I have satisfied 
your curiosity, I hope you ^11 be quiet.^* 

The anguish of Elizabetli, at finding 
Delacour a villain, was unspeakable; all 
the bright, the flattering hopes which she 
had for some time been indulging in, in- 
stantly vanished, leaving her mind a prey 
to the pangs of disappointment and regret. 
As sooii as she had a little recovered the 

w 

shock occasioned by the discovery of his 
baseness, she again assailed the ruffian 
with tears and entreaties, but to as little 
purpose as she had bdTore done ; and, at 
last, in absolute despair of succeeding 
with him, ceased her importunities. 
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After proceedings some way in silence, 
she fancied she heard horses, adysaicing up 
the dii^le ; she listened attentively, and 
;soon found her ear had not deceived her; 
T)ut the shriek which hovered on her lips 
she suppressed, lest, after all, the persons 
approaching might not be inclined to afford 
her the assistance she required: when, 
however, a few minutes after, die beheld a 
gentleman and his servant within a few 
jards of her, she could ho longer com- 
mand herself; a scu^e inunediately ensued, 
which ended in the complete discomfiture 
^nd flight of the villain . In a few minutes 
, the feculties which hope, as well as appre- 
hension, had contributed to suspend}, being 
T^ored, Elizabeth was about thanking her 
deliverer, whai his voice struck her as one 
«he was well acquainted with. Instantly 
starting from the jutting point of rock on 
which she had been seated, she caught his 
Narm, and, scarcely conscious of what she 
was about, drag^ him from beneath the 
shadow of the impending cHff, to an ope^i 
spot, sufficiently ligfit to allow her to dis- 
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tinguish his features, and beheld, as she 
expected, Mr. Eaton. 

" Oh, now, now,^' she exclaimed, almost 
widi a shriek of transport, and joyfully 
clasping her h^nds together, *^ now, now, 
I am sure I am safe !'^ 

** Safe !** he repeated in the most exult- 
ing accents, and eagerly seizing her hand ; 
^ yes, my life, my soul, my Elizabeth ! I 
saw,^' added he, "that you did not imme- 
diately recollect me, and I feared disco- 
Tering mysdf abruptry, lest joy at finding 
a friend at such a crisis should overcome 
you ; but you still tremble and appear 
terrified/' 

" Terrified !" repeated Elizabeth—then, 
suddenly checkii^ herself, unWilhng on 
many accounts to betray her knowledge of 
the person who had carried her off, and 
anxious, besides, not to increase the dis- 
tress which, by this tiflie, she was con- 
vinced Mrs. Elford must be in on her 
account, by delaying her return home, she 
entreated Mr. Eaton to add to tlie obliga- 
tions he had already conferred on her, by 
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io^nedia^y «ei„g her *e«; .nd ™ 
proceeding to point out the way, when he 
interrupted her, to say he was not only 
well acquainted with her present abode, 
but the lady she was with. 

Leaning on his arm, and fdlowed by his 
servant leading the horses, they proceeded, 
without further delay, to the habitation of 
Mrs. Elford. At the entrance Ihey were 
met by Mrs. Elford herself, and her ser- 
yants, all apparently in a state of the 
greatest consternation — ^but a consternation 
which seemed to give place to joy on 
beholding Eliziabeth. Th^ instant she 
appeared, they eagerly pressed round ha*, 
Mrs. Elford aiquiring where she had been 
so long, and adding, that her terrdr, at not 
finding her on the beach, whither she had 
followed her, surpassed description. 

In faltering accents Elizabeth assuFsd 
her she was not to blame for die alarm dst 
had experienced on her account. And 
then, in hopes of preyc|iting fUrther in- 
quiries, at lea^t, . for the present, on the 
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subject, directed her attentiori to Mr. 
Eaton, who, standing rather in the shade, 
^Bod at some difiAance from Elizabeth, ap- 
peared not to have been seen by her — no 
sooner, however. Was he noticed^ than he 
was addressed as an old and fitvourite 
friend, and invited in the wannest manner 
into the house — ap invitation he accepted 
with evident pleasure. 

But, on entering the parlour, she again 
bc^an to question Elizabeth, relative to the 
cause of her long absence, and the agitation 
«he appeared under. 

Elizabeth was compelled, by this agita^ 
ticm, to refer her to Eaton for the gratifica- 
tion of her curiosity. He told her as much 
as he seemed to know of the afiair, not 
without expressing a wish to be further 
enlightened on the subject himself; and in 
the course of his relation, mentioning his 
{previous knowledge of Elizabeth and her 
mother, and hinting his present journey to 
the Highlands owing to the former. 

On his ceasing to speak — ^^ Can you 
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form any conjecture, my dear girl/' cried 
Mrs. Elford, addressing Elizabeth, " as to 
the perpetrator of this outrage ?" 

Elizabeth, determined, if possible, for 
reasons she deemed sufficiently cc^nt, not 
to reveal the baseness of Delacour, averted 
her looks from Mrs. Elford at this ques- 
tion; and, on its being repeated — '^my 
dear Madam,^^ she evasively replied, " let 
us say no more on the subject^ I implore 
you/^ 

Mrs. Elford regarded h^ for afew mi- 
nutes in silence, thai in a low voice-^^' I 
ivill oblige you, my dear/' «he «aid ; " fur- 
ther questions, indeed, I deem unnecessary, 
so thoroughly am I convinced, by your 
manner, that I am not mistakai in the sus- 
picions I have formed ; but much as I think 
Captain Delacour deservii^ of punishment, 
I shall not, in conformity to your wishes, 
expose him to it" 

Elizabeth, by a look, testified her grnti* 
tude for this complusance, not, however, 
widiout a dread of the silence she wished 
observed on the subject being imputed to 
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sentiments for Delacour, such as he had 
'proved himself litta^ly undeserving of; but, 
; should this be the case, sbe tried to hope, 
*and thus in some d^^ree lessened the pain 
the apiMjdiaision gave her, that her sub- 
:sequent conduct would convince Mrs. 
Elford, that, in still supposing she enter- 
tained any of the kind for him, she wronged 
her. 

Refreshments were brotigbt in, of which 
Mr. Eaton partook, but Elizabeth was 
too^^tated to follow his example; and, 
shortly after, undar the plea of indis- 
position, entreated permission to retire, 
apprehensive, if she continued much longer 
in his company, of his introducing a sub- 
ject that was still as revolting as ever to her 

" If Mr. Eaton can consent to your leav- 
ing tis so soon, my dear,*^ cried Mrs. Elford, 
with a look which convinced Elizal^h she 
' ha)d surmised the nature of his sentiments 
for her, and deemed tfaem deserving of 
encouragement, '^ I can make no objec- 
tion/* 
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^ I hope 'tis unnecessary to say/' re- 
joined he, " that I cannot think of losing 
Miss Munro's company without the great- 
est reluctance, but neither can I think of 
gratifying myself at her expence ; for my 
ready acquiescence, however, to her wishes, 
(rising from his c^iair and gently taking her 
hand, and pressing it between his), I tiiist 
I lAall be rewarded, by being allowed to 
pay my devoire to her at an early hour 
to-morrow/' ^ 

" Assuredly,*^* returned Mrs* Elford, sui^ 
swering for her ; ** I shall hope to see you 
at breakfast, by which' time I hope Miss. 
Munro will be sufficiently recovered to 
give you the reception you merit/' 

"Ah, rather say, Madam, inclined to 
give me the one I wish for !'* 

Still more confused and agitated by 
lihese words, Elizabeth forced away her 
hand, and slightly bowing, retreated to 
her chamber: its solitude, however, re- 
stored her^ to nothing like tranquillity ; 
(she could not reflect on the conduct of De» 
lacour without agony, nor on the evident 
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determination of Eaton to renew his ad- 
dresses without dismay, since unable, at 
present, to ascertain whether or not this 
determination was sanctioned by her pa- 
rents — ^if not, she trusted the reserve she 
resolved on assuming towards him would 
presently induce him to relinquish it. 
Tired Nature's sweet restorer, balmy sleep, 
remained a stranger to her eyelids during 
the night ; but, though the perturbation of 
her mind niade her quit her bed at an 
early hour, she did not leave her chamber 
till summoned to breakfast, so unwilling 
was she to hold any further converse with 
Mr. Eaton. 

She found him, as she had feared, in 
the parlour; he met her at the entrance 
with an air of transport, and, taking her 
evidentiy reluctant hand, led her to a seat. 

For a few minutes, however, no very 
particular conversation took place ; at 
length, after a short pause, he suddenly 
turned towards her, and, with a look of 
tender reproach, said, he could not help 
stcknowledging he was hurt, yes, to. the 
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very soul, at the indifference manifested 
by her, in ndt having once enquired 
where or how he had been since his leav- 
ing Heathwood. 

Elizabeth blushed, and b^an stirring 
her tea, in .oiider to have a pretext for 
avoiding his eyes, since, though she did 
not by any mesuis choose himr to suppose 
she ever noieant to favour his addresses, 
neither did she like him to imagine her 
rude or ungrateful. At last, but hesita- 
tingly — ^' I donH like to be inquisitive,'* 
said she. 

" Inquisitive t Ah, ElrsGabeth,**^ in ac- 
cents of mingled reproach and tendemesis, 
" in some situations, not to be inquisitive' 
is to wound and offend, £rom the indiffe- 
repce it betrays. But I will not torture 
myself by imputing to indifference the 
carelessness you ^mitnifest about me — ^no, 
to pique will I ascribe it, a pique which, 
ail thii]^ considered, I cannot wonder at. 
I did not, however, leave Heathwood, as 
you were led to suppose, without assigning 



346 THE DISCARDED SON* 

a sufficient reason for not calling- on- 
you previous to my departure, as I am 
satisfied you woidd havei allowed, had the 
explanatory letter I wrote you on the sub- 
ject reached your hands; but, instead of 
that being the case, the stupid blockhead 
to whose care it was committed, mislaid it, 
aud thus caused me to incur what nmie 
ever less merited (as I have {nroved to your 
* parents), resentmait and sui^icion.^^ 

Elizabeth started at these words, and 
lifted her hitherto downcast eyes to his. 

" Yes," pursued he, " I have been to 
Heathwood again, and have not only seen 
your lather and mother, but so thoroughly 
justified myself in their opinion, as to ob- 
tain their perqiission to follow you. hither. 
Whai we met last night (so fortunately I 
flatter mysdf for both), I was hastening to 
throw myself at your feet, but forbore ex^ 
plainii^ this then to you ii^ consequence 
of the agitation you were in. See," draw- 
ing out a pocket-book, imd taking a letter 
from it, '' my authority for coming here-^ 
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did you ever/' holding up the letter to 
her with a gay or rather playful air, "see 
• any hand this ren^ind^ you of ?" 
. Elizabeth, wfth increasing agitation, 
cast her eyes on the superscription — 
" Yes,'' she replied, " 'tis like my fe* 
ther's." 

" You are not mistaken ; 'tis written by 
him and addressed to you," kissing^and 
presenting it to her as he spcdce. 

Elizabeth, tremblings from her anticipa* 
tion of its contents, broke the seal, and. 
read as follows : 

To Miss Munro. 

" I DEsiuBo you, my dearest girl, 
to consider yourself released from yo«ff 
ei^;agement to Mr. Eaton, but I did* so 
merely because I thought he did not iperit 
your keeping it ; the cireiunstances which 
led me to think so have been explained so 
entirely to my satisfaction, that my opimon 
of him is totally changed, and, of course, 
my wishes fof your union - with him 
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renewed: in honour you are bound to him, 
and equally so^ J hope, by inclination ; for 
I know no man to whom I more sincerely 
desire to fiee you married ; not, however, 
let me assure you, because I know his for- 
tune to be lai^, and his connexions illus- 
trious, but chiefly because I know his 
heart to be good and his disposition arnia^ 
ble-^-of the noblaiess of it, his proposing 
for you gives undeniable proof, this not 
being the age in which disinterested love 
holds sway* 

^^ I cannot, my dear child, do justice to 
your mother^s feelings, and mine, at the 
contanplation of your smiling prospects ; 
and equally so, I am convinced, should I 
find myself unable to paint our anguish, 
were these prospects not i^Iized, per. 
suaded, as we are, that there is but little 
probability of so advantageous an oppor- 
tuaity of setding in lif^ again occurring a» 
Mr. Eaton libw afibrds you, and besides, 
of the derogatory light in which revising 
him would make you appear, since, as- 
suredly, dther to some unworthy attach^ 
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ment or unjustifiable caprice your doing 
so would be imputed : -my wishes are, and 
hithertD they have been considered as com- 
mands by my dear girl, that yoii should 
not only inunediately permit the renewal 
of his addresses, but give him your hand 
without delays Urgent business, he in- 
forms me, requiring his speedy presence 
in London. 

"As I think the knowledge of your 
being the wife of so respectable a man 
might occasion a pleasing revolution at 
'Glengary, I <;ould wish your nuptials ce- 
lebrated where you now are, although; 
their being so would prevent your mother- 
and me from having the pleasure of wit- 
nessing thenij since we could; not think of. 
visiting a .house so immediately in the vi- 
cinity of one we have, at present; so many 
powerful reasons for disliking to be near. 
Emboldened, by the goodness and friend- 
liness of Mrs. Elford,. I have written to 
her on the subject, and should she have 
•no objection, to the ceremony taking place 
at her house, I trust you will make none, 
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espeeialty as tbe-day d£b&t Mr. Eaton hm 
promised to letiiDi with you to Hea^- 
wood, wbea k will be decided. wheA^ 
yon sliatt now accompany him to LondoA^ 
or defer yotiTTittt to that f«^oil of kixury 
mid pleasure till the winter r— I kncm 
ydfu^lL \]fi hapfyyr to hear, that, whaaevar 
yon go; yonr mother aild 1 aie 4a bear 
you company. 

*' Mr. Eaton is impatient to be gone— 1 
have therefore only time to add, that your 
moiher unites with me in fervent wishes 
$w your happiness in the new state yon 
are, we trust, about enteriug^ into — but 
'tfiat you win fieul of experieneiug this widi 

aUch a mim as Mr. Eaton, cannot be 

lb 

doubted eithesr by her or your 

'^Robert Munro/* 

Heathwood. 



Elizabeth kept her ejfea fixed on this 
Idtar long, after she had perused it, cod* 
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vinced^ the mom^t she* itiifiied them, At 
should be called upon to ratify hopes re* ^ 
voltiQg to her fdeliBg8< — hopes, however, 
which, notwitbstamdifig tUs, a Uttfe deli- 
beration made her tesioi^t eiD 0ot disap- 
pointing.; for she saw plainly that the 
heart of her &ther was set upon her unkm 
wilh Mr* lEaHbon ; and, as he had hitherto 
guided, so still she resolved he should 
guide h&^ since his judgment dhe believed 
Unerring, and his advice she of course w6m ^ 
aware the result of the most anxious soli- 
citude fd^ h» welfcre. 

She strove to argue herself into a behef 
^that her compUailQe vtith his wishes in die 
present instance would soon cease to oc- 
casion her pain, that the uaworthiness . of ; 
the object who had first caused an waiter- . % 

ation in her sentiments for Mr. .Eaton 
would soon permit her to think of him 
again as she had originally done; in a 
word, that she could not see him studying 
to contribute to her happiness, and that of 
her fiunily < without experiencing for him . 



\ 



t 



252 THE DISCARDED SON. 

feelings calculated to reconcile her to tli^ 
destiny that made her his. 

Spite of these arguments, howevar, she 
felt most reluctant to unite her fate with 
his, insomuch, that, but for the dread she 
enteitained of her refusing him h&ng im- 
puted to an attachment she now blushed 
to think of, she would in all probalMlity 
have decidedly done so. 

Impatient at her silence, as well as evi- 
dently alarmed by it, Eaton, at length, in 
agitated tones enquired whether or not 
her father had proved a successful pleader 
for him? 

Elizabeth, as she folded up 4ie letter, 
attempted to say yes; but this, her first 
effort to speak contrary to her feelings, 
proved abortive— what she tried to say 
was inarticulate. 

" Elizabeth,^* exclaimed her impassion- 
ed lover, with a flushing cheek and 
kindling eye, "you alarm me by your 
manner ! Have I in vain endeavoured 
to obtain for myself an inta-est in your 
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heart ? does your fiifther advocate my cause 
in vain ?** 

" No, no/' feintly repHed the agitated 
Elizabeth, half shunning, haHf mieeting the 
glance of his keenly*enquiring eye. 

"Then you are mine ! — ^you are mine !*' 
in the most exulting accents. " You 
consent to bless^ me widi this treasured' 
snatching her cold trembling hand, and 
attemately pressing it to his lips and 
heart. 

Elizabeth bowed. 

"Oh, transport!'^ he continued, and, 
throwing his arms round her, he strained 
her to bis breast, and with his lips would 
have touched her cheek, but that Eliza- 
beth, trembling and disgusted,^ shrunti: 
from his grasp. 

" Cruel !** cried he, as she disengaged 
herself from his arms, with a countenance 
expressive of her feelings at the moment. 
She was, indeed, highly offended by the 
violence of his transports ; since, in the first 
place, she conceived them unbecoming 



y 



9A4 THE DISGAROBD UOH. 

his ycars^ rad^ in the next ioidcfCMras 
before a third person. In a few mi- 
nutes, however, ahe recolleded herself 
sofficiestly to *be able to reflect on tbe 
necessity thei« mi» for wearing a com- 
placent air towards him in future, lest, 
otherwise, she lAouM lead him. to isMgine, 
in eonsatting to beeome his, she acted 
c^entnory to ber indKndtion, and Ibus, per- 
haps, hy the feundation of much fotnre 
misery to herself and connexions ; riie 
tried, therefore, to force a smile, and pre- 
vent harsel( frpm shrinking at his touch ; 
but paii^Lwas the ^ort it cost her to do 
this — her, whose countenance, till the pre- 
sent momeoit, had never b^a illumined by 
a smile that did not imnaiediatdy emanate 
from her heart. 

"Wdl, my sweet girl,'' said Mrs. 
Elford, in the kindest accent imiiginable, 
^^ permit me now to congratulate you on 
your happy prospects, and to entreat that 
you will acquiesce in your fiithier's wishes, 
fw having your mi^ids solemnized here 



I 

—he has, 1 prawane, mentioned to jKouihin 
letter to me on this subject ?'^ 

Agsin Elizabeth bowed-*^he oonld not 
reply in my otfaor way at the moment; 

*^ He has also, I make no doubf/^ said 
Eaton, in an impatient tone, ^'explained 
the necessity tb«« is for our marrn^ ini* 
mediately taking place P^ 

" Yes,*^ faltered ont Elizabeth. 

" Then this evening, my love, my an- 
gel,'' looking with mingled earnestness 
and anxiety at her. n 

She started. 

" Well, well, to-morrow then let it be,'' 
he added, in consequence of perceiving 
the horror the proposition gave her.— 

** You see, my adorable girl,'^ again 
taking her nearly inanimate hand, and 
pressing his lips to it, ^* you have not a 
very bad chance of happiness with a man 
who can so readily yield his wishes to 
yours." 

Elizabeth hesitated for a few n^inutes; 
she thought of trying to prevail on him 
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to postpone their marriage till his i^etum 
from London ; but the suspicion of her 
indifference, which it sudd^y occurred 
to her such a measure might, nay proba«- 
bly would, be the means of exciting in 
his mind, induced her to relinquish the 
idea, and thoi^ most reluctantly, consent 
to be his on the morrow. 



(257) 



CHAP. VI. 

** Some say, no eril thing that walks by night. 
In f(^| or fire, by lake, or moorish fen, 
Blue meagre hag, or stnbbom unlaid gboet. 
That breaks hu magic chains at curfew time,. 
No goblin, or swart fairy of the mine^ ^ 

Hath hurtfol power o*er true Tirginity. 
Do you beliere me yet ? or shall I call 

' Antiquity, from the old schools of Cireece^ 

To testify the arms of chastity ?** 

MlLTOll^ 

*' But, but,^ added Elizabeth, in the same 
fettering voice in which she had expressed 
her acquiescence to his wishes, "I— -1 
should like to have——** 

^* What, my angel ?'* iinding.she paused, 
eagerly demanded the enamoured Eaiton, 
as he hung over her. " Speak your wishes 
freely; for if wealth can enable you to 
gratify them, they shall be gratified/* 
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^' To have an effort made to overrule 
my lather and mother's ohjections to being 
present at the cereihony/' languidly re- 
turned Elizabeth. 

"Then I will go myself directly to 
Heathwood, and see what I can do to 
prevail on them to come hither.'' 

Elizabeth bowed her thanks ; and pas- 
rionately kissing her fair hand, Eaton 
withdrew, to set out as be said on his 
journey to Heathwood. 

Disturbed) distressed, in an agony of 
mind, in short, to which no language could 
do justice, Elizabeth would have retired 
to her chamber the uKmient be wa9 gone, 
but that she apprehended she should o£fend 
Mrs. Elford by doing so. Of the absence 
of Eaton thiat lady took advantage, to ex* 
patiate on his pleasing manners, the many 
amiable qualities he appeared possessed of, 
and the consequent happiness Elizabeth 
must experience with a man so every way 
worthy of her, and possessed besides of a 
fortune adequate to commanding every 
tnjoyment, every luxury this life could 



M 



THE DISCARDED SdN. 1259 
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afford; HI short, she said whate?ar i^he 
deemed Ukely to dis^l the ckmd which, 
it did not require ter penetration to per* 
ceive, hung upon the beauteous brow of 
Elizabeth, plainly evincing her heart took 
no pleasure in the proqiect before her, all 
dazzling and glittering as it was. 

Never, indeed, had she known what real 
wretchedness was till the present moment, 
when she feund herself on the point of 
being united to a man for whom she no^ 
loiiger felt a sentiment of regai^. So 
agonizing was (he idea of this union to 
her, that, more than once, she was tempted 
to decide on retracting her consent to it, 
but was still prevented, by the considera- 
tion of the disappointment such a measure 
would be productive of to her fitther, and 
the derogatory light in which it must make 
her character appear : but her . thoughts 
were not entirely occupied by haself— 
what Delacour felt at the &ilure of his 
sch^ne relative to her, engrossed them not 
a little, 

^bQut sunset Mr«^ ]E)aton returned, but 
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uimccompahied by her parents. TKejr 
ooold not prevail upon themselves he said, 
to come into the neigfabotniiood of Glen-^ 
gary — " I trust, however," he added, " you 
will not suffer yourself to be much vexed- 
by their refusal, particularly when yoir 
reflect, than in a day or two you'll joint 
them again at Heath wood/' 

Elizabeth, however, could not help bit-^ 
terly r^^tting iheir refusal to come, as she 
fencied she should have derived both sup- 
port and consolation finom their presence. 

Like the mail, it being our intention to 
proceed as expeditiously as possible, well 
knowing that tedious books, like tedious 
journeys, are fatiguing in the extreme, we- 
shall never follow any of our characters^ 
into the closet, for the purpose of detailing 
their soliloquies, apostrophes, or private 
cogitations, except when we see^ an abso- 
lute necessity for doing so, in order to 
elucidate some particular circumstance; 
we shall now, therefore, in pursuance of 
the above determination, content ourselves 
with merely saying, that Elizabeth, on 
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the morning destined to give heY to Mr. 
Eaton, appeared with a countenance melan- 
choly but cahn, an eye downcast, but un- 
moistened by a tear. 

Mrs. Elford had made it a point that the 
ceremony should be performed in a conse- 
crated place ; accordingly, an old ruined 
chapeli a few furlongs from the house, and 
sunk in a deep hollow, amidst rude rocky 
mountains, was the one fixed on for the 
purpose. 

The momait break&st was oyer, the im- 
patient lover arose, for the purpose of con- 
ducting his bride thither. She involun- 
tarily recoiled as he approached to take 
her hand, but, almost instantly recollect- 
ing herself, suffered him to do so, without 
any further manifestation of reluctance. 
They were attended by Mrs. Elford, the 
clergyman, and another gentteman to act 
the part of nuptial Mtner. 

The wild and mournful solitude oi the 
chapel, the desolation every where con- 
spicuous in it, aggravated the feelings, and 
rendered still more chilling the sensatiom 
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with which Elizabeth entered it : the roof 
in many places had iallen in, and the con* 
sequent damps had nourished all around 
that kind of v^etation which announces 
ruin and desertion — ^the wild vine gadded 
over the tombs, grass grew thick in the 
interstices of the flags, and here and there 
the ivy, creeping through the broken 
beams, twined itself d,bout the mouldering 
pillars ; the windows, half demolished, half 
filled up with stones and rubbish, permit- 
ted but a partial light to gain admittance, 
a sickly gleam of sunshine, which, like the 
smile of despair, served rather to chill than 
cheer. 

The eyes of Elizabeth involuntarily wan- 
dered about, and almost as involuntarily 
she paused, for the purpose of contem- 
plating more attentively some of the melan- 
choly objects upon which they fell. 

The impatj[^nt Eaton did not allow her 
long to continue thus employed — "My 
love/^ cried he, a little impetuously, as well 
as a little reproachfully, " you seem to have 
forgotten the purpose for which we canie 
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hither/^ attempting as he spoke to draw 
her on to the altar, or rather place on 
which the altar had stood, for ther^ Tt'as 
now no remains of one ; but where there 
had been, there was an elevation of a few 
steps. 

The feeUngs of Elizabeth at this moment 
became incontroUable — she felt as if she 
was about signing a bond which would 
tear her from all she held dear on earth — 
in the agony of her soul, she unconsciously 
wrested her hand from Eaton,and sunk, 
trembling and aghast, against the shoulder 
of Mre. Elford. 

" She's fainting ! ^^ cried he, in accents of 
alarm — " what shall we do ?*' 

Mrs. Elford produced a bottle of eau-de- 
luce. Eaton attempted to apply it himself 
to Elizabeth, but she took it into her own 
hand; and, after bending her pale &ce 
over it for a few minutes-^^^ I am better,*^ 
said she, but sighing, as if Ihere was an 
intolerable weight upon her heart. 

"Yes, yes, so you are, my angel, and 
you'll be still better by-and-bye — ^the damp 
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and desolatioD of this place has affected 
your spirits, so we'll get through our busi- 
ness in it as fast as possible, and be off.'' 

Again he took her hand ; and motioning 
to the cleigjmaan, the ceremony was about 
commencing, when the gratiug of a small 
door, leading, by means of a long passage, 
to the cemetery belonging to the chapel, 
drew the attention of all towards it ; no one, 
however, appeared ; and, concluding it was 
the wind that moved it, the clei^yman 
was on the point of proceeding, when again 
the door grated with more violence than it 
had before done on its rusty hinges, and the 
next instant a man, enveloped in a dark 
grey coat, with a large hat flapped over his 
&oe, so as to prevent any part of it from 
being seen, made his appearance ; and widi 
a slow pace, but an air of firmness, stalked 
forward till he came exactly opposite Mr. 
Eaton, when he made a full stop. 

" Very strange all this !" cried the latter 
in viable emotion; and, after r^arding 
the unexpected intruder for a minute in 
silence, and with deep attention^ ^ the na- 
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taral niby of his cheek too somewhat 
faded' — " Say, Sir/' in a tone of fierceness, 
^^what is the meaning of this conduct ? — 
Speak ! — Who are you ?'* 

" Behold !'' replied the other, in a voice 
of thunder, and taking iM his hat — 
" Behold !" and, drawing nearer to him", 
he fastened on him eyes gleaming with 
scorn, indignation, and fury. 

"Ha!— ^you here!'' exclaimed Eaton, 
recoiling at the same time as if he had 
seen a serpent — " Perdition ! what brought 
you hither?" 

" Away, vile wretch ! '' returned the other, 
indignantly waving his hand — " Away ! — 
the spear of Itburiel is advancing against 
diee — ^thy native deformity can no longer 
remain concealed. Away ! thy lingering 
here avails thee not ; thy intended victim 
is completely rescued firom thee/' 
.. Eaton, though evidently overwhelmed 
with confusion, attempted to say some- 
thing; inl^tead, however, of listening to 
him, the stranger turned towards the door 
by which he had himself entered, as if 

VOL. I. If 
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for the purpose of calling for assistance* 
Upon this, Eaton, with a horrible impre- 
cation, precipitately quitted the citftpel, 
followed by Mrs. Elford and his two odier 
fnends. 

The astonishment of E3iizabetfa during 
this scene may easier be conceived than 
described— ^it was such as r^idared her 
motionless. 

*^ Sweet girl/' cried the stranger^ his 
angry ^ice and countoi^oe changing 
into mildness tjbie moment he found they 
were alone; "sweet girl," dmwing near 
her, and, with an air at ^nce tender and 
respectful, taking her hand, "you look 
not only surprised, but^ dismayed — ^but be 
not alarmed, you are no longer in danger^ 
Yc^,'' observing the wild look she gave 
him at these words, ^4 repeat, in danger ; 
for, but a minute ago, you stood on the 
va7 brink of a precipice* But I will not 
torture your feelings by affecting mystery ; 
to be explicit then, know, that the man, ^ 
rather, fiend, for that title best become^, 
him, since there is nothing he has not done 
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to degrade the character md native dig- 
nity of man, he, I say, to whom you were 
on the point of giving your hand, is 
abeady the husband ^f another— of one 
too of the most amiable as well as injured 
of women^-^ fether also, and of a daugh- 
ter as lovely and innocent as yourself/' 

Elizabeth clafi^>ed her hands, and looked 
up — " Accept, oh gracious Heaven,'' she 
exclaimed, ^^ accept my tiianks, my adora- 
tion, for thy interpoffltion in my favour !" 

*^Yet tins monster's name is coupled 
with {Hraise," resumed the stranger, '^ nay, * 
by your parents — ^they regard him as "the 
best of men — ^they put their &te into his 
hands. But you will cease to wonder at 
this, when I tell you that he is " 

" Who ?" demanded Elizabeth, panting, 
and unconsciously grasping his arm. 

« Loid O'Sinister." 

In manifest horror Elizabeth recoiled a 
few paces from him, feintly repeating the 
name he had uttered. 

Had the earth gaped beneath her feet- 
had the foundations of the world been 
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shaken — had the clouds darted forth firfr— • 
had, in short, all that this great globe con-^ 
tains seemed ready to perish and dissolre 
at the moment,, she could scarcely have 
appeared more shocked than she did, at 
hearing that the intended betrayer of her 
honour was the patron ,of her femily. 
The tears, which her chilled heart would 
not before let her shed, now gushed in 
torrents from her. 

'•• Ah then, they are ruined ! my family 
are ruined !" she exclaimed, wringing her 
hands, her'' father^s pecuniary obligations 
to* the wretch recurring to her recollection. 

" No, no,^^ interrupted the stranger ; " I 
am perfectly aware of your reason for 
thinking so, but I not only hope, but am 
inclined to believe, that Lord O'Sinister 
will let matters remain as they are.'' * 

*| And by what name,'' asked Elizabeth, 
"am I to mention you in my orisons— 
you who certainly have been Heaven's in- 
strument to save me from destruction ?" 

" My name is Beerscroft : I am the bro- 
ther of Lady O'Sinister. Her knowledge 
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of her lord^s disposition — a^ knowledge 
^hicb, long ago, would have occasioned 
her to separate herself from him, but ou 
account (^ her daughter, whom she knew 
she must then give up, induces her to 
keep a vigilant eye upon him ; not, how- 
ever, out of atoy mean jealousy, but prin- 
cipally for the purpose of obtaining op- 
portunities of frustrating his vUlainous 
schemes. By means too tedious to relate 
now, and brides unnecessary for you to 
hear, she received intimation of his de- 
signs on you. The moment she did, she 
flew to me, as indeed in every emergency 
she has been wont to do, to entreat me to- 
lose no time in hastening to interpose 
between you and destruction: I needed 
not the repetition of this entreaty to in- 
duce compliance with it, exclusive of the 
interest which every man of feeling must 
lake in the fate of youth and innocence. I 
was rendered anxious about yours, by the 
estimation, in which I hold the character 
of youfr father, with the chief events of 
whose life I am acquainted, and, of conse- 
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quence, the injustice with which he has 
been treated. I directly repaired from 
London to Heathwood, where, closely dis- 
guised, I hovared about my unworthy 
relative, and marked the dteps he took 
respecting you. Instead, however, of 
openly apprising you of these, I had 
recourse to an anonymous letter for the 
purpose, wishing as much as possible, on 
account of my sister and niece, to screen 
him from public disgrace, but, at llie 
same time, determined, if 1 found this 
had not the desired effect, to. enter into a 
fiiU explanation respecting him. Ere I 
had time, however, to ascertain whether it 
would or not, the unexpected return of 
your father drove him away; but still, 
aware of the schemes he was capable of 
forming, I continued to keep a watchful 
eye upon him, and, at length, but not till 
after she had got you into her power, suc- 
ceeded in discovering that he had employed 
a woman of the vilest description, to in- 
veigle you from the protection of your 
parents, I would instantly have wrested 
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you from her, but that I thought his shame 
and disappointment would be heightened, 
by my not doing so till the last moment. 
After the open exposure of his baseness to 
you, I cannot think he will have the effiron- 
tery to annoy you again in any direct 
manner; and, as to any secret machina- 
tions, you will, doubtless, be upon your 
guard.*^ 

"Words. are inadequate to express the 
obligations I owe you, for the interest you 
have taken in my fate,^^ returned Eliza* 
beth. 

"Had I taken a less animated one, I 
^ould have had little pretensions either to 
honour or humanity/^ 

*'What will you say to me,'^ rejoined 
Elizabeth, "if I ask you to add to these, 
by conveying me to my parents ?*^ 

"That I should conceive myself com* 
plimented by your request, but that, 
at present, you must not think of re- 
turning to them ; as you could not do so 
immediately and in company with me, 
without exciting enquiries that could not 
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be evaded, and which would, in all prcM 
liability, lead to the most unpleasant, it 
might be fiital, consequences, as your 
father is not a man to be injured or in- 
sulted with impunity.^^ 

" What is to be done then ?" demanded 
Elizabeth, not a little agitated. ^ 

" Don^t be uneasy ; I have procured you 
a safe and pleasaqt asylum with a lady in 
the neighbourhood, who was formerly well 
acquainted with your father, and has never 
ceased to esteem him; and is besides on the 
most intimate terms with Lady O'Sinist^. 
I confided to her the whole of Lord O^Si- 
nister's conduct respecting you, and pre- 
pared her to receive you. A carriage is 
now waiting at an inn, a little way ofi^, to 
conduct you. to her ; and a' servant has 
been already sent to Mrs. Elford, to de- 
mand your thingSi. You must inform 
your parents that she met you by accident, 
and, tliscovering your near relationship to 
her old friend, your fether, rested not until 
she had prevailed on that lady to let you 
spend some time with her,'^ 
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^ /^'How kind, bow considerate have you 
been throughout this whole aifidr/' sedd 
Elizabeth. 

^^ Thank Heaven it has terminated as it 
has/' he replied. 

He now led her from the chapel ; a' few 
minutes brought them to a smalf and soli- 
tary inn, at which a chaise and pair, with 
two servants, stood waiting to receive 
them. They inmiediately entered it, and, 
as it drove on, Mr. Beerscroft informed his 
&ir companion, that Mrs. Dunbar, the lady 
to whom she was going, was a widow, pos- 
sessed of a large estate in the neighbour- 
hood of Glengary, without children, but 
surrounded by connexions ; and added, he 
made no doubt, from her amiable manners, 
and the hospitable ahd cheeHul style in 
which die lived, Elizabeth would find her- 
self extremely happy with her. 

Elizabeth,^ somewhat calmed by his as- 
suring her he had no apprehension of Lord 
O'Sinister's proceeding to any extremity 
against bar fitther, and her heart lightened ^ 
of an intolerable load, by the idea she na 
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longer hesitated to yield to, of Ddacour'9 
having been iabdy c^umniated — ^for thot 
her being carried off was by the contriTance 
of Lord O'Stnisler, in order to furnish him 
with an opportunity of doing something 
which should make her think him deserr- 
ing of her r^ard^ his subsequent cmidact 
permitted bar not to doubt — ^was able to 
listen with attention, and somediing Uke 
pleasure, to his conversation. 

After a ride of two hours, she found 
herself farther advanced than she had ever 
before been* amidst the wild scenery of the 
Highlands— a scenery which gradually 
gave a turn to her thoughts, and inspired 
her with the liveliest sensations of awe^ 
pleasure, and astonishmait, by more than 
answering the ideas she had formed of the 
sublimity of nature. The carriage, after 
proceedings some way through a rug^ped. 
road, hollowed between tremendous preci- 
pices, and open to the sea, b^an to ascend 
one of the highest of these, presenting in 
many places frightful chasms, and head- 
long torrrats, to the view : at lengthy after 
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a tedious and, at least so Elizabeth thought, 
dangerous ascent, it reached in safety the 
plain on which the habitation of Mrs. 
Dunbar stood, a vast and once impregna- 
ble fortress, but, at this pa[iod, exUbiting 
the moss of years upon itd towers, over 
which the ^blast of the ocean howled with 
no idle threat of injury. A lofty rampart, 
but overrtm with weeds, and Jn many 
places broken and gapped, still encircled 
it; and, at its rear, arose a still steeper 
height than that it crowned, covered with 
a deep mass of shade, principally consist- 
ing of oaks, thnK^h the intertwisted 
branches of which a torrait was. seen 
flaidiing and foaming with impetuous fury 
down a naked rock, which reared high 
its head amongst those gigantic sons of 
the creaticMi. From the plain . the eye 
sought in vain for, 

«« The KhelterM cot, or cuKi?ated fm jT . 

long mountainous tracts covered with 
heath, gloomy foreste of pine and fir, 
and deep sterile vallies, shrouded by 
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gloomy precipices, and watered by green- 
tinctured streams, alone met the view, 
forming altogether, however, a grand 
and varied prospect, such as could not 
be contemplated by a mind of any taste 
without emotion. 

As the carriage drove through a long 
succession of gloomy gateways to an innar 
court, Elizabeth was almost tempted to 
imagine she was about entering one of 
those buildings she had read of in ro- 
mances, where several unfortunate bdies 
and knights are made prisoners irrevoca^. 
bly, till released from captivity by the 
Knight of the Burning Pestle, or some 
other of equal hardihopd. Nor was she 
less disposed to -yield to this idea, wheny 
on alighting, she found herself in a span 
cious hall, bung with armour, and resting 
its vaulted and richly fretted roof on archea 
of stone, through which a double row of 
narrow painted windows were seen, prin- 
' cipally composed of stained glass^ and di- 
vided by a gallery. 

From the hall Elizabeth and her com^ 
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panion were conducted up stairs, and 
through several galleries hung with ta- 
pestry and i»ctures, to the dressing-room 
of Mrs. Dunbar, where she awaited their 
aniTal. 

Nothing could be more gracious than 
was her reception of Elizabeth ; she wel- 
comed her to her mansion, as the daugh- 
ter of a person for whom she had the 
sincerest regard, and assured her nothing 
but her long absence from her native land 
(Mr. Dunbar, owing to ill-health having 
passed the principal part pf his time 
abroad), bad prevented har making mi- 
nute enquiries after har fitther, the ac^ 
quaintance and friend of her juvenile days. 

Although beyond the prime of life, her 
person was still attractive, and the expres- 
sion of har counteiiance, and affiibility and 
courteousness of her manners, such as 
immediately confirmed ^ the prepossession 
which £lizabeth, from tiie report of Mr. 
Beeracroft, had conceived in her favour. 

She spoke of Lord O^Sinister^s conduct; 
in terms of the highest indignation, and 
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bitterly lamented so amiable a woman a» 
his lady, bdi^ united to a man capable 
e( such atrocity: notwitbstandii^ the in. 
dignation, however, diat it inspired her 
with, she concurred with Mr. BeerBcroll 
in opimon, that it could not be too care- 
fully concealed. 

After a general conversation of about, 
an hour, Mr. Beerscrofi rose to take his 
leave, having many particular reasons for 
wishing it not to be publicly knovm that 
he was at present in Scotland ; afto* pay- 
ing Ins partiog compUmenta to Mrs. 
Dunbar, he turned to Elizabeth, and, 
taking her hand — " I shall retum,^^ said 
he, "to Lond(»i, winged with pleasure 
at the thoughts* of Imving had the happi- 
ness of serving so much innocence and 
sweetness — above all, the daughter of a 
worthy man. May the next intelligence 
I receive of you h€, that you are the happy 
bride of some deserving character, and 
.thus still more securely guarded against 
the machinations of villainy.'^ Then re- 
spectfully kissing bar hand, he relinquished 
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it, and departed, followed by her thaidcft 
and benedictions. 

As soon as he was gone, Mrs. Dunbar 
enquired minutdy into the whole of his 
unworthy brother-in-law's conduct to Eli- 
zabeth and her fiunily. Her astonish- 
ment, on hearing it detailed, fully equalled 
her indignation — "What a propensity to 
vice must he have,*' cried she, " who can 
involve himself in so much trouble on its 
account !— did he take half the pains to 
be virtuous that he does to be the reverse^ 
what a noble character would he be !'' 

She then, in her turn, . gratified the 
curiosity of Elizabeth with some particu- 
lars respecting Lady O'Sinister and her 
brother. They were the only ofispring, 
she informed' her, of a very opulent mer- 
chant in the city of London, who contrary 
to the usual custom, divided his ample 
property betwe^i them, a circumstance 
which induced Lord O'Sinister, ^ho had 
always asa eye to his own interest, to pay 
his addresses to the young lady. Mr. 
Beerscroft was brought up to his father's 
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busineflB, which he found in^ too flourish- 
ing a state, at the old gentleman's decease, 
to think of willidrawing from: averse, 
however, to trouble, and inclined, beades, 
to pleasure, he soon resolved on relieving 
himself from all the fiitiguing part of it, 
by taking an active partner. Naturally 
of an unsuspicious temper, and of an age, 
besides, when he formed this resolution, 
in which the mind is apt to be precipitate 
in its decisions, he was not long in making 
choice of one, a man of manners so plau- 
sible, that he soon obtaiued a complete 
ascendancy over him; and, by degrees, 
succeeded in leading him into deep and, 
80 at least to a cool and sober judgment 
they would have . appeared, extravagant 
speculations, for the carrying on of which, 
he pretended large sums were requisite, 
a pretence that obtained for him the 
wealth he coveted, and of which he had 
no sooner made himself master, than he 
decamped, leaving die too credulous Beere- 
croft stripped of fortune, and ruined in 
credit, in consequence of the incorrect 
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manner the business had been carried on, 
from the time he ceased to take an active 
part in it himself. He fled for consolation 
to his brother-in-law — but consolation was 
almost the last thing he ^ad a chance of 
receiving from him — his sister was sent 
out of the way, in order tb prevent her 
lending him any assistance ; and the noble 
peer did nothing but upbraid and execrate 
the folly, which permitted the embezzle- 
ment of a fortune he had secretly hoped 
some ^ unexpected casually might yet have 
been the means of putting him in posses* 
sion of. 

In the hour of calamity, rebuke^ how- 
ever it may he merited, should be avoided, 
since ^tis an hour in which the heart can- 
not endure it with calmness, particularly 
if it comes fi'om those whom we fondly 
imagined would have sympathized in our 
sufferings. 

Beerscroft quitted the mansion of his 
tided relative with greater precipitation 
than he had hurried to it, despair in his 
heart, distractioq in his eye, when his 
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good gaiiiis threw him in the way of an 
old firiend, who, like tfie good Samaritan, 
carried him to his home, bound up the 
wounds of his almost broken heart, nor 
suffered him to leave his hospitable roof 
till he had obtained him a lucrative situa- 
tion und^ government. 

The deqp impression made on his feel- 
ings by Lord O'Sinister's conduct to hiia 
in the hour of distress, would have induced 
him to forego all further communication 
with his Lordship, but on account of his 
sister, whom he most tenderly loved, as 
she did him. His society soon became 
her chief pleasure, every succeeding day 
tendii^ still more fully to convince her, 
that happiness was not to be enjoyed with 
such a man as 

<< Fate had mada her lord.** 

His total want of those virtues he had so 
well assumed the semblance of when pay. 
ing his addresses to her — ^the indignity and 
cruel malevolence with which he was con- 
stantly in the habit of treating her — his 
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abominable hypocrisy — ^his vile licentious* 
ness, of which scarce a day passed in 

. which some new account did not reach 
her ears to wound her heart — his ignoble 
conduct to her beloved brother — all, by 

' degrees, so completely alienated her affec- 
tion from him, that, but for her daughter, 
whom, in the event of a separation between 
them, she knew she should not be allowed 
to retain with her, she would have pro- 
posed one. 

Aware of the atrocities her lord was 
capable of committing, she thought her- 
self not only justified, but performing an 
ihdispensible duty, in keeping a watch 
upon him, for the purpose of being en- 
abled, in some degree, to counteract his 
schemes* In the measures she had re- 
course to for defeating them, her brother 
was not only her confident bnt chief agent ; 
and to their exertions many a father was 
indebted for not bewailing the hour he 
had become one, many a lovely innocent 
for not perishing like a loathsome weed in 
the streets of the metropolis. 
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In addition to these particulars, Mrs, 
Dunbar furthar informed her attentive au- 
ditor, that generosity was known but by- 
name to his lordship ; that he did nothing 
without a secret view to his own interest 
or gratification ; yet that, unacquainted as 
he wa3 in reality with virtue, none could 
better assume the appearance of it, when- 
ever he found it requisite to do so for the 
furtherance of his schemes ; in short, that 
he was a complete man of the world, as tiie 
term is generally understood — a violator 
of every moral obligation, an insidious 
friend, an implacable enemy, a hardened 
libertine, holding in absolute detestation 
his amiable lady, her patient merit, and 
undeviating rectitude, notwithstanding lier 
thorough knowledge of his baseness, being ^ 
a kind of reproach to him he could not 
bear, nor more f^^arding his lovely daugh-* 
t^, but on account of the still more illus-' 
tribus and extensive connexions she might 
be^the means of enabling him to form. 
But what had brought him to Firgrove, a 
seat she knew he disliked, from its remote- 
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ness from the capital, whare be could in- 
dulge \m yieioas propensities without fear 
of absolute exposure^ for^ in order to be 
better enabled to deceive, he wished to 
conceal his real character from the world, 
Mrs. Duubar could not pretend to ^y . 

We, how6yer, hemg better informed on 
the subject, are able to state, that his visit 
to it was on account of a married lady 
of distinction in the neighbourhood, with 
whom he had formed an acquaintance the 
preceding winter inXondon, and whose 
i husband, a gallant officer, was then risk- 
ing his life abroad in the sen'ice of his 
king and country. The place in which 
their assignations were generally kept, was 
the ruined abbey; and, in order to pre- 
vent the least danger of intrusion, his 
lordship employed Mr. Jenkins, his valet, 
confidant, and prime agent in every vil^ 
lainy, to make use of some contrivance for 
keeping the rustics away from it. To the 
ingenuity, therefore, of this gentleman, was 
owing Ifae noises and appearances that so 
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alarmed, and astoiushed the simple inhabi- 
tants of Heath wood . 

An eesjr conquest was never a valued 
one by Lord OSinister ; his passion, tho^ 
fore for fliis lady quickly subsided, and, 
about the same period, he accidentally, but 
without being seen himself, beheld the fair 
Elizabeth-^ 



** Her form fresher than tbe morning roK^ 
When the dew weU its learet 3 unstainM and pare 
As is the lUy, or die monnlain snow.** 

That very instant love, but not, like Pale- 
mon's chaste desire, sprung in his heart ; 
and he resolved not to rest, until he had 
discovered who she vi^as, and made an 
effort to introduce bimself to her. As 
usual, he. had recourse to Jenkins, to 
obtain him the information he desired; 
and, by his means, soon learnt her name 
and situation in life. This, however, did 
not satisfy him; ere be commeiK^ed his 
plans against her, he conceived it requisite 
to know the principles of her parents, an4 



V 
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liow they were circunastanced. Aoooitl^ 
ingly, a pretext was formed for brii^fiiig 
Stubby to him, whom the indefetigable 
Jenkins soon succeeded in kamipg was 
able to give him all the particulars he re^ 
quired. Convinced, from Ihe account the 
honest rustic gave of Mnnro, that to hope 
to overcome his principles, or elude the 
vigilance with which he watched over his 
daughtar, would be ridiculous, he con- 
ceived the project of ^getting him out of 
the way, by offering him the adjutancy of 
his raiment ; and also (under the suppo- 
sition of his resembling his father in point 
of disposition) of keeping the son from 
Heathwood, by promising to become his 
patron intuture. 

On succeeding in this, he lost no time 
in introducing himself to the innocent 
Elizabeth and her mother, under tiie ficti- 
tious name of Eaton — fearing to do so by 
his own, least premature suspicion should 
be excited. Accustomed to deceive and 
triumph, he flattered himself he should find 
her an easy victim: to his extr^oie disap- 
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pointment and mortification, however, he 
soon peroeiyed that there was not the 
smallest chance of succeeding with her by 
the conomon arts of seduction — by any 
other, notwithstanding her youth, inno- 
caiee, inexperience, and consequent un- 
suspidon of the deceitfulness of mankind, 
but by apparently honourable ifneans, or 
actual violence— ^to which last measure he 
was unwilling to have recourse, lest it 
should deprive him of all chance of ob- 
taining her heart, for the possession of 
which he now b^an to be almost as 
anxious as he was for the possession of her 
person. At length he decided on making 
her a matrimonial overture, and, if she 
rejected it, on carrying her off — ^tHan 
which nothing could be easier, as he had 
several emissaries constantly in pay, ca-^ 
pable of' executing any yill^ny he set 
them on. 

The rapture he derived, from EUzabeth's 
acceptance of his addresses, was hot a little 
damped by her fiithier's positively inter- 
dicting their nuptiaki, till he had receive 
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unquestionable proofe of his respectability. 
The. chagrin, however, this interdiction 
caused him, the scheme he formed for de- 
ceiving him on the subject, quickly aiabled 
him to get over, but for carrying which 
into effect he was prevented by Mrs. 
Munro's declaring that she would on no 
account consent to the marriage of ho* 
daughter, till the return of her father per- 
mitted him to be present at it ; and, in- 
stead, formed the horrible project of inca- 
pacitating Munro, by personal injury, from 
retaining the situation he had given him, 
(a project which had nearly been attended 
with fatal consequences, the ruffian whom 
he employed on this occasion being of a 
still more atrocious disposition than him- 
self), and reducing him to such a state of 
poverty, by the destruction of his habita- 
tion as would prevent him, he trusted, from 
throwing new obstacles in the way of his 
wishes. The partial failure of this nefa- 
rious scheme threw him into a rage that 
exceeded description ; in the first parox- 
ysm of which, he again thought of carrying 
VOL. I, o • 
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off Elizabeth, but again i^eUnquidied the 
idea,, from the dread he entertained of 
converting the favourable sentimaits he 
had reason to believe she then entertained 
for him into horror said disgust, by such 
a step : the one he had ^ length recourse 
to, for getting her into his powar, succeed- 
ed according to his wishes. The dread he 
•experienced of his conduct towards her 
being resented by her father or brother, 
gave way to the conviction of their being 
both in his power — ^the former in conse- 
quence of the bond he had given him, and 
which, by a l^erdemain trick of Mr. Jen- 
kins, was made payable on demand,, and 
the other, from knowing he had no chance 
of preferment but through his means. 

Mrs. Elford, his vile confederate, in 
order to prevent any thing like suspicion 
entering the mind of Elizabeth, took ad- 
vantage of what she told her respecting 
Delacour, to instruct the ruffians, who car- 
ried her off, to say that he was the pwerson 
who employed them. 

hi short, from the whole of Lord O'Si- 
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nister^s condijct, it was evideut, that, as» a 
much admired writer has observed, " when 
villainy gets the ascentlancy, it seldom 
leaves the wretch till it has thoi:oughly 
polluted him.^' 

Elizabeth, having heard all the particu- 
lars she desired to know respecting the 
family of Lord O 'Sinister, next .enquired 
after that of Glengary, Mrs. Dunbar, in 
reply, informed her, she so seldom visited 
there, she could give her but little informa- 
tion concerning them, but that she would 
introduce a person to her, the Irish house- 
keeper belonging to it, who frequently 
visited her^s, for the purpose of having her 
curiosity fully gratified. After a litde 
further conversation, she conducted her to 
the chamber prepared for her, a spacious 
and pleasdnt apartment, with a dressing-- 
room adjoining, in which Elizabeth found 
the things she had brought with her from 
Heathwood already deposited. Mrs. Dvrn- 
bar.soon after left her to prepare for 
dinner ; not, however, without first ofler- 
ing to send her woman to assist her in 

o 2 
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dressing — ^an offer which Elizabeth, ac- 
customed on all occasions to be her own 
hsaidmaid, and wishing, besides, to be left 
for a litde time to herself, in order to 
collect her scattered thoughts, and endea- 
vour to regain the composure the events 
of the few last hours had disturbed, 
declined. 

When she reflected on these events, she 
could scarcely believe herself awake, so 
strange did they appear ; gradually, how- 
ever, the horror with which they inspired 
her gave way to the delightful considera- 
tion, of being again at liberty to indulge 
the predominant feelings of her heart: 
she dwelt, with a d^ree of pleasure that 
recalled to her cheek the colour which 
terror and anxiety had banished from it, 
on the probability there was of her shortly 
meeting Delacour again — ^she no longer, 
in consequence of his being restored to 
her good opinion, by her detection of the 
artifices of Mi's. Elford, thought with re- 
sentment of the failure of his promised visit 
—no longer entertained a doubt of his 
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bang able to account for it in a satisfactory 
manner, whenever she should see him — ^in 
a word, she again felt happy — ^again gave 
way to hope and expectation: the idea, 
also, of being at length introduced into 
the kind of society she had so long wished 
to mix in, (Mrs. Dunbar having given her 
to miderstaiid that she had now not only 
a number of friends on a visit to her, but 
large parties every day to dinner), ^added 
not a little to her spirits. As soon as she 
was dressed, she repaired to her chamber ; 
but, instead of finding her there, learned 
from her woman that she was already gone 
to the drawing-room to receive her com- 
pany, 

Elizabeth felt a little panic-struck at the 
thoughts of entering the room by herself; 
as she found her doing so, however, was 
not to be avoided, she endeavoured to 
calm her perturbation, in order to prevent 
any thing like embarrassment being seen 
in her manner. 

The moment she made her appearance, 
Mrs. Dunbar stepped forward to receive 



1 
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her ; and, taking her by the hand, intro- 
duced her, in a genanal way, to the party, 
which consisted of a Mrs. RuthvOT, her 
niece, a young and lately married lady ; her 
husband, a gay and feshionable young 
man; Miss Rae, her particular friend; 
Lady Lochness, a lively woman of the 
world ; Mr. Hume, a pert conceited cox- 
comb; Mr. Grant, a rather blunt and 
satirical character, and several other ladies 
and gentlemen. 

The ceremony of introdution over, Eli- 
zabeth would quickly have recovered her 
usual ease, but for the whispering conver- 
sation, and rude staring of Mrs. Ruthven 
and her confident. Miss Rae, by whom Mrs. 
Dunbar had, from mbtives of goodnature, 
placed her. To neither, indeed, was the 
sight of such loveliness as she possessed by 
any means agreeable, as both had an ins£u 
tiable rage for admiration, and certain views 
besides, at this juncture, which they much 
feared her superior attractions would he 
Ihe means of disappointing. 
Mrs. Ruthven was by no means hand- 
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some, nor even pdeoSng. iti her appearanoe: 
her ^tirical, and often peevish countaaance 
was a true index of her mind* Grand- 
daughter and heir^ to a Scotch baronet 
of large fortune, her temper, never very 
amiable, was so completely injured by the 
excessive indulgence she met from him, 
and the high isa^se she was early taught to 
entertain of her jown consequence, that, as 
she grew up, she became proud, impatient 
of the shghtest controul, capricious, and 
vindictive* Her grand&ther, and the 
father of her husband, a man "dso of large 
fortune, were long and intimately acquaint- 
ed, and, at an early period, a umon oe- 
tween her and young Ruthven was pro- 
posed by them ; to which, the youi^ gen- 
tleman being gay, gallant, and handsome, 
she made no objectioiL Her grandfadier 
Uved but to see tibis completed ; he died 
under the pleasmg idea of her happiness 
being secured by it. The very reverse, 
however, of thii waei the ease— jluthven^s 
sole indticemaii fer adcepHoig her hand, 
being td obtain a setfiteoieDt from faia 
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father: nor did he long endeavour to 
conceal his indifierence from her. The 
discovery of this, by the mortification it 
inflicted on her vanity, irritated her almost 
to rnadne*, and, by degrees, so completely 
alienated her affections from him, as to 
make her bitterly repent having united 
herself to him — a repentance which was 
latterly still further heightened, by a pre- 
dilection she conceived for another ob- 
ject, with whom^ her opinion of her 
charms being of a very exalted nature, 
she entertained no doubt she could have 
readily formed an alliance had she beea 
at liberty. 

Miss Rae, her bosom friend, was the 
daughter of a needy parasite of her grand- 
iather^s, who, anxious to get her off his 
hands, had found means of introducing 
her into the family, where, by dint of flat- 
tery and artifice, she contrived to maintain 
her ground, and acquire a coknplete ascen- 
dancy over Mrs. Ruthven. Her person 
was shewy, and so far attracted Mr. Ruth- 
ven, as to induce him to pay her atten-^ 
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tions that caused her to believe she had 
made a conquest of him— an idea by no 
means diss^eeable to her, notwithstand- 
ing his being the husband of the woman 
she professefd to regard, and to whose kind- 
Qess she was indebted for almost every 
advantage she possessed, and every grati- 
fication she enjoyed ; in short, Mr. Rutb- 
ven would have found no difficulty in 
succeeding with her in the way he wished, 
but that, just as she was on the point of 
entering into a capitulation with him, she 
discovered the criminal passion of his 
wife ; and, under the hope of its leading 
her into some step that might yet liberate 
him, resolved on an immediate change in 
her conduct — imagining, however, that 
an alteration in it might occasion an 
alteration in his intentions relative to her« 
She was utta*ly mistaken, no miser being 
ever more covetous of wealth than he was. 
Flattering herself, however, that he would 
lead her to the hymeneal altar, if released 
from his present matrimonial fetters, she 
did every thing in her power to instigate 

o5 
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his wife to give him an opportunity ol 
breaking tfaem, by aecredy reviling him 
to her, and magnifying the perfections of 
tiie man she loTed. 

Of either the real principles, or present 
views of her neide, or her confidant, Mrs. 
Dunbar vi^as alike ignorant and unsuspi- 
cious. It must, indeed, have been some 
very glaring proof of baseness, which 
could have made her doubt the virtue of 
the former, so partial was she to her, from 
the consideration of her being the child of 
an only and beloved sister. Mrs. Ruth- 
ven was not capable of returning her 
aifectioa: she affected to do so, how- 
ever, from selfish motives, the principal 
part of Mrs. Dunbar^s fortune being at 
her own disposal ; but, notwithstanding 
this, ivould probably not, to pay her a 
visit, have quitted London (whither she 
went immediately after her maniage), but 
that she knew the being whom, of all 
others, she wished to see was at this time 
her guest. Relative to Elizabeth, Mrs. 
Dunbar said nothing more to her visitors 
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than tibat she i¥as the granddaughtar of 
Mr. Munro of Glengary — ^that, by chance, 
she had discovered her bdng in the neigh- 
bourhood—out of r^ard to her.&tfaer, 
had iHTited her to spend some time Mdth 
her — and that- both her person and man- 
ners were attractiTe. This latter part of 
her information was by no means agree- 
able to Mrs. Ruthven or Miss Rae, as 
both,' notwithstanding their vanity, were 
apprehensive of the efifect which a newer 
&ce than theirs might have upon the re- 
spective objects of their r^ard. But the 
uneasiness which they felt beforehand was 
trifling, compared to what they expe- 
rienced on seeing Elizabeth, so infinitely 
did she surpass 4he expectations which 
Mrs. Dunbar had raised concerning her. 
That she did this, however, they would 
have died almost, ere they would have ac- 
knowledged even to one another ; on the 
contrary, their envy and maUce prompted 
them to say every thing that was depre- 
ciating of her, as well as to treat her in a 
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manner calculated to make her think little 
of herself. 

"Pretty!*^ said Mrs. Ruthven, after 
rudely staring at her some minutes, in a 
half i^hisper to Miss Rae, and with a 
scomfill look ; ^' ^tis astonishing to me 
how my aunt can reckon her so.^^ 

^^ Oh, she is so goodnatured,^^ returned 
Miss Rae, with an insidious, smile, and 
carelessly playing with her feii^ '^ but you 
know, my dear, . women are not allowed 
to be good judges of the beauty of one 
another; we should ask the gentlemen 
their opinion — what say you Hume?^^ 
addressing herself to him, as he stood 
leamng over the back of the so& she 
and her friend occupied. 
. ^' Say, why, that when a man^s thoughts 
are entirely occupied by the charms of cme 
lady, ^tis utterly impossible for him to de- 
cide upon those of another,^^ and, with a 
half suppressed sigh, he cast a languish- 
ing glance at Mrs. Ruthven, whose rage 
for admiration he had sufficient penetra- 
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tion to perceive, and to whom, it being a 
maxim with him to pay court wherever 
fortune smiled, he paid the most extrava- 
gant homage. 

" Or by himself, you might have added," 
cried Mr. Grant, who, ^as he was passing 
near where he stood, overheard him. 

" Nay, as to that matter, I flatter myself 
no one can pretend to say I entertain too 
exalted an opinion of myself." 

" Yet, if any one else entertained half 
as good a one of you, I should then allow 
you really had reason for vanity." 

" And pray," somewhat nettled, " how 
do you know that that may not be the 
case ?" 

"Oh, perhaps so, for some people have 
strange tastes and little judgment." 

"What a savage !" exclaimed the irri- 
tated Hume to the t\^'o ladies, as Grant 
walked away. " I wonder Mrs. Dunbar 
can encourage his visits.*^ 

"Perhaps," said Miss Rae sneeringly, 
the slighting manner in which Hume had 
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treated her, in consequence of looking 
upon her rather in the light of an humble 
companion to Mrs. Ruthven, having pro- 
voked her malice against him, *' the truths 
he tells her are not quite so disagreeable 
as those he tells you/' 
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Cave, &c. 4 Tols. , 14 

£dgeworth*s Novds and Tales, 14 vols 4 4 
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Past Events, by Mary Cbarlton^ 3 vols 1 1 O 
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St. Glair of tbe Isles, or tbe Outlaws of Barra, 3d 

edition, by Elizabeth Helme, 4 vols. ...i 1 
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The Coufede/ates, by the Autlior of Forman, Whar- . 

broke Lef^end, &c. 3 vols 110 

Beatrice, or the Wycherly Family, by Mary White, 

4 vols 1 6 
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ardsoD, 3 vols 16 6 
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by the Author of the Farmer^s Three Daughters, 

&c.4vol8 * \ 4 
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252 Roche (Regina M.) The Dis- 
carded Son, or Haunt of the Banditti, a^ 
tale, second edition, 5 vols., cr. 8vo, orig. 

_ bds., cloth backs, uncut. 7s. 6d. 1825^ 
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